
1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? C (3)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Keep Orlins book because he simplifies complex ideas but get rid of sage math because it is very complicated for the students who have never coded.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
Yes I saved money purchasing an old edition calculus
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It helped me understand complicated theories and helped me apply those theories to calculus
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
The TAs helped walk us through problems and made them more simpler to solve
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would probably advise them to take MA130 is they don't feel super comfortable with calculus and want a revision
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Woman
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I have scored well on my midterms, and I have done fairly well on my CHEW and GROW assignments.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
My major requires calculus up to MA160, but I wasn't feeling ready to move onto multivariable calculus, so I chose this course to deepen my 
understanding of single-variable calculus.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I feel I have done well with paying attention in class, completing assignments as best as I can, studying well for exams, and going to office hours for help. I 
don't put strongly agree because sometimes I wouldn't start homework assignments earlier and ask questions in class.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
It was outlined clearly in the syllabus and all the exams have been fair.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
We stayed on topic and got through a lot.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Yes, the CHEW readings were interesting and the GROW problems was normally challenging in an insightful way. But I didn't find SageMath helpful.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
The feedback I received was only really through receiving assignments back and graded midterms, not really by any other clear means.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
Yes, everything was returned in a reasonable amount of time.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I really enjoyed Orlin's book. The readings that were assigned were very helpful, and supplemented the material nicely. I would definitely recommend it 
for future iterations of this course. I did not find SageMath helpful for learning. Because we were kind of thrown into Sage and I had no coding 
experience, the code that we did for the class never made sense to me. I appreciate the reason why Sage was incorporated into the course, but I don't 
think it achieved its goal nor enriched my learning at all. It was just confusing.
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14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I am so grateful for this decision. I was able to save a lot of money from not having to buy a specified textbook. I think that not having the same textbook 
as my peers did not affect my learning or the course at all. I hate when classes require textbooks but don't even follow the textbook nor refer to it often 
enough, and I don't think we relied on our textbooks enough to require a specific one.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
This has deepened my understanding of calculus beyond just applying methods and equations, and has allowed me to see how concepts connect in a 
larger context. It has made me appreciate mathematics a lot more because concepts make more sense and the way they were approached was very 
helpful.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I unfortunately did not utilize the TA resources, but I know people who did and they found it very helpful.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Ignoring major requirements, I would recommend MA130 for those who do not feel comfortable with or remember much of single-variable or who want 
a better understanding of calculus. If they did not need to enrich their understanding further and feel confident in their skills, then I think MA160 may 
make more sense.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Explore an interest in the subject (3)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think that what should be kept in the course are the way the exams are formatted because I feel that two large exams is better than several small 
quizzes. I also like the times in class that are used for doing example problems. I think that Orlin's book was interesting to read and we shouldn't only do 
that outside of class, I think it would be interesting to talk about that in class too. I also think that the GROWs and CHEWs, just based on my learning 
experience, should be replaced with concept worksheets to have more examples of directly what we are doing in class. These can still be apllication 
problems, it would just promote more learning of what is being lectured. I think Sage could be a useful in-class tool for visualization but using it for 
homework was not helpful for me and I would rather just use a graphing calculator on homework to avoid spending too much time on the coding rather 
than the concepts and math. I think that the topics covered should remain the same because it was a good review of single variable calculus.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I switched from MA160 so I never purchased a single variable calculus book. I had my old AP book when I was confused with concepts though. I think 
some students did not use a book. I like the idea of having one class book that we get assignments from. In past math classes, this was really helpful for 
me to practice the material.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I think this course has helped me to theorize math more and apply it to novel situations. I saw this especially with the optimization unit. My interest for 
math grew and I would say by capababilities remained the same.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were helpful when there were problems on the GROWs that I didn't know how to get started on. I worked very productively whenever I went to 
TA hours and it was very helpful.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Since I started in MA160 after taking AP Calc AB in high school and really enjoying it(AP), I would say that if you want to take 160, do a lot of review of 
calculus concepts before taking the class so your general understanding is there. I would also say to assume that you are going to have to do a lot of the 
piecing together of concepts on your own and it is very expected of you. 130 is a review of single variable calculus from a different lense in my opinion. I 
enjoyed the structure of AP Calc a lot more and I believe I learned more from it and became really passionate about calculus but if the student can't do 
this type of work without the structure in AP, then 160 would not be the right placement.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I was able to succeed in this class with the continued dedication of simple homework and studying hard for the two tests we have had so far.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I am planning on majoring in Economics with a concentration in Financial Markets, and as much as 125 was required I felt that 130 would be the best fit 
for me and prepare me the best to apply calculus to my other subjects.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I turned in everything on time and prepared well on tests, but I wish I had attended more TA hours and Office hours in order to get extra help from the 
faculty/TA's than having to go to friends in the class.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
Professor. Taylor has always been clear about his expectations and has shown them with his grading.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The lectures were very productive and Professor. Taylor's teaching style , using examples,  definitions, and proofs, was very compatible with my learning 
style.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The GROW homeworks were hard, but not impossible and they promoted complex thinking and advanced applications that kept the class hard.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
I didn't really receive a lot of feedback but the GROW corrections were helpful.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
Very good and usually in most classes we get something back.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Many office hours, I just did not use them all the time.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
Very great but not super stressfully challenging. The lectures were clear and the graded assignments were based off of the lectures so you never had to 
go to outside online sources to "re-learn"
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13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think that the course as a whole is great. It is just challenging enough but not consuming. There were some difficulties with Sage, but Professor. Taylor 
was very understanding and gave extensions when it was down. The Orlin book was the theory and a bit of a history book that was actually very 
intriguing.  I do, however, think that the purchase of the additional textbook was useless. We only used it once or twice for homework, and I only used it 
a few times outside of that to find definitions. The topics have been very helpful and established my building base of calculus firmly.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
As mentioned above, but I did appreciate the option to buy my own textbook as I was able to find a cheaper option, but I wish we maybe did some more 
with the textbooks as I did not feel I needed to purchase it in the first place.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA's were great and very accessible. They were super helpful in TA hours and they also promoted the working of us together with them to figure it out. It 
was usually a productive space.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I am not sure about what I would really say, I would probably advise them to do the one that your major required, but if they weren't sure they would be 
able to do 160 then 130 is a great option. It's challenging while not impossible and I have enjoyed learning more theoretical math behind calculus than 
before.

