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Thesis Statement
How did the perception of computer science change during the twentieth
century in the US and the UK? To what extent did this change have an
impact on the representation of women in the field?

Resources
•Abbate, Janet. Recoding Gender : Women’s
changing participation in computing. Cambridge,
Mass. : MIT Press, c2012
The book is written by Janet Abbate. It is about women in the field of
computer science from the Second World War to the late twentieth
Century in the USA and the UK. The book highlights the potent presence
of women in computer science during the 1950s and the 19060s. It
raises attention to the gradual decrease in the participation of women in
the field since the 1970s. By examining the field of computer science
from many aspects, such as social perception of computer science,
working environments, employment methodology, and the change in the
nature of the field, Abbate builds a strong system of arguments to
support her thesis.

one of the disciplines in the Scientific Field that Rossiter bases her book
on. Among the many topics discussed in the book, the most relevant to
my research topic is in chapter 3: ‘Taking Advantage of the
Undergraduate Openings: Impetus to Ever-Broadening Reforms’. In this
chapter, she discusses the different academic institutions and their effort
to attract more women to the field of Computer Science and Science in
general and their results. As she presents her findings in this topic, she
highlights the underrepresentation of women in the field.

Figure 1: This image is taken from the Introduction, page 3, of the book.
It demonstrates the decreasing presence of women in the field of
computer science.

•Rossiter, Margaret. Women Scientists in America
: Forging a New World Since 1972. JHU Press,
2012.
The book is written by Margaret Rossiter, a scientist and a historian in
the field of sciences. Her book denotes the suppression that women
have been going through in the USA from 1972. Computer science is

Figure 2: This image is taken from the book in chapter 3. It shows the
number of bachelor’s degrees awarded to women in computer science
from 1970 to 2000.

•Women in IT : Inspiring the Next Generation.
BCS Learning & Development Limited. Oct 2014.
This book is published by BCS The Chartered Institute for IT. It has the
form of a collection of bibliographies of successful women in the field of
computer science. Each bibliography centers around the first-person
narrative of the person of interest about their path to computer science
and IT, and how they manage to achieve and retain their position. It is
then followed by a short profile of the person of interest. There is a
diversity in the pool of professions taking by the women mentioned in the
book. To name a few, IT professionals, entrepreneurs, academics, etc.

This book presents a rather optimistic view of women’s participation in
the field of computer science today.

Image 1: The Image is taken from the online journal: Journal Hydraulic
Research

Brief Description
At its early stage – the beginning of the twentieth century, Computer
Science was a female-dominant field. The number of women who
actively worked in the field was significant, when comparing to the
alarmingly low figure at modern time. Nowadays, Computer Science is
categorized as one of the hardcore sciences which are dominated by
male scientists. Providing the demographic shift, I am intrigued to
investigate the change in the perception of the public of the field, and the
extent to which this change contributed to the imbalance of gender
distribution in the field. At a personal level, I am particularly interested in
the topic of Women and Computer Science because I consider
Computer Science a potential major for my undergraduate degree.
Therefore, I would like to know more about the gender role, if it does
exist, in this field to better prepare myself for my academic choice.

The topic of Women and Computer Science is directly relevant to the
subject of Sciences, Technology and Society. The topic is tied with one
of the topics included in the class syllabus – Science and Gender,
Women in Science. The research paper will examine the participation of
women in a scientific field from a social perspective to investigate the
impact of society on the concerned field.


