THE FOLLOWING INTERVIEW WAS CONDUCTED MAINLY IN KOREAN AND QUESTIONS
AND ANSWERS ARE TRANSCRIBED IN HANGUL. THE TRANSLATION FOLLOWS THE
HANGUL IS IN ITALICIZED ENGLISH.

Yeon Hong (00:00): My name is Yeon Hong. Today is March 28, 2023 and | am interviewing
Gyonghui Kim through Zoom for the Colby College Korean Oral History Project. Do you agree to
grant the college permission to archive and publish this interview for educational purposes?

Gyonghui Kim: Yes

YH: & Al&otAsLICH
Okay, then we will get started.

GK: Ul.
Okay.

YH (00:36): = Al 2FEHEIH KHDI A0 2E S N7

Can I ask you for a brief self-infroduction?

GK: Ul. Xl OIS =2 Z2&3LICL M= 758 38 1€ &t=0 Y= tet = ets0lA
B O st = LICH

1994 = 0fl OIS OI AtCHS W) At S XISt UE S NR. EHE 010 At X 2+&
JIZ0A LS oICHHEEZ 2L 222 110 20033 S0l Ol =0 RSLICH D2 A 20R.
deld 0l=dg JSH Sadal S5ldes st OtHE AlOFH XD AIOHH Al &t 2

olol et=0l SUCHIL S TH THAl SO0t2AM 012 == MAHWM 210 JASLICH

Yes. My name is Kim Gyonghui. | was born on March 1st, 1975 in Andong, South Korea. |
entered Ewha Womans University in 1994 majoring in social welfare. After | graduated, |
worked as a social worker, met my husband and got married, then came to the United
States in 2003. | also had three daughters. After helping my husband’s studies and life as
a pastor in the States, we went back to Korea because of my father-in-law’s sickness, and
then came back to America, where we are living in Chester, New York today.

YH: 2 AtefLICh.
Thank you.

GK: 4l.
Of course.

YH: 2H=2 X2 JI=0l HHANR?
How are you feeling today?

GK: 2! & & LI Ch.
I am nervous.



YH: 21 &S LIR?
You’re nervous?

GK: 4l
Yes.

YH: &2 &LICH
| see.

GK: Ul.
Yes.

YH: 2% S22 2Heol Ul s €42 HH/UR?
Then simply, what did you do today?

GK: 2= g3 4 2=LICH
I went to the hospital.

YH: 4l. A &LIC
Yes, got /t.

GK: Ul [Z3
Yes [haha]

YH: 2 B otF= HEAH?
What does your daily life look like?

GK: 0t0|= Ot& 0l &W 21 2|0 ot g2 2= ot 1
dorgds ot Wal& ot A AW }ASLICH

Well, | send the kids off to school in the morning and go to work in the afternoon if | have
work. When | don’t work, | do household chores and go to church.
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YH: & & otAR?
What kind of work do you do?

GK: U. 2HUHE 6t AFR.otF 01& = 22T LoD JASLICH
I work as a home caregiver. Some days, | work at the dry cleaners too.

YH: (02:44) &. 1™ 42 Ul &2 intervieweelil family background0fl CHoHA 2 HEH 12
SHLICH.

Okay. | will now ask about the interviewee’s family background.

GK: Ul, Je Al .
Okay.



YH: b= 32 HHZEH o JAUR?
What is your family background like?

GK: {H HiZ = ZSotAl= HdIIR? Mo RFL2HE #AMZ w3l =23 M= SHAICHt
Z2ElotAld X3 OlMl A= 21 £&0lct=E Z0lA & =01 HOIJUA 2 XILHLD H & LICH
What kind of background do you mean? Both my parents worked in the Salvation Army
as missionaries. They retired and now are living happily in a suburb called Bucheon,
right outside of Seoul.

YH: (03:35) Ol = = AR SNQ?

Do you mind if | use English?

GK: U 1Al 2.

No, I don’t mind.

YH:HRE W, =SS ull, =St 422 HRLIKL?

When you were younger, in elementary school, what was your elementary school life like?

GK: Ot =5stu 2 J[90| Ll =2 2z g2l othle =Sstu [ == I Mot &E
RO HR UHF AlZ0IA=0 2 Al= 0t01= S0l M2 HE A0, D I1IH K= I b =
25U Ul de B =E0H0l Zotl)l 228 25 2 == dE XN 20U =0
S2E Z45I ot MM AP E B0 B0 O 8 UE 4% 80l 243| Ul 225t
INPVE=E B}

I don’t remember much of elementary school but | know when | first entered elementary
school, the place I lived in was a very, very rural area. | was the tallest one among the
kids. I think I am still the height that | was then. | was the model student, listening to my
parents well, studying hard, and | was loved by my teachers. There wasn’t much special,
but I did study hard.

YH: 2 Al0ll= st 24 22 H A/JAURKR?
During that time, did the school provide lunch?

GK: SiU&. TAIEHE M IO D THE &,

No. | packed dosirak (prepared lunch box).

YH: =2 H{® T Al
What kind of dosirak did you usually pack?

GK: {HLIJF Ab==1D H 220 O EAle 2 J/92 ¢ LK. O Z0lA HASE 2
ADFXI D b O BHEFS APJEAILD UE H Z201R.
I think my mother packed my lunch for me but | don’t remember. | think she just packed

the food and banchan (side dishes) that we ate at home.



YH: Z 0 A SHE BHR2 =2 HE BHROIFAHRK?
What kind of side dishes did you eat at home?
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Well, we commonly ate rice and kimchi, and just some simple side dishes? Those side
dishes were usually ojingeo bokkeum (spicy stir-fried squid), myeolchi (anchovies),
some namul (seasoned greens), eggs and ham.

YH: (05:24) 2124 ™ during your childhoodl M H &2 M 2 H &2 I 0| L.

Do you have any deep memories from your childhood?

GK: S0 22
About food?

YH: SA40 2t& ol & 2 g2 IS &2 H UALR?

A
It doesn’t have to be related to food—just any deep memories.

GK: Ji= 22 ¥ 242 =35s8t M Hal= 1M 0Ol 30 A= daily trip 01 & 2
SfW0lA Jt=0 Ol M 2 EAltlE 2X 0l S amusement park Ol &l L= OtLILI . S
ZOotLE A2 2 [ OlEH =d =0 ot=F U=l A= 23 200 A o8N 210
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LIDFA ATIXIGHD Ol AR =0, SM D0l sH2etd HA ALIXIE =0 MOt M 20
ik =21 [ = Ol L‘ID BWelohM dag LS ‘HS IO, 0l 2= AE JIAdE JAD. S
UM ESH0IY A =0 M2 I19E U0 HO0l &4 20l }M%DI Mol O I E

U Ul JAsLich A sLIC

During elementary school, we went on trips. And since there weren’t amusement parks
or anything around, we would go to the lakeside or mountains. One day, we were going
to go on a picnic so | dressed nicely and packed my dosirak (prepared lunch) with
kimbap, but it rained so much. | remember coming home drenched in rain. And during
[high]school, I had to do a speech for a speech contest. During that time, there was a lot
of anti-communism in South Korea, so people would make catchphrases and draw about
anti-communism. There was a recital where people spoke about this topic and my
teacher recommended that I do it. But what | remember most was that she told me that |
spoke too fast. At home, there are a lot of memories of fighting with my younger brother.