6

Colby College
21-22 Fall 2021 Evaluations

MA130C2021FA: Calculus I 2.0Course:

Instructor: Scott Taylor * 



1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I am doing well in this class and am expecting to finish with an A.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I am taking this for a major requirement and a distribution requirement.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I worked hard in this class. It was easy for me to work hard because it comes naturally to me, and I also had a base in it from my past calc class.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
The expectations for the homeworks were clear, although they were hard, they were graded fairly. He also graded the midterms with a lot of multiple 
choice and extra credit.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
All of the lectures in this class challenged me a lot. They were sometimes hard to follow, and Scott would cram a lot in, however it promoted learning. 
When there was a hard homework, we would be given some time in class to work on homework which was always nice.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Sometimes the grow homeworks were so hard that it was hard to even know where to start. This meant I often had to go to office hours or TA hours in 
order to complete the homework. However, I liked that Scott promoted working with others on these homeworks, and it was nice to find these people at 
TA hours.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
Sometimes Scott's feedback was too vague during office hours to be able to learn or apply that concept to a future problem. The feedback on the 
midterms was very clear.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
The work was returned within a week, and if he couldn't return it because other students hadn't completed it, then you could always ask for your grade.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Scott was very available for extra help, and I enjoyed taking advantage of it.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
This course was challenging during class, especially learning why theories were true and how they worked in a broader sense than I had learned before.
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13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
You should keep the system of CHEW and GROW. I think it is nice to have a completion grade homework and one that challenges you a little more. These 
were both assigned with enough time to complete them. The topics were covered in a systematic way that I appreciated. Orlin's book was an interesting 
addition, I think it could go either way. It was cool to visualize some aspects of calculus, however I don't think it was totally needed. The level of the 
midterms was very fair and doable, I felt solid about how I did on them. 

I think you can get rid of sage because not everyone has any background in this programming. Many people taking this class are not going to be computer 
science majors, and since we were not tested on it, it felt not productive to spend my time learning it.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I did save a significant amount of money by buying an old textbook, and it was useful occasionally. I think the way that the GROWs were, the professor 
could adapt them the way they wanted and didn't have to rely on a textbook to follow along. 

