
1 - Which one of the following factors most influenced you to take this course?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Fulfillment of an all-college area requirement (1) 3 14.29%

Interest in the subject matter (2) 2 9.52%

Time of day of course (3) 0 0.00%

Fulfillment of a requirement in your major or 
minor

(4) 16 76.19%

Reputation of the instructor (5) 0 0.00%

Other (6) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
21/22 (95.45%)

2 - What grade do you expect to receive?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

A (1) 13 61.90%

B (2) 8 38.10%

C (3) 0 0.00%

D (4) 0 0.00%

F (5) 0 0.00%

Satisfactory (6) 0 0.00%

Unsatisfactory (7) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
21/22 (95.45%)

3 - What is your class standing?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

First year (1) 0 0.00%

Sophomore (2) 15 71.43%

Junior (3) 5 23.81%

Senior (4) 1 4.76%

Other (5) 0 0.00%
 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
21/22 (95.45%)

4 - What is your gender?

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Woman (includes transgender women) (1) 15 71.43%

Man (includes transgender men) (2) 6 28.57%

 0           25           50           100 

Response Rate
21/22 (95.45%)
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5 - I was involved in this course (for example, I attended class regularly, I worked hard, and I participated in class discussions and activities).

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 15 71.43%

Agree (2) 6 28.57%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

1.29 1.52 1.46 1.46

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.29 0.46 1.00 574 1.52 0.68 1.00 2896 1.46 0.66 1.00 7953 1.46 0.63 1.00

• I worked the hardest in this class out of all my classes this year, did not really participate though since I didn't understand what was going on half the time

• I attend classes every day and I participate when I can.

• I could have participated more

6 - I found this course challenging and intellectually stimulating, and I learned a considerable amount.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 20 95.24%

Agree (2) 1 4.76%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%
1.05

1.64 1.57 1.58

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.05 0.22 1.00 575 1.64 0.88 1.00 2895 1.57 0.76 1.00 7953 1.58 0.76 1.00

• Coming into this course, I didn't know what to expect. I found that it covered a great areas of disciplines and actually was quite helpful in determining which higher level math classes I would like to
take in the future.

• Very hard, learned a lot, but not sure how useful it will be in the future

• This class was very difficult but looking back I can see how much I have learned

• This was an extremely challenging course
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7 - The workload and pace of this course seemed appropriate.

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 6 28.57%

Agree (2) 8 38.10%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 6 28.57%

Disagree (4) 1 4.76%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

2.10 1.93 1.80 1.73

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 2.10 0.89 2.00 575 1.93 0.96 2.00 2897 1.80 0.89 2.00 7952 1.73 0.84 2.00

• A few of my classmates have remarked that the course load for this class was too much. However, if you spread out the assignments over the entire course of a week, they are not too much to
handle.

• The assignments for each week often took longer than expected.

• So much work it was insane, 3 problem sets a week. Took up all my time.

• There was an insane amount of work for this class.

• The homework load for this class was way too much. I spent at least 16 hours a week on homework and most of it was Thursdays because it was due Friday and I couldn't space it out as much as
he had recommended because I had lots of other homework due before Friday.

• The workload for this class was quite challenging, but it was worth it for the amount of practice we did on proofs.

• The first a few chapters were easy but in my opinion, we spent more than required. Maybe appropriating some time for set axioms and cardinalities might be a good idea.

• At times it was too much, and at times it seemed okay. The last essay definitely could have been assigned much sooner

• Though the homework assignments were undeniably useful and helped with understanding in both the lectures and on the exams, they are unreasonably long.

• I think that the homework assignments (especially towards the beginning of the course) were very long. It really caused me to rush through the homework rather than take my time and really
internalize and cement the material. Though, I do see the value in doing many problems pertaining to one concept. I think the balance could be met a bit better.

8 - Instructor's organizational skills (including planning, preparation, and productive use of class time) were effective.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 13 61.90%

Agree (2) 7 33.33%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 1 4.76%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

1.43 1.65 1.62 1.59

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.43 0.60 1.00 571 1.65 0.87 1.00 2946 1.62 0.85 1.00 8332 1.59 0.83 1.00

• I think the class was organized well with the expectation that most students had already done the homework and reading. However, that was not a reality and a lot of students struggled.

• Some classes were filled with useless examples.

• he always had proofs to talk about and knew exactly what he was talking about.