YH: (07:15) Ol & Ol XIOF (IS MOt JISLte H O FL2 MA? 2 10X S I F=H 2.



I remember from when | was younger about the jokbo (genealogical record) issue? Can you talk
a bit about the record?

GK: &=20| i E 20l 81 Ol Xl confucianism? S 1 LI2t0ID| TH20 SollLt Ol H HES
22 = 22l MU= OtLI Xl 2, 3? Generation before? Ot=0l Y H &SR3t A 0FOI It
EHH L= 00| & =256t 0l A X3l Otit, M3 OFH XIDF &< Ol Ml oldest son?l [ &4t
] oldest son(il Ci&F 22t 11 D=2 22t ) honorabledl ) O|EH A== Or2F 01 &
HS0 JU/JA .0l 221 OHiFel = A OF0IJF MRS HE. €0l OF OF= 0] OFLIOF
COIUE HUK. 02l Ol M N3l &2 Ot X, X3l Ottt 0l brother 2 OFHH X JF OF
S - deld Hs 0ot A0S 2200 Ol=2 €A K. 22 o0l Ot== ¥ =0
Mol O 2 A0 0tH X S2& & 0t8 Xl great grandfather 2 0] & =0l 0§ £0tH
SAEO0IHXIOL GtAl ZE0l EMIE OS2 UHH & 201 AUL? MOt 0t== £ 0t
Al

A2t 0l AE0IAAHR. M Ot S& EXH S 01 H Ol JUJE. A &4 AlZ=0l
YE A WHAINH2 SZEO0IHXIOF S 1 2 240 OtLiet E &9 |H| M= 0l
WEWES I LU Z2 H UHLR. D Z2HEMAN D EEE YOALD =20 S HLHE
UL MMEZE D022 SME?2002H L2AILD OI0IS2 & 2 20tA 20l RES
D YUACHN. OUSH SE2E e, 2AH0 U= books S 22101302 O & O_IDP‘?
Ol Xl 212+ 2 generation®! Gl O HE OIK S O|EH FH EXH =2A D HHH 20| JUAJUD ™
%OI AUAUD X3Sl OL0IE LO0IA OlH YAl FAl= HE.2E D BEE20= HAE2

LICt.

Well, because Korea is a country based on Yugyo (Confucianism), especially the elderly
2-3 generations before us, thought sons were very important. My appa (father) is the
oldest son, and there was always some kind of honor given to the oldest son and his
family. But my appa’s first child was me, a daughter, not a son. And my uncle (father’s
younger brother) had a son, then my mother had a son in the same year. During that time,
we lived with our jeungjo harabeoji (great-grandfather) but he said that there was no use
in the second child being a son because he wasn’t the first child. So everything revolved
around sons and men. Whenever we went down to the countryside for the holidays, my
great grandfather would wear this kind of spiky hat. He would also wear a dopo, like how
teachers would wear a long time ago. Then, he would call all of the kids to sit in front of
him (while kneeling). Then he would take out the jokbo (genealogical record book). And
within that book, there were the past 30 generations of our family, which he explained to
us. Of course, there were no women in this book.
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YH: JE€#R.
| see.

GK: 4|
Yes.

YH: (09:46) 121 ™ At210| Ul Did this change like your actions or the way you saw the world?
Then did this situation change your actions or the way you saw the world?



GK: 01 182 HotL. ALictH el M= 0lM (S HEE 18 (iR el treatment
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Yes, of course. Because | was treated like so since | was younger, | always had thought |
had to win against men. Whether it was through studying since I obviously, couldn’t win
physically (sports). Especially because my parents started their studying late, | used to
live with my namdongsaeng (younger brother) at my grandparents house. My younger
brother was one or two but was treated like a king in the house. | don’t mean that they
were bad to me but he was the king. At that time there was a tv, not many people had a tv
but there was a tv. When the tv would play ads, my younger brother would say
“Grandma, | want to eat that” and it would be brought to him. It was like that. Yes there
was events like that. So, as | grew up seeing this, I realized that to gain authority and my
own recognition, | thought I had to give it my best to live.

YH: (11:12) Moving on, do you have any major like historical events of Korea while you were
living there that you remember? For example 1987 st & 2 = 0| Lt (Student Protests)1988=

Z &9 (Olympics) 22 SAl...

GK: 2125l OH)|otH 88F =82 Mt =S W 6E MU | HE M
[ HE. A O SEEH0| 012H SEHS O E
20l tvE 221 Xt A 22+ LelLtetol A of
JHerE ol 440 A2 H A o €= 0l A& OfL

A

e
lol FO
|J
o
=
HT
(=
0
&

2l HZ0 L IFETSA R0 BUHEH= 0l 2= HF ®O| & 0l&
FEMNMK = OtLIRO K. A O3 X =01 OlAH 2 &0l OIZH 2 &= 0l EphE A
2. el M= JI28 0B = 2H0ll Christian JtE0IM EHOHHUAM D8 ASS 210 AR
=201 % CHE 0l A Christian? ™ 225?20/ H =S otHA 24U 20 HHE A

SH AMIEC2Z )& 2 0l5==2Ch= Ol Nl Christian 5% 20| otHA & 0lF=2
ROl BHSAE N 22 K.

Technically, the 88 Olympics were when | was in 6th grade. If you look at it like that, it
happened when | was young. So, | remember things like the Olympics taking place and
hodori the tiger mascot and | watched it on the tv. | had a sense of pride that it was my
country but | didn’t change anything in my personal life. When | entered university, there
was still remnants of the Student Movement/Protests of the time. But it wasn’t like the
Gwangju Uprising in the 1980s, where they tried to overthrow the government. So | didn’t
feel like it had a big impact on my life. And | was, basically, born and raised in a Christian



household my whole life. So in college, | was part of Christian activities and clubs so
instead of larger societal issues | was more focused on religious ones.

YH: 0z S Il H Christian 2= 20| = AUK.
You have done a lot of Christian activities since you were young.

GK: & (TS = &0l ofiOF 0t M= HE HD. M= &8 20| O Al=0 21018t
SUIRI 20 nal2s g SwHel Ws|M20] N2 whole lifecty) 2t S
AN Usts QEAN OIN LGE MES? LUE SEi2 At E S Ol SHECHD ol OF otLE 22/
Well when | was younger I thought it was something | had to do. I lived in a rural area and
it was a small neighborhood so it was safe to say my whole life was just church
activities, my house life, and my school life. It was after | went to college that | met more
people. Different types of people.
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YH: (13:33) & =t g 1158t i & Christian &2 H = &S| EH K./ So then
you were a Christian through middle school and high school?
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It was that I did church activities. In middle school and high school, the Salvation Army,
job wise, has a more hierarchy structure like an army. So if orders came from above we
had to move accordingly. In my parents’ case, | was in middle school when they moved
to 3 different places. So I had to go to 3 different middle schools. A year, maybe a few
months then | would move again. So | was going through puberty and it is a time where
it's hard to make friends, and moving from the countryside to the city made it difficult to
study as well. You can say it was the darkest period of my life. It was a difficult time.

YH: (14:57) & DSstie= B A H St M S0 st e HEAH7? /Then
you moved three times in middle school, what about highschool?
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highschool from a school in Gwacheon, it was a pretty good school in Seoul, and like
most high schoolers, | made friends but the main focus was studying to go to college.
Especially in my case, late study hall (yaja) was until 10pm. And in my third year it was
until 11pm so my school life was my whole life. Even so, | met friends who | would have
prayer circles with like an extracurricular activity. It was kind of like that.

