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Basic Paragraphing 
Paragraphs tend to include four kinds of sentences: a transition sentence, a topic sentence, 
support sentences, and a point sentence. Each of these sentences plays a different role in the 
paragraph. 

Typical Paragraph 

Transition Sentence (optional) 

Topic Sentence (needed) 

Support Sentences (needed) 

examples 

reasoning 

facts 

data 

definitions 

descriptions 

Point Sentence (optional) 

Transition Sentence—The purpose of a transition sentence is to make a smooth bridge from 
the previous paragraph to the present paragraph. For example, a transition sentence might 
state—  

What should we do about these learning disabled children in our classrooms? 

By referring back to the previous paragraph or paragraphs, transition sentences provide a 
smoother bridge into the new paragraph.  

Topic Sentence—the topic sentence is the claim or statement that the rest of the paragraph is 
going to prove or support.  

Children with learning disabilities often struggle to cope in the normal classroom. 

In most forms of writing documents, topic sentences typically appear in the first or second 
sentence of each paragraph. They are placed up front in each paragraph for two reasons:  

• The topic sentence sets a goal for the paragraph to reach. It tells the readers the claim
you are trying to prove. Then, the remainder of the paragraph proves that claim.

• The topic sentence is the most important sentence in any given paragraph. Since
readers, especially scanning readers, tend to pay the most attention to the beginning of a
paragraph, placing the topic sentence up front ensures they will read it. If the topic
sentence comes later in the paragraph, it is likely they won’t read it.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Support Sentences—the bulk of any paragraph is typically made up of support sentences. 
Usually these sentences contain examples and reasoning. Other support sentences will present 
facts, data, definitions, and descriptions.  
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Learning disabled children often do not easily understand their teacher, especially if the 
teacher is lecturing.  

Support sentences are used to prove the claim made in the paragraph’s topic sentence.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Point Sentences—point sentences restate the paragraph’s main point toward the end of the 
paragraph. They are used to reinforce the topic sentence by restating the paragraph’s original 
claim in new words. Point sentences are especially useful in longer paragraphs where the 
readers may not fully remember the claim stated at the beginning of the paragraph. They often 
start with transitional devices like “Therefore,” “Consequently,” or “In sum” to signal to the 
readers that the point of the paragraph is being restated.  

Again, learning disabled children often struggle undetected in the classroom, so teachers 
need to be trained to notice the symptoms. 

Point sentences are optional in paragraphs, and they should be used only occasionally when a 
particular claim needs to be reinforced for the readers. Too many point sentences will cause your 
text to sound too repetitious and even condescending to the readers.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Using the Four Types of Sentences in a Paragraph 

Of these four kinds of sentences, only the topic sentence and the support sentences are needed to 
construct a good paragraph. Transition sentences and point sentences are useful in situations 
where bridges need to be made between paragraphs or specific points need to be reinforced for the 
readers.  

Here are the four kinds of sentences used in a paragraph: 

8a. How can we accomplish these five goals? (transition) Universities need to study their core 
mission to determine whether distance education is a viable alternative to the traditional 
classroom (topic sentence). If universities can maintain their current standards when 
moving their courses on-line, then distance education may provide a new medium through 
which non-traditional students can take classes and perhaps earn a degree (support). Utah 
State, for example, is reporting that students enrolled in their on-line courses have met or 
exceeded the expectations of their professors (support). If, however, standards cannot be 
maintained, we may find ourselves returning to the traditional on-campus model of 
education (support). In sum, the ability to meet a university’s core mission is the litmus test 
to measure whether distance education will work (point sentence). 

Here is the same paragraph with the transition sentence and point sentence removed: 

8b.  Universities need to study their core mission to determine whether distance education is a 
viable alternative to the traditional classroom (topic sentence). If universities can maintain 
their current standards when moving their courses on-line, then distance education may 
provide a new medium through which non-traditional students can take classes and 
perhaps earn a degree (support). Utah State, for example, is reporting that students 
enrolled in their on-line courses have met or exceeded the expectations of their professors 
(support). If, however, standards cannot be maintained, we may find ourselves returning to 
the traditional on-campus model of education (support).  

As you can see in paragraph 8b, a paragraph works fine without transition and point sentences. 
Nevertheless, transition and point sentences can make texts easier to read while amplifying 
important points.  
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Types of transitions1 

A transition can be a single word, a phrase, or a sentence. In each case, it functions the same way: 
first, the transition either directly summarizes the content of a preceding sentence, paragraph, or 
section, or it implies the content of the previous sentence. Then it helps the reader anticipate or 
comprehend the new information that you wish to present. 

● Transitions between paragraphs: If you have done a good job of arranging paragraphs 
so that the content of one leads logically to the next, the transition will highlight a 
relationship that already exists by summarizing the previous paragraph and suggesting 
something of the content of the paragraph that follows.  

A transition between paragraphs can be a word or two (however, for example, similarly), a 
phrase, or a sentence. Transitions can be at the end of the first paragraph, at the beginning 
of the second paragraph, or in both places.  

● Transitions within paragraphs: This kind of transition allows the reader to follow the 
connections between your ideas that are unified under the topic sentence of the paragraph. 
Assuring both that A) the ideas in a paragraph relate to a unifying idea (both the main idea of 
the paragraph and the overall claim you’re making in your essay/piece/paper) and that B) 
you’re moving logically from one idea to the next with fluid transitions, makes each paragraph 
much easier for your reader to understand. 

Transitional Expressions--If you have trouble finding a word, phrase, or sentence to serve as 
an effective transition, refer to the table below.  The table includes examples of transitional 
expressions specific to the kind of relationship the paragraphs share.  
 

LOGICAL RELATIONSHIP TRANSITIONAL EXPRESSION 

Similarity also, in the same way, just as ... so too, likewise, similarly 

Exception/Contrast but, however, in spite of, on the one hand ... on the other hand, 
nevertheless, nonetheless, notwithstanding, in contrast, on the 
contrary, still, yet 

Sequence/Order first, second, third, ... next, then, finally 

Time after, afterward, at last, before, currently, during, earlier, 
immediately, later, meanwhile, now, recently, simultaneously, 
subsequently, then 

Example for example, for instance, namely, specifically, to illustrate 

Emphasis even, indeed, in fact, of course, truly 

Place/Position above, adjacent, below, beyond, here, in front, in back, nearby, 
there 

Cause and Effect accordingly, consequently, hence, so, therefore, thus 

Additional Support or Evidence additionally, again, also, and, as well, besides, equally 
important, further, furthermore, in addition, moreover, then         

 

                                                            
1Adapted from the UNC Writing Center website: https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/transitions/ 
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