In terms of Orlin, it was nice that everyone had this, however it wasn't particularly useful, and we were not quizzed on it.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
This course helped me to understand more of the background of caclulus and why things are true. I had never learned any of this, or had the capacity to 
understand it. All in all, I felt more confident about my calculus and math ability after this class, which I hadn't had before. I have improved on thinking of 
other methods and being more creative with math because of this class. Thank you so much!
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
The TA hours were very useful. It was nice to be able to meet people here that were also struggling with certain problems. The TAS themselves were also 
very helpful and it was nice to be able to get hints from them in order to start problems because that was the hardest part of the GROWs. In order to 
improve the TAs, I think they can be given a little more background and made sure that the answer keys are fully correct.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would say in order to take MA130, your calculus class needs to have been honors or AP, and a challenge at that. This course based a lot on the fact that 
we already knew most of the concepts at a basic level. A lot that was taught was theoretical and proving, instead of example problems. I would say take 
160 if you feel 100% confident in your calculus skills, but if not this was a great place for me to start. 
However, I know some people are deterred from this class because people who should be in 160 are taking it instead. And hence, they take 125 instead. 

Thank you!!
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Orlin was a good book
Regular textbook was unused 
Sage sucked
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
Textbook went unused
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
The practice with math helped my math skills overall
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
The TA hours were the best way to work through the homework
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
It's a good step if you don't feel ready for 160
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Explore an interest in the subject (3)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think the sage should be limited a little. Everything else was helpful to me including the HWs.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I think just let everyone get the same textbook with no option but that one.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I learned so much about math, whether it was how math is taught in college or the actual math it was very helpful.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
They were always helpful un steering me in the right direction.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would do more of a placement test for next fall.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? I don't know (8)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I am assuming my grade at the moment is a high B or a low A, based on my past exams. I do not know what grade to expect because I think the final 
would make my grade either a B or an A.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
It is required for a biology major to take a math course.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I tried my best to understand the material in class and spent extra time trying to understand concepts and GROW problems outside of class.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
It was pretty clear what the expectation was for the CHEW and GROW assignments.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The examples in class and the proofs/theorems were extremely helpful in understanding the material. Some examples are similar to the GROW problems 
and can be used to guide me on the questions I don't really know.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Going through the GROW problems and struggling through them really helped me understand how some things work and how others don't. The 
questions were on the most part extremely difficult for me to solve without help though. The CHEW readings were somewhat helpful in understanding 
the topics like limits, derivatives, and integrals, but I do not think that it is that necessary, and is more like a supplemental thing for the course.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
The answers to questions in class and the feedback given on the tests are helpful so I know what I am doing right or wrong. There isn't really feedback on 
the GROWs though, so I just see points taken off but I am not always sure what the points were deducted for, but those were graded by TAs.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
The tests are graded fairly quickly, and the CHEWs and GROWs are returned very fast.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Office hours are available often, but they are not always at the most convenient at times because of my class schedule, but I go to TA hours every week. 
The instructor responds to emails very promptly.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
It was a very difficult course for me because I have no experienced so much focus on understanding why theorems work before. I don't really understand 
conceptual things and have never been in a math course with this much of it, and am more of just doing the math type of person, so it was very 
intellectually stimulating to be exposed to this new information.
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13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think Sage is extremely difficult, and I have used a TI-84 for my high school calculus class, so I, and I am sure many others, are more used to it than 
coding. It was okay at the beginning, but Sage got very difficult in the middle and the end of the course. I would have preferred a calculator. Orlin's book 
was helpful in breaking down the way things worked in calculus to math that I already knew, like algebra or geometry, which is helpful, so I would suggest 
keeping it to supplement the course. The topics covered spanned a good amount of calculus and I would recommend doing the same topics.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I didn't buy a calculus textbook, and I think it was the right decision because we only used it once or twice. I think it is better for everyone to have the 
same textbook though, so readings and problems could be assigned and we could help each other on them since they are all the same questions. I was 
also very indecisive in deciding which textbook to buy (and ended up just not getting one and sharing with my friend) so having a set textbook would be 
helpful in that regard.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It helped me understand a lot more about why certain things worked/the proofs. Although I would need to ask for help a lot, I knew a lot more calculus 
theoretically than I did before. Since we didn't do much of actual rigorous math, I think my skills in that aspect deteriorated a bit.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were so helpful. TAs helped me think through problems, and would sometimes go through them step by step with me, and both are extremely 
helpful because I would be very lost without them. I did work productively with other MA130 students during TA hours. We would discuss the Sage code 
and how to set up problems. The TAs are very nice and helpful. The only thing would be for them to put feedback on the GROWs so I know what I am 
getting wrong.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would tell them to take MA130 if they have taken calculus before and are not confident in their skills to move onto MA160, but warn them about Sage 
and the intense GROW homework in MA130. I think the Calculus placement process was great.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
Exam average of 90%, homework average a bit lower maybe?
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
Distribution req.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I did the work and studied hard for the exams. I came to as many classes as I could.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
Very clear what was expected.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Sometimes the learning process is drawn out and not helpful in this class, but the intention is there.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The GROWs and CHEWs are great, and very helpful to find out what I do and don't know.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly disagree (1)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
Not any feedback on the homeworks.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
The TAs did a good job.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. I did not seek help outside of class (0)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Didnt need or want help outside of class.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
It wasnt easy, but it wasnt a fully thoughtful course (which is ok).