YH: (15:57) 12 DSst D [ 52 YLIR?

Did you take suneung (College Scholastic Ability Test [CSAT], Daehak suhang neungnyeok
siheom, abbreviated “suneung”)?

GK: Xt =5 & MO LICH
I am part of the first generation.

YH: HEHLIR?
How was it?

GK: M3l &A= Ol Ml &S DAtet ) oAl &2t CHE HEHS AME0I™M D Mal I 2

020 A2 sat E SH2AM Ol ==t Bolet= Ml 2 AlEES I AIHAAE. NME E2
BL= MS 0NN Z 2 HOl AMES FEH AR U HS0 & A=0 &t 32
et E=0l.

Before us there was a scholastic exam like test and during my year they brought over the
SAT from the US. They called it suneung for short. So we were the first and last year to
take two exams in a year. Once in the summer and another in the winter, so twice even
though you only take one now.

YH: 8 JdZ 2 Alg2 Uss 2t H 1
Did you go to college with those tests?

GK: Ol Xl S 25| OHDlotH. =S, Ol K 2 WAl =5 Jeld Ol st et WllA 2=

= 0Atet) Ol AIOIE JtA SH Off DF ﬂ E AU, M IHX0 L. 20 OlM Mal i 22
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SAEE SN MNSD STWE UCHIH YU 220 Ul O Mes AELICH

Technically, yes. Usually you go to college with your overall grades, the sueung and then
you take the college’s bongosa test which is like an essay you write at their school. 3
things. But in my case, it was the first year the CSAT was put into place and there weren’t
many places that did the essays. Only the really good schools like SKY. Seoul University,
Yonsei, and Korea University. And when | was in my third year my parents moved from
Gwacheon to Incheon. By car 1 and a half hours. So | was in a situation where | couldn’t
follow them. So my third year after the summer | lived by myself. It was a place 15 or 20
minutes from the school by bus. In the morning | would wake up by myself and pack two
dosiraks (prepared lunches) and go back and forth from there. That was how I lived.

)



YH:17:34 1S M RH QL E = A& 20122 0tLIEH O 8 2H

Does that mean you started to learn how to cook?

GK: OtLIR. R¢2l= dlle =2 &8t ot A0t et JFHU=H 1A E Ol A BHCH A CH
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No. The only cooking I could do was rice and my eomma (mother) would bring banchan
(side dishes) and | would use those, I didn’t necessarily cook. I didn’t have a lot of
interest in cooking so I didn’t bother to learn. And when | got a job, the truth is, even after
college and 3 years of working, the only cooking I did was make myself ramen. And when
my mother would have training or if she would be gone for a while, she would make
banchan, my father would bring them, and | would leave after eating. It was that kind of
life.

YH: S CHAl 01 DI Z2 JtH a2 Al HEI HECIE L0 R?
Then if we go back to college and work, when and what college did you graduate from?

GK: === 2J¢et UhS0 Ate N21= T ROl UK. X M 2Holl 2 gt =0l CHet
g Y (Hatgac]) MSELL Y Z22 H UMM Mot gdssts A28 E2A0
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After the CSAT I thought a lot about where to go. I still had the competitive spirit so |
wanted to go to a coed school but amongst the schools that didn’t have the essay, Ewha
was the highest ranked. So | went to Ewha. And since I did church activities since | was
young, | was interested in helping people and my parents encouraged me to pick the
social welfare department.

YH: (19:33) A ™ Oist=2 Ol Xl 498 Che H 2D Ul 2 & 27/ Then after 4 years of college it was
work? Yes

GK: 34
3 years

YH: 18 &2 0LIE URLR?



Where did you work?

XollOl= MOt OHE M CHLIE O AE?2 1 28 &80l 28 &850 2280/ cec 2t
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The first year in college the circle | was in, the club was called ccc, it was like a Korean
campus club for Christians. (KCCC - Korea Campus Crusade for Christ). While | did
training there, | worked in the editorial department, a place for making books for a year.
After that | worked inside the Salvation Army at a nursing home for the elderly.

YH: (20:24) 1IN Zol= Lot= S0l Ol XM ZH &2 J1<0lctE I

Do you have any strong memories from your time there?
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Z Ot 2. /I helped the elderly who usually lived there. And because it was with the elderly
that lived there, | would help them and run programs, manage volunteers, and so on. But
while | took care of them, they were very healthy and could live by themselves, it felt like
they had been abandoned. There were around 50 people at the nursing home. As I looked
at them | thought a lot about family. They said that even if you have a lot of money you
shouldn’t give it all to your children, you should keep the money until you die. That way
the children will visit with their children or else you will be abandoned. It broke my heart
to hear them say stuff like that.

YH: (21:53) MOt J1otdl2= MM 2O HEME0 CHol M OIS obal B0l Q=0 Wl 2
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From what | remember you had talked about your boss at one of your jobs. You mentioned that
their actions made you very frustrated.
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This boss was one of the people | experienced but they didn’t come everyday. Every
once in a while, they would show up. It is very embarrassing but they were an Ewha
University professor in the nursing department. This person who only showed up
scarcely, while we do all the work like promotion and programing events. They would
treat other employees under them as less of a person and scold them and harass them
for things not related to work. It was to the point she would attack the person’s
personality. Why did they have to do that? Did they feel pride in attacking employees, or
feel better about themselves by putting other people down? It turns out that you will meet
many people like that throughout life. There are people who cannot control their own
emotions so they take it out on people in front of them or their own children and use
them as their own emotional trash can. But of course there are good people too.

YH: J8€22.
| see. Then

YH: 23:56 MOt €Jl2= Wl HOHE AIESAH 6 O M2l D2 20 et &
= Al../From what | know, your dating was thanks to my aunt, is that correct?
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GK: JfLINL 8t=22 ot D3I €2 2™ A blind dating, blind meeting 01 & |
otEOtR. 201 & Olc2t) ot=0 DdefLint SEQ 2. 01 H HESH HES0I =2Hall 7l el
=2 ZJ.EI_?_ AOHE0l 22t B Ot & &2 e A OlX Mal gS40let Qa4&=018 SO
HsM0lct OlM 22 SWE U HUL. S, =82 0IM 20 AT 2SS 8 HE.
JdelD= 0ld S UM Mol §sM0l Rl X ONE 22 &30 20l
SEE0HH & AU, QAL 20l =S otHAM M2 0l X OI0FJIE GtCHF 8 Rels
Lt QO A=0l, o & LI JA=0 &8 2HLEEN? HStH M SHE UK. 1 Z Al XDt
2 T 2Ol 2= I S0I2M. U A 20 &3t S=SM6HH 830t 2 Hol K. 8 ¢ et

CHLEE ). OFXI B M SOl A+ OhXI 2 S & 0L JF et B BFLE BRLE? T A OF Kl O Z1ch
ot 22N HotAH LA L. Hol A 2t K. BtLEA Of 201 Ot B ol Al Z8FXAI 2
EIM=E €10 UAE. 20 A S L= & °.=l AUA= HUHL. U EH FEAE D
RO AHGHD 3 dE0A &S AHAIHAE & S 20| E%*O*WO el gEE Helgt
LIHAI 382 8501 CF A=l =X A, M5 OIHI O 22 RLJAMUM 22 5t
URLD L= E W HR E2 HUK. 0l S0l 28 010k, # 0= Lelot ot
Aq= EE=0 28 010FII. Ol & OHDIE U JHOIRUA ot Msl G382 1 A0 =2t
UL del D= M ObJbMI D, &L BHUEAIOHA 30| JdddsE AUl A= Z2AM el
= JtoFE O L= U2 JtE Al 4‘:@3—.*0%7 LIt=0 U2 Z2&0lcte &2 fEAdE &
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BtHUAM S3tE 8t Bt L. 32 B0 X E Otd =0l Al =201 OlM ‘Z2E S o 0F2CH?
‘Ol AtEt= ZO0LOFACet= M2t S 0D otHet L R.