• Most class time was used very productively. There was some over embellishment of topics that hindered understanding. However, doing the most difficult proofs in class proved to be extremely
helpful for both understanding and homework problems.
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9 - The instructor's communication skills (for example, presentation of material, facilitation of discussion, and clarity of expectations) were effective.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 12 57.14%

Agree (2) 8 38.10%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 1 4.76%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

1.48 1.83 1.69 1.63

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.48 0.60 1.00 573 1.83 1.05 2.00 2948 1.69 0.92 1.00 8332 1.63 0.87 1.00

• He didn't pause to ask if we had questions very often. But otherwise, I thought he did his best to present the material in a logical and interesting way.

• besides the proofs for the public I knew the expectations in the class

• I did not work well with the teaching style. I found it very hard to teach myself first and then learn material, especially after we turned in problem sets. I don't think this reflects poorly of the
intrsuctors communication skills, just my own personal learning style

• For the complexity and amount of material covered, Scott did a fantastic job of explaining to the extent at which we needed to know the material. Clarity of expectations was great other than the two
writing assignments; I think we all would have benefited from examples of student work rather than generalized examples.

• Sometimes I wish we spent more time on what the definitions were and what they really meant before moving to an example. I think if we really spent more time discussing what each definition
actually meant, I would have had a stronger base to apply the definitions. I thought we moved way to quickly into examples in some sections.

10 - The instructor was open to questions and willing to help outside of class time.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 21 100.00%

Agree (2) 0 0.00%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%
1.00

1.37 1.39 1.40

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.00 0.00 1.00 573 1.37 0.64 1.00 2948 1.39 0.65 1.00 8325 1.40 0.65 1.00

• This was my favorite thing about this class! I always felt able to email the professor any questions and his office hours were very helpful and accessible.

• SO helpful during office hours

• he was very prompt about responding to emails, however, I would have liked some later/ longer office hours on Thursdays to help with homework because I had more homework left after office
hours ended and I couldn't go to his office hours other days due to classes or work.

• Scott's office hours were very helpful, and it was awesome that he was available on every weekday!

• I went to various office hours and he was extremely helpful. My issues were with the TA sessions. It was hard to be productive because most of the time, the TAs had no clue how to help us.
Solutions for the TA's may be a good idea and all of us would benefit from them. Terry was much more helpful in explaining than QingQing, and was also much more kind and friendly towards us.
When we would ask QingQing a question, she would ramble and then conclude with "but don't listen to me I'm probably wrong." This was frustrating and confusing and a waste of time. In addition,
QingQing was often mean to Terry, especially at the end of the semester there was one run in that was uncomfortable and uncalled for.

• Office was always open and was very responsive in emails.
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11 - The instructor's assessment of student work was prompt, consistent, useful, and substantive.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 16 76.19%

Agree (2) 5 23.81%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

1.24
1.66 1.67 1.60

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.24 0.44 1.00 574 1.66 0.88 1.00 2950 1.67 0.87 1.00 8323 1.60 0.82 1.00

• He had a prompt schedule for homework and rewrites, which I liked. I also knew when to expect my homework to be returned to me.

• The math fable was returned promptly and the TAs did a good job responding to the homework quickly

• We always got problem sets and tests back very timely!

12 - Overall, the instructor's teaching in this course was effective.

Scott Taylor

Response Option Weight Frequency Percent Percent Responses Means

Strongly agree (1) 14 66.67%

Agree (2) 7 33.33%

Neither agree nor disagree (3) 0 0.00%

Disagree (4) 0 0.00%

Strongly disagree (5) 0 0.00%

1.33
1.74 1.63 1.56

 0           25           50           100 Question Department Division College

Response Rate Mean STD Median Department Mean STD Median Division Mean STD Median College Mean STD Median
21/22 (95.45%) 1.33 0.48 1.00 574 1.74 0.95 1.00 2938 1.63 0.84 1.00 8313 1.56 0.79 1.00

• I would definitely take another class with this professor.

• I learned a great deal in the class

• I learned a lot from this class, even if I had difficulties learning and had to put in a lot of extra time

13 - You are encouraged to use the space below to make any additional relevant comments concerning the course or the instructor.

Scott Taylor
Response Rate 6/22 (27.27%)

• Professor Taylor was a fantastic instructor and I absolutely loved this class.