13

Colby College
21-22 Fall 2021 Evaluations

MA130C2021FA: Calculus I 2.0Course:

Instructor: Scott Taylor * 



13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Sage is terrible and entirely unhelpful, please get rid of it. If I want to calculate something I will calculate it with a calculator or desmos, Sage is clunky, 
unreliable, and overall did nothing to help my education and learning experience, and I would argue that it actually made my learning experience 
significantly worse. If "coding" and crafting lines of code is going to be an expected and graded portion of a CALC class, at the very least make sure that is 
discussed in the course description so that new students arent blindsides like we were.

However, sage wasnt that hard, just tedious and a wholehearted waste of time. Please get rid of it. 

Orlin is interesting and funny.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I did not buy a calculus textbook, I used my roomates copy of Orlin whenever we had a CHEW due.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It did not help me grow.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were great and the best resource this class had to offer. The class would be borderline impossible without the TAs, most (the vast majority) of 
the students cannot do the grows without some help from the TAs.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I dont know anything about MA 160, so I wouldnt really be able to advise them either way.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. I did not seek help outside of class (0)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think that there should be more help with Sage. Sometimes Sage felt very frustrating and a little bit pointless. Orlin's book was pretty good in general.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I saved money by not having to buy a new book, but its likely things could have been easier to follow if everyone was following a specific book.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
This course definitely tested my ability to think more deeply about mathematical concepts. This sometimes made understanding concepts very tricky, but 
other times helped me to understand concepts more fully.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Keep it the same.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
Yes. Found a book for free. Nice.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
Yes.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
Very helpful.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Do the work early.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Assignments were productive, however very very long.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
Because I had taken AP calc AB last year, most of it was review
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I liked how Orlin used real life examples to demonstrate concepts. I was not a huge fan of sage, I found it frustrating to work with.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I did not have any issues with money, I was able to find pdfs online of calculus textbooks that worked for my purposes. However, I was a bit lost at first 
when asked to purchase any calculus book. A little bit of guidance, not necessarily a specific mandatory book, but just guidance would have been helpful.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I feel like I am able to explain concepts more than I used to be able to. We focused a lot on not just producing the problems, but also explaining the 
concepts.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I only went to one session of TA hours and they were helpful. The TA was able to talk us through the area in the problems where we were stuck.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Take 130 if you feel as though you are able to produce problems from calculus, but you do not have a full understanding in which you could describe the 
concepts thoroughly.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Woman
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
My projected grade, provided by the professor, was an A.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
This is a combination of requirement filling for both an interested major/minor and the distribution ones.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
There was a balance of working through arithmetic of problems and going over the proofs of the methods we used.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
I think that being more explicit (and if it was explicit reminding the classes) about the Orlin book's use. It provides explanations of concepts that can get 
confusing when doing the nitty gritty arithmetic, so reminding students that there is a resource that explains things in a big picture way can be beneficial 
to them. Personally, I thought it was significantly more helpful for the GROWs to be more difficult that the test- hence personally because not everyone 
would agree. I also think the reviews were very useful and clear about what content may show up on the exam, if the review was taken seriously then no 
content on the exams felt out of left field.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
I understand why it is unrealistic for personalized feedback to be expected. However, there are times where it is difficult to tell if the mistakes being 
made on the homework are based in a lack of understanding of the methods or arithmetic mishaps. Moreover, the homeworks will be marked incorrect, 
which for some is all that is required to get a good feel for what they did wrong, but from what I have heard from peers, if something is wrong it may be 
very difficult to know where or why.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Office hours were plentiful I am the one with the funky schedule. I think to maybe help with this, have a form, hyperlinked on the syllabus, for students to 
fill out to request separate a different time or maybe a link to a calendar where students can select time that work for them. In my experience, sending 
emails is very intimidating.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Orlin book good: It needs to be more explicitly outlines as the big picture explanations for understanding the methods- ie similar to how we should be 
able to explain it to our peers- I have a feeling some people read the book and have no idea what they are looking for, so they don't retain anything
Sage was difficult for a lot of people to do. I am not 100% sure why there was required sage for us to do. It was good exposure for people who are 
interested in computer science, but if someone isn't interested in pursuing it (math or comp sci) any further then it feels like a time suck. Sage is 
important to help us solve functions that we cannot do alone but I am not sure how that should be communicated into the class.
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14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
DO NOT INSIST PEOPLE USE THE SAME TEXTBOOK-
Let's begin with, there was very little required textbook reading, so for students who do not need the textbook for frequent use it is such a waste of 
money. For students who do use this resource more often, certain math methods have not changed significantly in.... how many years now?... so the 
textbook used for reading about the chain rule or product rule does not matter. Also, a good chunk of us used an online textbook- so maybe even suggest 
that!
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I do feel much more confident in my ability to explain and understand the concepts used in calculus. My arithmetic imported as well, but because the 
arithmetic was not the focus of the course, I felt that I was learning calculus not algebra and that the content was more accessible for me. I thought it was 
valuable that we reviewed content that everyone was exposed to already and then fleshed them out more. Personally, I would have gotten bored of the 
class if it was more similar to taking intro to calculus and I personally prefer the more theory side of things.
