
1 - What is your class standing?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

First-year (1) 0 0.00%

Sophomore (2) 0 0.00%

Junior (3) 3 60.00%

Senior (4) 2 40.00%

Other (5) 0 0.00%

Prefer not to say (6) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

2 - What is your gender identity at this time?
Response Rate 3/6 (50%)

• male

• Male/man

• Female

3 - At this point in the semester, what grade do you expect to earn in this course?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

A (1) 2 40.00%

B (2) 1 20.00%

C (3) 0 0.00%

D (4) 0 0.00%

F (5) 0 0.00%

Satisfactory (6) 0 0.00%

Unsatisfactory (7) 0 0.00%

I don't know (8) 2 40.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• B+ depending on final project

4 - I primarily enrolled in this course to?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Fulfill a distribution requirement (1) 0 0.00%

Fulfill a major/minor requirement (2) 0 0.00%

Explore an interest in the subject (3) 5 100.00%

Take a course with this instructor (4) 0 0.00%

Other (5) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• I was very interested in knot theory from what I had heard about it
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5 - I gave learning in this course my best effort.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• I gave learning my best effort, though I could have given better efforts on assignments

6 - I understood the expectations for graded work in this course.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• The expectations were laid out clearly

7 - The instructor used class time in ways that promoted my learning.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 3 60.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 1 20.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• Class time was always used efficiently and Scott planned classes out well

8 - The instructor assigned work that promoted my learning.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• The work assigned promoted learning, especially because much of it involved reading or watching additional lectures

Instructor: Sco  Taylor * 
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9 - The instructor provided feedback that supported my learning.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• Feedback was prompt and useful

10 - The instructor returned my graded work in a timely manner.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 3 75.00%

Agree (4) 1 25.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
4/6 (66.67%)

• It was always timely

11 - I was able to get help from the instructor outside of class.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%

I did not seek help outside of class (0) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• Scott was easily accessible outside of class

Instructor: Sco  Taylor * 
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12 - I found this course intellectually challenging.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (5) 4 80.00%

Agree (4) 1 20.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (2) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (1) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
5/6 (83.33%)

• Combining the different parts of math together was challenging and fun

13 - How helpful were the video lectures in understanding material? Would you have preferred to use class time for those lectures (instead of doing other 
things)? Is there anything that would have made the videos more useful?

Response Rate 5/6 (83.33%)

• Very helpful. I would prefer to use some class time to discuss some of the questions in the video lectures.

• The video lectures were very useful, especially with the course notes to follow along with. I liked how it let us use class time more freely and not just for material delivery. I think that always having
some notes to follow along with would make all the videos more useful (even if the notes are not as detailed/complete as the metric space notes. A basic outline would be enough)

• Very helpful! Not being able to ask questions was a little frustrating but my questions were all answered eventually

• The videos were very helpful. I wouldn't have preferred to use class time for those lectures because it's just more fun to do other things and learn about other interesting ideas.

• The video lectures were very helpful, and I liked what we did in class too. I understand that there's so much material where you need to have long lectures, but perhaps dividing them up into shorter
ones would be better? Some nights there were more than an hour of lectures, and with notetaking that takes a long time. I think the videos themselves were very useful

14 - An important part of the homework was the "Asking Homework." How effective was that homework at getting you think in creative ways about the 
mathematics? What would have made it more effective?

Response Rate 4/6 (66.67%)

• It was effective in general I think.

• The asking homework definitely helped me grow creatively and got me to think deeply about the material. I think having more times where we try to answer some questions we asked (digging
deeper or investigative) would've made it even more effective.

• I enjoyed it, but sometimes I felt like my questions were uninspired. Funnily, I feel like I asked better questions the better I understood the material

• For me the asking homework was more difficult to meet the quotas of different kinds of asking questions, mostly because often I do not have that many questions, and what questions I do have I
am used to voicing anyways, so it wasn't extremely useful.

15 - Given the constraints of the semester, how effective was the Doing Homework at helping you develop as a mathematician? How could it have been 
improved?

Response Rate 4/6 (66.67%)

• I'd actually prefer weekly problem set so that we actually have more time to think on some questions.

• The doing homework was pretty effective. I felt like the problems were relevant and useful for understanding the math. I liked when we went over our solutions in class, especially for the more
challenging problems, so doing that more would be an improvement.

• Too long. Doing asking+doing would take me 3 hours sometimes even if I didn’t do all of it

• The doing homework was good. For me personally, it would have been nicer to have a slightly larger assignment due once a week instead of every class period.

16 - In what ways, if any, has this course affected your views of what it means to do mathematics or be a mathematician?
Response Rate 3/6 (50%)

• Although I definitely "knew" that math involved a lot of exploration, I think that this class did a great job of capturing that exploration and making it feel much more important than in most math
classes. I came away from the class feeling more confident in my investigative skills and I learned that "doing mathematics" in the research sense was a lot more approachable than I thought.

• Math can be exploratory and challenging even at an elementary level. I really liked the knot book for that reason—especially reading about the amateur mathematicians who tried to make their own
knot tables. I like that the subject of knot theory in general is very deep but also very accessible, a few friends asked me to explain it to them and they paid attention for much longer than they
would’ve probably listened to me talk about general topology or group theory. I even used my shoelace to demo :)

• I think it has shown me the very cool intersections that are possible between different branches of mathematics, and it has introduced me to math that is more open-ended than before

Instructor: Sco  Taylor * 
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