In Korea if you don’t have any chances to date you go on blind dates or meetings. There
is also another one called sun which feels like a more formal meeting where there are
adults involved. And a sogaeting is one that is more light and informal. My younger
brother and my husband’s younger sister went to the same school, college. My younger
brother had gotten back from mandatory military service so he was in the same year as
my sister-in-law. As their schedules overlapped, they mentioned they both had single
older siblings and my brother called me. At this point in time | was doing a lot of suns
and | didn’t like it but | got a call from my brother saying this would be the last and only
time he asked for a favor. So | said okay and went out comfortably. So | went very
comfortably in a t-shirt and jeans. And some man was standing in a suit. It was very
uncomfortable and I felt a lot of pressure but we ordered food and ate with the two that
introduced us. But excluding my husband, the three of us were all majoring in social
welfare, and | was working at a nursing home. So we had a lot to talk about. We talked
about our studies. So my husband at that time just paid and left. As soon as we met my
husband brought up marriage and stated that he needed to get married and leave to go
abroad to study. For me that was very abrupt and uncomfortable and I did not want to
marry, so we split and | went home. Apparently my sister in law told my husband that if
he liked me he should reach out again. So accepted and met him again before this retreat
he had to go to since after the retreat he would be too tired to meet. So we did. We
watched a movie together and went out for tea. Later he told me that he thought “I need
to marry this person”, “I should hold on to this person”.

YH: (27:13) ¥5l= 22 H3 LIR?

Do you remember what movie it was?

GK: J| & 0| otLt=LILCh.
I don’t remember

YH: Jecid Btg S 2 =0 HOAM SHRLER?
Where did you guys meet?

GK: # (&2 2 dllst S0l A Bt .
We met in Daehak-ro at Hyehwa-dong.

YH: D82 2. 21127
| see, it was in Seoul?

GK: M= LICH
Yes.

YH: (27:48) D241 DM S2H M &5| SHLD| AIRE 2401272

Then did you two meet slowly after that?



GK: OtLIOlR. &S| ot BHGFH . DI 6Z0IA L. 10 BHLE SE Y BHLE & B BHGE )
gHO| =H3E UL BHR. =S UL AN 2AM & H [ Btt=0 1 Ol M Z2=0tAt ]
ottt L. Al HAH 2Ht=S [H.

No, it wasn’t slow at all. It was June then. We met twice then, and then he went on his
retreat and we met once after. He asked me to marry him then. On out third meeting.

rfol

YH: & 2l SAJAUL.

Wow, that was fast.

GK: Ul. A J US2H= AtE2 etd. otLt €0l g & XLt & & HIt= 0led
S 2tHo ORDlotH 2 620l 2L 7= 0l OI K -1 & &0l 2LAHE ot Jt) 83 0l <2l
S0l CIAtSHH 2D 90 It HES SHLED 1030 1 0F2 E2F AL S B HAEAS
123 0l ¥ =LICL. IYea, after that we it was ilsacheolli, meaning everything just happened
very quickly all out once after. To say it simply, we met in June, went to introduce myself
at my to-be in-laws in July, August was my house, in September parents on both sides
met, October was the photos, and we had our ceremony in December of that year.

YH: & H 2 Ul 2.
Wow, that was so fast.

GK: 501 & BHoll ZE=ASLICH
It all happened in 5 months.

YH: S. 24 S JMFH Ol A0 A
Then did you live with your in-laws after?

GK: Z2 &0t A= &AL,

After marriage, yes.

YH:29:04 18 HIIM OlXl Rl E AlE BHS I AISEAUR?

Then is that when you started to learn how to cook?

GK: R2IE ol Al =SME.
Yes, | started to cook.

YH:S 08 RclE WS -0 2?

What did you learn first?

GK: AlHH 2 T SAS M3 dEZd2 BR= SAS T 24HoHH He AEL0lD HE
ANz SAS DA HAU=E AERLZ0/0 K. OFE R HENXL. HCOL 3 8 RS
Jtedd EHIotD AU H20 M= 7t 2 dA=s 2EAS 1280 ot I TS0l 92 Ol
el RS Jtd ) 2= =0 O Ol X = ghE 0l A2 23S A=A 201 &K &
AEIOID{ L. Almost 2 years. 1M MR E CIX QIHUWE O & U E FXHAM



sSAS HEH ot=Xl. Ol Al Ot =H OlXNl =0ty ot Btat= ot Brate EBHEE
L2 22 Aot DIt S otD OlEHE &, 20 & Rote 4=20I%1D J
20l SALC AZ2H0l & Z0| Z2FEH Ul SO0IUL. AL UL,

My family eats very simple meals but my in-laws tend to really take care of their appetite
with richer meals. Additionally, my husband was getting ready to go abroad in the
following September after our December wedding. But that got pushed back for 2 years
meaning that | lived with my in-laws for two years. So | started to search the internet for
instructions and tips on how to cook. In the morning there would be bap and guk and
banchan (rice and stew/soup and side dishes) which was usually seasoned greens and a
meat or fish dish. But since | was new, | wasn’t very good and it took me a long time.

30:20 [Cut-start] Not relevant to the interview
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30:50[Cut-End]

YH: (30:51) 0 & S ™2 O HI?

For example?

GK: O &< &0l 2 gl dAdsdl=le 0l DMERH &= 245. = (HLIE &0
IbA HAH Z2ACH L=2= 20t OFHE 2 &0t? 1 OIEIHE HEN x2IE 2t
(@]

-

W23lE 28 HH SIS Ohedl QU SIEI LUK S JH0lR, BRHN Zols @,
ORNOZ BUE & BUE 28 5=, 0jzislos S 0LA OIH D& 614 1 O sy
OHE 0 Bo1m BB D = J2lD 012 ot .

The day before I would plan the menu for the next day and go grocery shopping. | would
go out with my mother in law and she would say what menus would be good. What
should | do with these vegetables? How should | cook these? | would think of questions
and then ask the internet since | had nothing | knew. How to make doenjang jjigae (bean
paste stew). Like how to cook bean sprouts, how to make banchan with the bean sprouts.
I would search it on the internet and then do it the next morning and set the table with
rice, side dishes and stew.

YH: (31:30) 1™ MHHLIotY) 21 AIUHOIM= B2 A S+ R?

Then did you learn anything from your mother-in-law during your time there? (regarding
cooking)

FIO

GK: =2 il 81X Ot0ll 8iXl= & X2 N3l OLIE 8 SAS 6L 2 MIt d26ts 2
‘Ot H=clot =1LE OLK Bi=clJt of & & CH 0l =22 (LI E ot 2. (0L =



otAlD HHLI= 2 OINl & otAl= ot M LHIEXI LD 0124 HEAH olict. M2 HE A off 2t
Ol A LEoH =AlLD.