I know a lot of people who prefer arithmetic over theory so if the class is drastically changed again, possibly make a separation between a more theory-
based class and a more arithmetic heavy one.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA HOURS ARE SO HELPFULLLLLL. I went literally every week after week 2.
The only issue I found was that certain TAs had more understanding with certain topics and it was a little unfortunate when you need a question 
answered and the TA does not have the best understanding of that topic.
If there is a concern about TAs giving the answers out, I would suggest encouraging the TA to help someone with a question and if a different person has 
a similar question having the students work together. This lets the student who needs help get that help and the first person who was helped to solidify 
their understanding.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I do not know anything about 160 so I would probably just base my advice on whether I thought the incoming student felt more comfortable than I did 
entering my first year on college calculus.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
Tests, HWs, and participation have all been strong.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Disagree (2)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Sage is pretty bad. I would suggest getting rid of it or using more and in a more integrated/explained way.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Disagree (2)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Sage is not great. Orlin is fine. I liked the weekly workload and as someone who has background in calc the assignments were pretty easy but I felt 
comfortable mostly because the expectations for tests were always clear.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
Yes allowing us to buy old textbooks was good.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
Lots of proofs and explanations that deepened my understanding less than it grew it.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
Very helpful. TA's worked the balance really well and always gave a tremendous effort to explain and help.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
can't really help with this one.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
Likely a lower A based on projects, homework and exam scores
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Explore an interest in the subject (3)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I wanted to review my calculus skills because I was not very confident following taking calculus on zoom in high school
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I spent a lot of time in TA hours, office hours and working through homework and concepts
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
All class lectures were engaging and informative: going through methods and the reasons/history behind those methods- not just giving us formulas and 
expecting us to believe him
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
GROW and CHEW work was long and challenging but ultimately helped me develop my skills
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly agree (5)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
feedback on homework was helpful for moving forward
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
like clockwork
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
office hours were always available
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
it was challenging but rewarding
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I think that if Sage is going to continue to be utilized, it should be taught more in class if it is expected on homework due to the fact that TAs had no 
experience and couldn't provide outside help
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
This was extremely helpful and saved me a lot of money- I thought that general use of textbooks was much better than all having
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15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It helped me a lot in my confidence mathematically. In high school I never considered myself a "math person" because I had some teachers who were not 
particularly effective and really knocked my confidence. This course made me enjoy thinking critically and working through problems etc.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were infinitely helpful. I cannot express enough how much I appreciated them during this semester. They were so so helpful in helping us think 
through problems and providing us with the tools to solve problems without giving us the answers explicitly. It also was endlessly helpful to have time 
each week where many MA 130 students were all in the same location and could work together.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
If they were struggling a bit in calculus in high school and want a review then MA 130 was a fabulous course in that case.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Most of it was fine, but I really hated SageMath and attempted to circumvent the need to use it each time I was instructed to. I would rather combine the 
usage of twenty more familiar programs like Desmos and Wolfram Alpha and a TI-84 than use Sage. I know it is the first time the math department is 
implementing it, but I really don't think I should need to know coding to achieve a satisfactory grade on the homework of a calculus course.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. I did not seek help outside of class (0)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Orlin's book was really really good. I never had any passion for math before, and while I won't say it made me a math person, the bursts of inspiration it 
gave me lingered long enough to power me through many an assignment. Please dispense with Sage. It never offered me any benefits that didn't come 
with an equal amount of mental and emotional anguish.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
It did help me save money! I actually was able to find a PDF of one of the recommended books online, so that was great.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It helped me more understand mathematical application and concepts rather than how to solve problems from question to answer.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I did not attend TA hours, but that was my own choice. My roommates went frequently and seemed to have a lot of success there.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
If you took Calc BC in high school and remember a fair amount of it, you can probably just go to 160 and make up the gap as you go along. I felt a lot of 
things came back very quickly to me when I was reminded of them.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Explore an interest in the subject (3)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
If for distribution requirement I would take 160. But I’m interested more in the reasons behind calculus and how it works.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I spent a lot of time on doing homework independently and figured out every question I have.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Professor taught in a super engaging way.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Homework was challenging and required a lot of thinking.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly agree (5)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
He gave me useful advice when I went to office hours.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
-
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Professor was super helpful in office hours.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
Reasons and proofs behind each theory from limit to integral requires a lot of thinking.
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
-keep teaching in an engaging way
-maybe smaller amount of homework? Though it was helpful, it was also the greatest burden of the course.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I purchased on kindle which was not that expensive.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
Yes. To improve my logics and physical intuition.

