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Origins of  our car culture 
•  1890’s saw complaints about lack of  farm to market roads 

•  Race to replace the horse takes off   

•  Desire for greater efficiency  

•  1893 first successful gas powered car  

•  1903 Ford motor company organized 

•  1927 Model T creates mass automobility  

•  Automobility = keynote of  20th century American life  

•  Car becomes symbol for material prosperity and individual mobility  

•  1973 OPEC Oil Crisis 

•  Consequences of  gas-guzzling cars apparent 

•   Cycles of  Frankenstein 

•  Increased need for restriction and alternatives, yet little action 

 

Franken-technology: What is it?  
•  Mary Shelley warned us 200 years ago that our creations (i.e. 

technology) can go too far 

•  It can become monstrous if  we let it consume us 

Discussion 
•  Need to prioritize a cultural shift, paired with a transition to new technologies  

•  Redesign cities to the effects of  our car culture 

•  Increase number of  charging stations  

•  Make current parking infrastructure accommodating for electric cars 

•  Guarantee easy pay systems 

•  Consider car shares and bike shares 

•  Increase bike lanes and sidewalks, connecting other modes  

 

 

Source: EPA, 2018  

•  Government actors should vouch for society’s wellbeing as a whole  

•  Use technology to benefit things beyond us (i.e. the environment)  

•  Ultimately, it is a human generated problem that requires humans to fix it 

•  Accept the need for change and make the change 

•  Critique our past to better shape our future  

Background 
Climate change impacts are both the most likely and 
greatest threat to humanity in 2018, and humans are to 
blame. The American transportation sector is the 
second greatest contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions, immediately behind the electricity sector. 
Relying primarily on the road and car for transit has its 
consequences: Nearly 30% of  all US global warming 
emissions are the result of  our obsession with getting 
from point A to point B in the quickest, yet most 
environmentally damaging way (EPA, 2017). 

In this era of  climate change, one thing is certain: the 
continued growth of  automobile usage is not 
sustainable. Unless we can make a cultural shift toward 
sustainable transportation alternatives, our planet will 
continue to face threats. 

Critical Question 
How can we use technology to be more akin to 
improving the fate of  our planet and specifically, 
reducing transportation-related greenhouse gas 
emissions?  

Thesis Statement 
America’s current transportation system has 
consequences. If  we do not start to tame our car 
centered culture, it has potential to become the latest 
Franken-technology.  

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Stout, 2017 
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“An alternative future characterized free from 
privatism, materialism, escapism, and exploitation 
that the automobile culture encouraged is within our 

grasp...Achieving it requires only our will, intelligence, 
and collective effort.”  

~ James Flink 

Source: Car Culture, 1975  

Source: Szondy, 2017 