There wasn’t much I learned directly since my mother-in-law's thought process was “Oh,
she is here now, she can do all the work”. She still helped. She would come over while |
was cooking and tell me this is how to do this and that.

YH: 8 M&E & He 20l A0R?
So there wasn’t much that you learned?

GK: 2£0|l= 8l= A 20t
There wasn’t a lot.

H

YH: (32:10) S Al Ol Xl St& S0l OFLIZH = 22 H OtLIH = 22| S0l Story 22 H
o

L R?

-

s there a specific banchan or guk that has a special story to it?

GK: Story...0f HJt 2tE HU2? OtLIG S0 S0 = H 0 2HSHE=? MOt TS
M &I ORI KI B Mal= S AlZ=0 JLE e ZolA Jtetel B0lA =0 M= 1
I JtetoteE AKX =2ROK. el Ol Mal 22801 0OIZ2 A =210 OI Xl 2 Jttotd
sl 0l S ot A OtLID MEIE DEH EHNK REZ IIRAHD HE ROl
CHOMAM K. 20 0 BE 2H0l B0l Jttollts A2 eIt = =2 2AS A HAHU S0l
] == 0tLE A0 2. 0let =01 S ULk 0l D*Oljl =0l 2ol S0 9tE Ol Al
2HAIS BHS 0 FAlE AWK D 0 A OlH Xi= =0l dA U=l 0let L2 &1
OlLl 2220 =g 2t §£20l HAM /e OI@ Q—v— | 2EZ2 220 AU K. JIHA
S0 ADICHIL OLMN 2O BHAHS Dttt of 2HoF 20t=, 482 2 0 3 JAWE. H e

S| oA OlMl HeS 2 HOAHOIH 2 A JIHI RALIN &2 H HMHAH ASS WL
el S0t YA e Y0l AU 2 X0l A scrapbooks CHE A HUR. &2,
X0l A Eetd Ol OIEH 0 =2A0 2Re M OZ 206tAl= e J1240|
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AL, IS0l oLt FARLIE LOLFE S5 L0 A Ol M BEHY| 2= = TS0l 12
JIEN SFIHR. At O™ &85 20l St HO AEOIR? 20 2&H0I2tD 22
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Hdl 202U grain syrup 28 S 2SR H0lA. OIH 22 WS HIMLIDE DA X
&0l A XES UHSUHA O Ix4_4 of2tE AME b8t HE I SIPUANE A=H0 K. O
HAOA OZ OlM 2tAl S F=Al=0 20l 2 HAH otAl= H&. R0 H® oF T Lt Ol Al
dAE S0 EO0HtED) store ol =10, ot =0l 2 O 01 Al =8E A ’E*OPEE. 20
OlMl 22E0] &0 et HAIH =401 IHE Ol M RS2 0] Otttk Ot 21 EAl0= 0t 2
gAl0E= 371% Sl &0l etEE R0l HSFEHAD Y 2 20K, A 0l I”’“OIDP
A=l ’l.“m | S 2A0CHOt S = 0lEH S %9M01° Jdeld OZ THUHEH O
SsM0E =0l JXE =10 =it &0 ¢t €= HUlR. A =St 2sEH? A
Jlgdezes J-E A 20K, M 2 J0Z HUHHHD SOt EHE JHAI LD, 4
MOl JAULE. SA Ot ollE R 24 0l AS01 & HO0| J/90| Lhe X 20t
Something | made? Or what my mother made me? When | was younger | lived in a very
rural area in a very poor house. At that time | didn’t know | was poor. My parents never
said that we were poor or struggling and worked really hard so that we wouldn’t feel that
way growing up. Poor meant that we didn’t have any money for extra things. Like snacks
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but how much money were kids going to spend? It was just that we didn’t have some
things. But my mom would sometimes make us these gansik (snacks). Nowadays ovens
are very large but we had this mini oven that was similar in shape and size to a rice
cooker. She would make these gwaja (snacks) that were made with maybe flour, a little
sugar, and a whipped egg. And there were no machines so she had to hand whip the
eggs. And the internet wasn’t a thing so she made this scrapbook with cutouts from
newspapers and magazines and she would look at it when she needed to. One of the
things in the scrapbook was thinly rolled flour dough shaped into a kkwabaegi (twisted
donut) and fried in oil. Then you don’t need a lot of sugar or anything, right? There was
this thing called jochong, like a grain syrup, that she made at home. Honey was too
expensive so she would make grain syrup and mix it with the fried dough. Then she
would store it in a jar. She would give us maybe one or two a day. When my parents
weren’t home, she would put it somewhere our hands wouldn’t reach. We had a tall shelf
so it was on top of the shelf. So my brother and I pulled over a chair to try to get it but it
was still too short. This was maybe around second grade? As far as | can remember. We
tried to reach it and it fell off the shelf. There was a time like that. | remember a lot of
food, snacks that my mom would make for us.

YH: (35:44) 1 201 & HE Ol AIHOIA & [ M IAH X0l 2= 2 X0l €2
2 0 AELILL BE 0tLI™ Ol Ml Z&? /Then did you feel any larger differences from when
you lived with your parents versus living with your in-laws?

GK: SAl 2E 222 0E 0H)) KB UAXIC 22| AT 22 F2 R2l% 22 IR
SAlZ 20| o= AEFL2 OtLIOIR. D24 LITH 01K K&l RO KT EIH AASHCHD =
— o= L=

CEAILD 2HHGHH & He= ABY0I0M.HE S8 A S s EQALL 834 MY
ALOI Ol BHOF S 2 AICH M3l Ottt 22 & ¢tEAl=. &8l Ol Sl AIY 22 B &
AN U0l H= AL HUR. DM 0 M= &= ot SFEOILIDL & 3D E ot=
OHET X OIMl A & o2 &0l OtLIUE H. XN = M2AotH EHoHH N32 AE D Lot It
MR LIt OIE*JH oHOFXl S €It 2ol OlMl =2 =2 &ttt =26t XIet O S Al= &
SEUMNSEEINNHR L2l U 208 34E',I HOIR. AI2H0l. ZI& BtE= AlZ2H0]. 201 CHt
LHOL Ol E S'jd BN NS 4A B0 UIKE 8 3EHS HAUCH OH 2tA A0 R. dfH HE S
T YHAHOFHEHWKR.0EHAZ OIH £ L& Z [HUA Ol JFSH0l X102 A M8
XH0l1? /\IO1EHL| 22 3= A0 MK Ol K 69 10l Ch= BtZ0 A €= otLt HE S
20l HES AlIZ2H0l €2 8l HOlK. ALt o D210t JqCH ol Ol Kl &4 0] ULH.
4™ %“93* AANE OIERH #R/R. DIIE OtEU 72 H=HOE OlM &2 &0
OlgiAloz, 2el ety Ot 0l 2FEHotH HA =0 0led X0l AL O 2 =R 4.
Regarding food, as | mentioned earlier, my parents aren’t the type to eat a lot of food. My
father is the type to eat really small. For example, if he ate ddeog (rice cake) as a snack
between lunch and dinner, then he doesn’t have dinner because he is full. But my in-laws
have a very healthy appetite, they eat a lot. So | am coming from the perspective of
making the food. It's not easy making 3 meals a day, everyday. If | think of it today, it
would be easy since | have that know-how. If | think of something | can get it done very
quickly. But at that time | was new and very slow. Everything took a long time. And on top
of that say if they ordered 3 pizzas at 4pm, then that is just a snack. Then you still need to
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eat a full dinner. Regardless of being good or bad, it was a family difference. Diet?
Difference in living style? Including me the family was 6 people, and since everyone
worked, there was no time to eat dinner together. So my mother-in-law was the type, if
there was meat or fish in the house, everything must be cooked in the morning. Before
the family left for work. My family always ate very simply in the morning, so I felt this
difference too.