24

Colby College
21-22 Fall 2021 Evaluations

MA130C2021FA: Calculus I 2.0Course:

Instructor: Scott Taylor * 



16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I check unsolved problems with TA and discussed with my friends.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
-students who have good foundations in calculus and want to fulfill distribution requirements in science are encouraged to take MA160. 
-students who are interested in reasonings behind calculus should  take 130
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I took this course mostly for my major, but also because I was interested in the subject.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The homework was extensive and sometimes felt like it was off-track from the course, but overall I think that it was beneficial. Especially the CHEW style 
homework that was more qualitative, as it got me to actually think about what I was doing.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I personally enjoyed learning Sage as I am familiar with Python and coding as a whole. I think it could be beneficial to have one day a week that was lab-
style, where we received handouts and got structured in-class time to work through sage and let people learn how to do it. I loved Orlin's book, and 
actually found myself rereading chapters and reading others that weren't assigned. I think that book would be an effective addition to any calculus class. I 
think the GROW homework with extensive sage work could be minimized, because even with a week to get through it it took a long time.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I found that I didn't use my math textbook much at all. Per my memory I recall one or two homework assignments where we had to find problems from 
our textbooks. I think we could have gone without the calculus textbooks and just had Orlin. The GROW assignments with written out problems were 
more useful than the calculus book since those were the problems we saw on the tests.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I learned calculus for the first time in this course, so I definitely know a lot more now than I did at the beginning. However I do think I was placed in the 
wrong level because I had no prior calculus experience, and I found it to be really hard being in a class where everyone else understood what was going 
on.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I think the TAs were really helpful. Some more than others, but even just being in the room with other students was really helpful.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would advise them to take MA130 over 160. I think that having the review, especially after the broken up and online years of high school. I think that for 
the foreseeable future, students haven't had a consistent high school math background due to COVID, and easing into the college math experience with 
130 seems smarter to me.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Disagree (2)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Strongly disagree (1)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Sage was pointless and just added stress to students because it was confusing and took a long time. Orlin’s book wasnt difficult but I didnt get why we 
had to read it. Topics covered made sense but were sporadic and had little organization.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
We didnt use any outside calc textbook, waste of money even if it cost a buck.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It made me grow a lot, each week in fact!! This class mostly helped me improve my skills with time managment and systematic learning of math concepts 
(understanding concepts from the ground up).
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were very productive, they helped me think through the problems. It did tend to turn into social hour when other students showed up but we 
would always be pretty productive.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would say this, “professor taylor is a great teacher and knows his stuff, but the class is pretty all over the place and dont expect to know how to do any 
of the grow assignments without TAs” “if you feel like you have a solid grasp on calc in high school, and i mean solid, take MA160”.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I have gotten over a 90% on both exams and have completed every assignment. I also believe I have done well on our graded homeworks.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I wanted to take a calculus class while it was still fresh in my mind from high school.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Strongly agree (5)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
I worked extremely hard in this class. I spent several hours on each homework assignment and studied more than I ever had before.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
I believe I do.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Some days were more productive than others.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
I would have liked if SageMath was either more or less implemented in this course. I thought it was a cool thing to learn, but I know a lot of people found 
it annoying to be putting in effort for something that we never really got graded on.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
He was always helpful in class or in office hours.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
We always received grades back relatively quickly
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
He had frequent and helpful office hours
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
I am doing very well in the course, but it was extremely challenging. I had to work very hard in order to understand and implement all the material.
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I don't really have much I would change about this course.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I rented a textbook but we barely used it.
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15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I actually learned to like math a lot through this course and now plan on minoring in math. I still have to work on thinking more conceptually about 
calculus as I've begun to, but otherwise it helped me learn that I am pretty good at numbers!
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were the worst and I went twice. The TAs didn't talk to us/ know how to do some of the problems. Also, the other students were always super 
obnoxious.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I hope that MA 130 is a good stepping-off point for MA 160. I think it was a good college course at least for me because it helped me review some of what 
I learned in high school and build on that.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? B (2)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I think I did solid on my first and second test and completed all the required assignments with quality. I hope to do better on the final and move a grade 
higher
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Disagree (2)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The lectures did not connect to me and the excessive notes without proper or easily understandable explanations did not made going to class very useful
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Disagree (2)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
The problem sets for the grow were way to confusing and impossible to crack using prior knowledge or by myself.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
The prof was great at returning back work on time
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
I used office hours a lot
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
the material is unlike anything I have seen and is really confusing and difficult
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
Out with sage
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I got an online pdf
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
Yes, it helped me think of math differently
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
The TA hours were not very helpful as the class had way to many people and made for a chaotic setup.