YH: (37:53) 18 S Al Ol Ml Jt=01& & [ ==tE OlA A0l 22 2 =9[4 HO| ANHR?
/

GK: AICH Xt Ol ?AICH XFOI 2

YH: Like generational differences? A0 M & HA.

Like generational differences while you were living with your in-laws.

GK: Rc|Jt & 24 2 2E2H0. AUHE2 RS20l M35 &0t Ottt AIR2ES01E

same generation O|L| )} O Z1& JJ&d2d & 2 =2E N 20t
I don’t know about that. Since my parents and my mother and father-in-law were from the
same generation so | don’t think I felt any.

YH: 21& Ol Al CHAl Ol Ml =&t OIOFDI 2 SO0tZ2HR
Moving on to the study abroad experience.

YH: (38:35) J1& S5 H 0l=0 = HI|? /What was your reason for coming to the US?

GK: g XH0| 78 0INl SFote] L. SH0| 3F6tH &8 Z26te.
My husband was studying abroad. To study theology.

YH: 80| SFcte stille R = AURK?

What did you do while your husband was studying/taking classes?

L=

GK: HE IR NHR. Ul E5HS JIZ L. Zotes 25HE JI”sLICL
I raised a kid. I raised [you - the interviewer].

YH: 8 S Ol M wsl&d MdMeEs HE HLR?
Then did you continue your religious activities/life of faith?

GK: & £. 4l.
Of course.

YH: (39:00) 1& 02
Can you give an example?



GK: M3l Ol Xl 23 0= g8 XY S22 S major? 0lgl £==01 &15H0| LIt
&S00 A _’§| MesS BOHEE =Dt U/AAE. A OI=0 B0HE £ OlM XS 2Lt
ANHQ F20] UAUSLIN &2l Wl E & preferS D, i A OLM A & W2t
SN, ‘RA'CJH W ol=Ecde IR, dchd O At 14 = sSH0IE 2] 1
Drew(il Al Hudson Valley )t X| 1AI2t @ =2 At E Bt =ctetA HIIA XS 0lMl F=AkS
S AAL. Jd N OlK BL0l=s SFE oD SEH2. M= 0lM 0HE 3121, deldd
mo'OH EQREY L2 WS 2N WI0A OIK HIIA st=stnl el Ot0l= 1 €&

B 20t Ol €H 2 SLILCE ISince my husband’s job? Major? Was theology. You can’t
separate theology [religious faith] from church life. Since we first came to America, there
was a struggle with the language we preferred a hanin (Korean) church. So there church
we came to know was the Hudson Valley church. So we took Seung Yeon, who just
turned 1 and drove an hour from Drew University to Hudson Valley to be an associate
pastor for the first time. So during the week, my husband would study and | would take
care of the child. And on the weekend, Saturday and Sunday, we would go to church and
do hangul hakkyo (korean school) and bible study.

YH: (40:07) 0f DI 20l QU= SOH0I 8120 JbD AICH OFLIB BHR 0 YD AlCtets 4242 o2
= ALIR?

While you were in America, did you ever think about visiting or going back to Korea?

GK: 20| L. 73 USRI AJAL. HUR T
0

12D O0lM 2ot Ueltie X2 WL HHRA0FE I & HC= OHI1&E0tR. LHIH Ol Z Al
=0 OIH LHOF &0l OtLIRE ZERet? Z2Rot=? &2 22=. SolU HHEL B2 &

ZOl Ol Ml 20l H2E D Al Hed ™ £&.

Of course. | wanted to go to Korea so bad. It was such a different culture and | had no
family so | was also loney. And with a different culture, it means that there was a lot | had
to learn. | would do something and it would turn out it was a mistake and something |
shouldn’t have done. I didn’t really know. In particular, | had a hard time with language
since it is very important to culture.

YH: (40:45) XIS 01= 2tCh= 0HJIE KNI SEtHl s [ S22 HHEIIR?

When you first told people that you were going to the United States, what were their reactions?

GK: S0l M3 218 fE2ES0| BHIONR. Z2& &0l = 2AT= HIIE =S W
FSE2 (e g2 SRUL otXS He T eS80 et 2¢eH ZE2C 2&E o
Ao Z]ACHL 0l 25 ofed == Ul S EtUHoHAE F2& AR L. HIF SF ot

Jt= Al OtLILIJt.

In the beginning, my parents were against it. When | talked about studying abroad before
the marriage, they said your husband is going there to study but it will be so much
harder for you, it would be better if you didn’t go. You shouldn’t marry. They told me
these things and were very against it, since | wasn’t the one going to go study.



YH: (41:35) =210l =IJ/0ll= &= 0l=2 2. dll= 0" X 20K ? /How would you
say you felt the relationship between South Korea and America was at that time?

GK: M3l 2= M= =21 0= 2HIF QZ H L X & 0F2t Ol =0| &2t S&8ot=
LI2t? American Dream? 2 CHO} T-?E o Al CHAl &t E E =02 M o &2 |XId ol
AE D 2HE0 Ol JUJUE. 286t ot o EHX. 0l AHE.

When | came here, the relatlonship wasn’t that bad. America was a country that Korea
looked up to? The American Dream? You would go there to study and come back to a
much higher place in society. It would be better to study there. Things like that.

YH: 8 0l=0lA &8N 1 8242 0tE U
Has that point of view changed?

rr

H&ZO0tR?
GK: 20| B3 &, OF 6lolol &t=0] E4 £0tR.
It changed a lot. Hahaha I like Korea way better.

YH: O OlK 22N &= It 20 ol 2 Abd 22 HLUE OtLE A&2 &
UL LIR?

ro

A
Do you? Then were there any stories or instances where you wanted to go back to Korea?

YH: (42:26) CHAl D10 2IC 2t H20[=H et Ol Kl AFAS?

Any specific situations that made you want to go back?

GK: 2X| g0t et = M MalJt =2 ol It 9/11 TS next ol Qi Lt 27?2000, 9/110|
20014210122 2001 H0l&. 12l 2219120030 =023 FHAI? =4, I 20
ANQIAS JLXI X &2 AL S0 driver license)t (D] TH HAYOH L. JH A 22 DMV
Ot& BAIBHHI LIJIM = 4AI01 LI 2 £ = KIS A JA/Y=0 & e U= %i—c.’—.
St RE A4 Rele S2otd OIM SHELZ 0|20 SHBAIEH 42t L2 E HAA
FZoteE L2H 0l A S MU AL M HIIA Ol A OFOIE Hlel 2 M A jEHE
MERXE H2M A 1 driver license= (1 D], &tJ| ol ANFEE S Atote S E HE
HXD Ol =SS otBEA UR ESLLOIENH oAM= 018 01=2=2 & 20l 2T Ol ul.
M.

We arrived in the year after 9/11. Was it in 2001? Yes, 2001. So we came in 2003, which
was 2 years after. But because of 9/11, it was harder for people without citizenship to get
a driver’s license. So we left at 6:30 in the morning and would stand at the DMV until 4pm
when they closed. And even then it wouldn’t work out. We came to the United States to
study but it felt like they were treating us like criminals. At the security office. So,
standing there with a kid, taking turns eating a sandwich, to get that driver license, we
went there multiple times as they kept checking the documents. It was very tiring. This
was nof the way to live in America.