30

Colby College
21-22 Fall 2021 Evaluations

MA130C2021FA: Calculus I 2.0Course:

Instructor: Scott Taylor * 



17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
I would tell them to take 160 if they could.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Nonbinary
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? I don't know (8)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I liked Orlin’s book but hated Sage. I still don’t know how to use it and I wasn’t aware that this course would have such a large focus on programming 
when I signed up for it.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I thought this was great! I ended up spending no money on textbooks for this class which was relieving.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
It was a good review of calculus.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
I thought TA hours were super helpful.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
If you didn’t understand calculus before MA130 is the class for you.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
Male
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? - Please elaborate:
I am predicted a 100 in the course by the professor.
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
I thought I would need a math for my interest in economics.
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
Occasionally it was hard to give my 100% best effort when I didn't really connect or enjoy the material.
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
Everything was clearly laid out. Incredibly clear with course expectations and how grades / graded work were determined / graded.
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Most of what we did in class was very helpful.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
A lot of the longer assignments were not totally useful. I noticed I would work extremely hard and long on one specific problem, and then it would never 
show up again or have much importance in the long term of the course.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Agree (4)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
There wasn't much room for feedback, but when there was it was clearly provided.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
Everything was returned in an extremely timely manner.
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
Tons of office hours and TA hours when that wasn't enough.
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Agree (4)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
A lot of the material was difficult and took a lot of time and effort.
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
I thought Orlin's book and the CHEW assignments were a very good addition to the course. It helped understand the material better in a funny and 
physical way (with all of the images and real life examples). While I do not think sage needs to disposed of, I think the course did not nearly prepare us 
enough to interact with the coding system. It took excessive amounts of time, especially at the beginning of the course. Much more support is necessary 
in the future to continue using sage. But I thought, based on previous calc experience, the material worked very well and the progression / order of 
material worked well.
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14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
No, I didn't save much. I think there should be one specific textbook everyone purchases.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
I had to learn to have patience and that math will not always immediately come to me. I had to sit with a lot of the GROW problems for a while before 
fully understanding them or being able to complete them. The course also taught me the importance of collaboration with classmates, TA's, and 
professors. I definitely grew as a mathematically capable person.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA's were absolutely essential to completing the course, specifically the long GROW problem sets. They generally did not just give answers and helped us 
work through them. TA's did an incredible job, wouldn't change a thing.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Take 130 unless you plan on being a math major or minor and want an incredible challenge. I took AP calc AB in high school and took 130 here, and my 
best friend who also went to my high school and took AP Calc AB decided to take 160. For me, it was a reasonable challenge, but I was capable to succeed 
and learn and didn't feel like I was drowning in work or didn't understand anything. On the other hand, my friend from high school, who was equally 
prepared as I was for college math, has had an extremely difficult time in 160. For someone looking to continue math or just have a normal challenging 
math class, they should take 130.

34

Colby College
21-22 Fall 2021 Evaluations

MA130C2021FA: Calculus I 2.0Course:

Instructor: Scott Taylor * 



1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? A (1)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? - Please elaborate:
Econ
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Agree (4)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. - Please elaborate:
worked hard though hated the material
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Agree (4)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. - Please elaborate:
Get the right answer
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Disagree (2)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
Goes on tangents that dont materialize on exams. 40 minutes on the warmup is too much in my opinoin.
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Agree (4)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. - Please elaborate:
HW was helpful.
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. - Please elaborate:
I guess.
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. - Please elaborate:
Yes. Consistent
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Agree (4)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. - Please elaborate:
yes I was able
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. - Please elaborate:
Didnt enjoy it.
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
SAGE SUCKS. feels like you need to be a CS major to figure out how to use it.  Orlin's book was good.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
i dont know.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
Not at all.
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16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA's were very helpful. Best part about the course.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
Avoid it.
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1. What is your class standing? First-year (1)
2. What is your gender identity at this time?
female
3. At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course? D (4)
4. I primarily enrolled in this course to? Fulfill a distribution requirement (1)
5. I gave learning in this course my best effort. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
6. I understood the expectations for graded work in this course. Strongly agree (5)
7. The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
8. The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
9. The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning. Neither agree nor disagree (3)
10. The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner. Strongly agree (5)
11. I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class. Strongly agree (5)
12. I found this course intellectually challenging. Strongly agree (5)
13. MA 130 is a brand new course. What aspects of the course (such as Sage, Orlin's book, topics covered) should we be sure to keep in future semesters 
(perhaps with different instructors)? What aspects should we dispense with?
get rid of sage and orlin's book, for me they just made everything a lot harder and more confusing. i honestly always felt super lost during this class 
because I didn't remember seeing/using any of what we learned when I took pre-calculus and calculus in high school. everytime i had this class I didn't 
understand what was happening during the class and if you gave me the homework I would not be able to do it for you. even now.
14. In an effort to give you the option to save money, you were allowed to purchase old edition Calculus books. Did you save a significant amount of 
money doing this? Would it have been better to insist that everyone in the class have the same text so that specific readings or problems could be 
assigned? In general, let me know your thoughts on texts.
I didn't spend any money on textbooks. yes I think it would have been better to insist that everyone in class had the same text because that way 
examples/chapters from textbook could be assigned and everyone would be on the same page.
15. How did this course help you grow (or not) as a mathematically capable person? What aspects of doing or learning mathematics in general (as 
opposed to just Calculus) has this course helped you improve on?
did not really help me grow mathematically. I think an aspect of doing math that helped me was looking at the problem from other perspectives and 
making sure I drew pictures.
16. This course had significant TA resources available to you. How helpful were TA hours? Did TAs help you think through problems or did they just tell 
you how to solve them? Did you work productively with other MA 130 students during TA hours? What can be done to improve the services provided by 
TAs?
TA hours were the only times I actually learned. they were extremely helpful and without I would not have passed the class. I think more TA hours would 
be nice and also more TAs because I found that a lot of the time there wasn't enough people to help everyone. I did work with other MA130 students 
during TA hours, even kids that weren't in my section.
17. If you were to discuss MA 130 with an incoming student next fall, what advice would you give them as they try to decide between taking MA 130 and 
MA 160 (Series and Multivariable Calculus)? Is there any advice you would give us as we work to continue to improve our Calculus placement process?
take MA130 if you are not confident in your calculus skills but still have some sort of idea on how it works. take MA160 if you remember calculus fairly 
well and are confident that if you were given a quick quiz on it you'd do good.
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