YH: (43:48) 1fH =2 =0 2 0= B A Ol Al &2l WslE HOl ?;%Lgoro Sense of
communityZ 2 2 &J| ol Al. SAl 2CI& 1€ el 3| It

Many people, when they first come to America, look for Korean churches to find a sense of
community. Did Korean churches play the same role for you?

-v—

20|

=
=
2. 23
3|

H1

J

A} Wa TMItS SEIl= 0. el Ll &2
2 NS0lA OlENH Ol otMle. E2E 0l
g2 11 A0 M3l ] Drewct= st
g 2=0I 01|E‘:E' OLOIJt Ot = [
=X 0let AESOHHE RS U &

m

o

2 stma
&8

o
L

30
J

=
-
=10

H M

=
—

OE
nio

ETE =
S0l HSAHR. DIEI QA
. 0l& 24 check2 < Of

08 [T gy

-

]
(A
~
o

0l

)
jo

ol

FRA0 2.

In my case, the church itself was far away and our situation was a little different. Usually
people of the same area meet at church. It would be hard to get information. But in our
case, we had sunbaenims (seniors) who were at Drew. They had come in advance, for
example, if my child was sick they would tell us what and how to go to the hospital. They
taught us how to write a check. They gave us a lot of help.
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YH: (45:00) Ol =0lM &2 A Ol Ml OlKl OHE 3FOILL IR &EOIR. Ul OZ &, JtE
=10 = [ OIE

A0 HDHS I HIIMH B2 Q2L SAS 6t JIENA 2 Ié
reflect OlLIH 22 E==2 JLIKR?

You raised three kids in America. In your family did you see a reflection of the foods and meals
you cooked at your in-laws?
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GK: AtAI 2 OI Xl A0l Y_2SHA= A& 0| LH A0 OtLICH? 2F2F Ol 2422 LY O &2t

StA Z2F Ol Ot <2t 0l & =201 S JUJ K. D80l OlM RS QLA 2680
2 &8 my core family O| 2 AdDJ[LIJF & O MBS 0] HOHA=E HUHKR. 8= He A
A0, Sollh g8 &2 BFE Hel stals et= S4= O £0tot)] =20l O ’éOHA B
240 B0lg =0/ SAS ot N0l HOl MBS A0 M=, 0 HE 2| A I AHA
UEOt2. 11 OE LietolJ] 20l AtZ2 =0l HeE MEot THE&E 0. el A Ol Hl &l
OIEE Jte A Ate & B0 E”RD e S0 e H = 2 20 A L. & (=S =0I
S ROl UAUE, M & =202 el HI==otH S 2 20t2. O 21 IFOH\-I

HOIED HEAH ot=Xl HOIE2D 0l A2 1 H oAl 8t= SAS HOl ol HUAS.

At my in-laws it felt like | wasn’t doing my own livelihood. I felt like | was briefly there and
would leave soon. But then as we came to study abroad, | made my own core family and |
felt a lot more responsibility. Even when it came to eating food. Especially since my
husband likes hansik (Korean food) more. | always paid more attention to cooking bap
and guk and things like that. But there is a limit to the ingredients. We are in a different
country, and people eat different ingredients. We would go to the Korean mart but it was
far and we went maybe once a month. It was a bit difficult. So, it felt similar to cooking in
Korea. | would search the internet on how to make things and so we ate a lot of Korean
food.



YH: (46:43) 118 A% CLAl OI21 OHD12 SHIIH. 0|2 QA OlH ML ES/UAE OtLIH
MY 23 &= 019 22 A JULER? /Going back into immigration, what was the hardest thing
or thing that you regret the most?

= |1 TtMIDOHCHE 230 WO EH2= HI| 20 Ar
g2 = YUX.OIENH et AMI2HS HS stay 2 = SH2LI JHE
O 2HM.EH BFEE Hotd 2.0/ 0led 224=0l Ol M =30t
= &#0l&. el 3 2 20t o S O [??]otH & O
HZSoHIII #IBE N2 01& 42t UL, ot ot= soHill=
OIE St Al S O St LHOA BF=2S0180 Ol 2Ol AN EHUR
S0 0l 2= 0| ehot2l e A Z20tR.
Immigration itself is hard because you are going into a whole different culture. | actually
thought that studying abroad would be quick and we would go back quickly. I didn’t
know we would stay this long. The first thing that was hard was the language. | should’ve
studied more English. | regretted that. And I think for the language, if | had done some
more work, or studied harder, would it have been easier? | thought that. But, while
studying abroad, all the people | met at the school were Korean and so I didn’t think it
was too difficult.

£ SO0IIH. J|=1et= religionHl M S AlSk= OtLIH
=010] Ol Ml connect ot= 84 22 A JALIR? 0I=0ILL st=20 M &2t810] W3l CHLIEH A
HOl HAUE SA0IU w3l JtH ML= S4L. /If we go back to talking about food, is there a
food that you relate to religion or connect with through it? In America or Korea, it doesn’t matter.
Maybe something you ate a lot at church.

YH: (47:57) 224 CHAl S419] 047

=
=
O]

AN

GK: OfL| & A SIE X 20t2. et A IAE 2 20, (=20l Ol of 20l A=
etel w301 )] 20l AL S0l Wal0ll 2= Ol= SOl otLtIt &= SA S HaE = Jes JIE
OlHl t= S4I0l CHE H nostalgiall &= 0lg! 20| X (M SE& S4] 0l&d A Ot A
20t .

I don’t think so. | don’t think there was. Overseas, one of the main reasons people look
for Korean churches is because of the food and the opportunity to eat. There is a
nostalgic scent when eating Korean food but nothing particular.
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A food that is special to Koreans is kimchi (fermented cabbage). Did you do Kimjang (process of
preparing and preserving kimchi) in Korea?

GK: Z0l= ot D oHEZ2 AN K.
Not often but | did.

YH: JFEOILE OtLI S AICHOEA?



With your family or with your in-laws?

GK: A0l A
At my in-laws.

YH: 48 0= 2AM=E dES 20| UR?
Did you do it after you came to America?

0= 2t = 0I=0l=.. Ata! 2&0l2t= 2/0(2F Ol M 2 &0lct= 2[01Jt Ol Xl It= ol
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Ol=22 /<0 2SIt O2D] =20 6lE =9 = otH tHF 2A. 01 S0l =2 8t2
X0l UKXCHAS0 & L= A OtLl et 20| R. dE S otkle 0= AXNE EIHHE=E
HE ZXE. DKM OI=0 2N ZXE HIl 2A & 102D]. 0 H /%'QE SOtA AL

In America, well kimjang is the process when you collect cabbages when it's plentiful in
the autumn and make it to last all of winter. But in America, since there are so many
different climates, there would still be cabbage boxes. Of course there was a difference in
price but it didn’t mean there wouldn’t be cabbage in the winter. So I didn’t do kimjang
but I made kimchi. So I would buy like 10 boxes and make kimchi.

OFXH Ot
Ot=. &l Ol Kl AH&
A

YH: 28 g3UR?
By yourself?

GK' Ul. S0 AFHAN R & ZotLIDk 200 U HIA A0 AFHEAH. A EOF HTHt
& S% AHHI| & otCHt.

Yes. In the beginning we bought it. But it was too expensive to keep buying. So | would

make it and if it was too tiring | would also buy it.

YH: B 2= SJIZ2= 020K H2 et=2342 2 =0210] A8 ot= SA0I/UE IIR?
Then what | am understanding is that most of the Korean food you ate in America, you made
yourself?

GK: Ul JHd. XS Re2AA= 22X 0
BIMHLIE 2 S 23 2 0L

Yes. In the beginning there weren't a lot of Korean restaurants. It was all too far and
expensive. So we didn’t go.

8 W3l 22 Z2R2= W3l E 22101 Qeldt& Lt 27? /Then at church, did you aso
cook for the church?
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GK: OfLI 1 EAl M= RS AME0IAL FSAAI 20, KIS ot Xe &0, w0l
ot W3 HES0l S0t Jad Zdole €M JA2AEH2 10/ Ol M Ehat =
OlstMZ i AAM. M3l JbA HAE A 20t R.

No, at that time | was considered a student and we were associate pastors. So I didn’t do
it. The adults would have dates they were in charge of and would rotate making rice and
soup. We just went and ate.



YH: (561:13) ™ OlKl= 2l E =2 SJIHAM ofLER? OFLIS 21& off OF GtLIIL.

Do you enjoy cooking? Or do you just do it because you have to?

GK: &1 &D| ?loll M & LILCk
I do it to eat and live.

GK: 20 JIE OIM HO A2 H UALTH2 0t 014 GHE A oiOFXl Oled 2 JA=dl. A8 01
eIt HR A0A. 00 H HSR A20 US, 0led 2 OfLIL). 11 Ol off OF ot LIt of Al

= A Z20R.

HS 20 AIZILIDH Ol XE OtL ) SR SEHHM ot
OI = ol-j)l,

JZ sLICH

Sometimes | make something because | want to and | can. It doesn’t mean | hate cooking,
nothing like that. But I just do it because I have. It’s not like | hate it and someone is
making me do it but it also isn’t that | really love doing it. It just is a part of my life.
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From what | know of food is a very important part of Korean Churches in America.

GK: 4l & = LICH
Of course.

YH: (62:01) S Al A &l Ol= walg OtL & 0™ ZOl CHEKX OHJloi =4 &= ALIR?

Can you tell me why that might be so different from the American church?

GK: MJtdobilzE dlefez sA0 Uet &It Otelt 20 L. 0l=0lA 210t
g/\ng A HOIEE QOP%E st= SAS A= dlHS It D S = U= I3t
g gl 2D . s Mz a2 NS g E8g =8l B3R B0l /. T8t 8H=0
He H H2AX Ol M%%E Ol e N 202, JHAM t=2S0l s = Mol 82
MLUES RAolA L= AFB T B0l AN D St e=elss U =55 21
et=S40 tet &+2 18 eSS €8 += s et I /A28 dAN== flolA
LeEZRT BOLD U24S UL i 20l S S42 UA H28A Jdels=ss il
TZ2USZ2 DL MESS UM WHE UsDots 240l 1 02 012 &2 S0l

I think that attitude towards food is different. In America, there really isn’t the opportunity
to eat the Korean food that we have eaten for our whole lives. There are ingredients that
are hard to come by, and cooking isn’t the option for some. So when Koreans come to
church there are many that come for religious life but there are also people that come to
see other Koreans to get help and for the chance to soothe their longing for Korean food
and community. So, | think the joy of immigration life is being able to share food with
people of the same country and soothe their longing with the company.
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Even Korean churches in Korea share food, do you think there is a special reason for this?

GK: JI2HC2 &t Z3lliM=E SFHIMNE &N L0 Y= H 2H0l SRt 49 &halol A
Z0tR. et M Ol Ml 22l= 0t& ol 0l=2 A& =2 good morning 2! AtE OFA| B &t =
MESS[RESELILL] = AIEE 22 B3R 08 EQALUR?0EH HeE S HAd2
HEUNAMENE Y= HHE 0= 2 LI H20 2 HAHAJA=X S M otE ot =Kol CHEt
OHEE 2= A0 UM AHE. &8H SUHAH SA2 LseE H M2 S L0 el
HHE EH UE= LY SOl otLtel A Z2SLICH

In general I think there is an importance of sharing food in Korean culture. In America
they might say good morning but in Korea we say Did you have breakfast? Or did you eat
yet? Because they know how important it is to eat and have a meal during hard times, so
it's like a greeting asking how you have been or if you are making it through the night.
Coming together and sharing food is a way to share affection and improve relationships.

YH: (54:27) 1™ CHE topicR 2 SHIHH Ol S Al HE0ILEOtLI S S0F &80 CHEF

HZE A 24 2+5tAlLER? Moving on to a different topic, what do you think about jibbap
(home-cooked food) or eomma sonmat (the taste of food made by a mother’s hand)? S 2
question0| H{ € A = LEH. How did your mothers OtL| 2 how did your understanding of & & or
& 0F 298¢ change from when you were younger, to say, after you got married and had your own
family?

What the question is in English is How did your mother’s or how did your understanding of
jibbap and eomma sonmat change from when you were younger, to say, after you got married
and had your own family?
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I am not sure about how. But | know it has changed. When | lived with my mom, | ate the
food that my mom made me. So my ibmat (taste) was based on my mom and dad’s. Like
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what I liked or favored followed my mom and dad. Our hometown was Gyeongsang-do
(Gyeongsang Province) so we ate Gyeongsang-do food. Korea has slightly different
regional food characteristics. My mom is from Gyeongsang-do and my dad is from
Chungcheong-do and Gyeongsang-do food has stronger seasonings. For example, it's
not all like that but when you look at the characteristics of the food, Chungcheong-do is
more bland. So my mom tried to match my dad'’s taste a lot. Like my mom’s banchan, it
would be a little bland and not very salty. When | moved to Seoul and my family became
bigger, | was supposed to be the one to cook. So rather than cooking based on what |
knew from my family, | learned my husband’s family culture and cooked based on what
my husband’s family was used to. And then when in my own core family, myself, my
husband and my children, | started to make new attempts. | make food from the
perspective of a leading member of the family. There are so many recipes and methods
on the internet so | slowly started to enjoy it little by little. This looks good, so | would try
and eat it. Things my children like, what I like, it became centered around those things.

YH: (57:45) &2l Bt & Ot ==2R. 22 S & .

| see you learn to be considerate of others when you cook.

GK: f Mot JI=2&82e2 Y= & £0totXet S
SAS SHAM WIH0IZ HI| ?Ioi A o OFXl ot= £
20 A O0lZ otz AEL= §=0] £0tot= 2. 010
AE2dA g U= AsE2 == H =01 tiddctd
HANOZ? 013 M2U0HH &= A Z245? M2 OHIA QN &I LICH
I like to eat but | don’t think | enjoy cooking as much. Because | am not the type to cook
because | want to eat it. So instead of making things because | want to, | focused on what
others liked. Things the children like. Things they ask me to make that are easy, rather
than being considerate, it is more economical. Mentally. That’s what | think. My personal
answer.
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YH: 8 H 25 6Kl = SHIEH 20/, SHLURA 32 D2 sLUICH
| see. This is all | have prepared. Thank you so much for meeting with me.

GK: 4l.
Yes

YH: ¢tE 0| NI K.
Goodbye.