• For how hard this course is, I really appreciate you giving a lot of credit to people on exams because I worked really hard on studying and I think it pays off. I don't think my grade really reflects how
well I understood everything we did, I just a lot of times memorized proofs and wrote them without fully getting them.

• I think that the proof for the public could be explained a bit more and it would be nice to have an example to see because I am still confused about what I am supposed to do for it. Terry was an
awesome TA who helped to explain everything clearly and took the time to help me go through set up and gave me tips for writing so that way I would do well on the homework.

• Scott is a bright mathematician and a great professor. He was very helpful in his office hours and he had a very strong grasp on the subject matter.

• This course was a lot of work. I took MA161 and 162, and so I basically knew all the ways the proofs were going to go, but still, the sheer amount of proofs we had to do was challenging. For me,
this meant that I had to learn how to get good at structuring and writing my proofs. I learned a lot about writing proofs in this class.

• I did not find the TA hours very useful. Most of the time I felt like I did not get the help I needed from those hours. Professor Taylor was always open to help the students, but most of the time I
struggled with writing the proofs and Professor Taylor mostly helped with the concept of the questions. So, as the TA hours were not very helpful and as the book did not explain everything, I had a
hard time throughout the course.
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14 - To what extent were the Math Fable and Proofs for the Public paper assignments useful in helping you to internalize and communicate mathematical proofs?
Response Rate 19/22 (86.36%)

• It feels like the requirements for writing those papers were extraneous. They required you to think of interesting ways to present the proof which is an exercise of sorts, but I don't think it really aided
in the communication of clear proofs to other people with a mathematical background. It only helped a little in explaining to people without mathematical backgrounds, but the explanation is still very
shallow because most people without mathematical backgrounds may understand how the story/proof functions, but they probably wouldn't be able to internalize it fully.

• I thought that the math fable was a super fun assignment but the proof for the public was more helpful to my learning because I had to explain the proof more formally.

• As a student who doesn't love to write, I struggled a little bit in that aspect. But I did think it was helpful to think deeper about proofs and how to communicate them to different audiences. It also
gave us a little break from the standard proofs we write, which was refreshing!

• The papers were helpful in making us see mathematics and logic through a different perspective. It was also nice to be able to focus on just one proof at a time.

• I wouldn't say they really helped me internalize the proof too much. It was nice having a lighter problem set load though I guess.

• They were interesting assignments but didn't help me internalize the proofs any better

• They somehow make me think about how to explain mathematical proofs in both non-mathematical way (math fable) and mathematical way (public paper).

• The Proofs for the Public paper was much more useful than the Math Fable

• I think it was interesting to see how we could change our proof writing into more normal language which was helpful because before my friends would ask what we learned in the class and I would
struggle to give them an example. After doing these assignments, it was easier to explain to them what it was we did.

• I think that the math fable was a good way and very interesting to write and to think about these problems in contexts of everyday things that everyday people can understand. I still haven't written
my proof for the public because I am a bit confused about what I am supposed to be doing, but I think that it is a good idea.

• Not very effective

• I think that the Math Fable was good to look at proofs in a different light than just the normal mathematical sense. However, I think that the Proofs for the Public assignment was a bit redundant in
that we had been writing formal proofs all semester with our homework.

• I like the concepts of the math fable and the proofs for the public paper assignments, and I fully understand how they work to promote the ability to communicate with people who do not have a
math background. However, I found that the presentation in class, and writing in LaTeX, actually helped me achieve this in a much better way. I felt like I didn't really improve my ability to
communicate with the public during these assignments as much as I did in the previously mentioned assignments.

• Very helpful. Allowed me to apply real world applications and develop my writing skills

• Personally, though, I felt those assignments were not essential for improving the ability to communicate mathematical ideas. But such an opinion might come from the fact that at the current stage
we do not need to present researches to a public audience.

• I found it interesting, it helped me to understand the proof better.

• I would say pretty helpful because I got to focus on one proof and break it down

• The Math Fable and the Proofs for the Public papers were very different assignments. I felt that the Math Fable was not useful as a tool in understanding, but more of a stressor. Being asked to
write a fictional story while doing a proof is extremely difficult and quite literally did nothing for my understanding of the proof that I selected. The Proofs for the Public paper, however, was one of my
favorite assignments in the class. It forced me to explain subject matter, both verbally and in the paper, to a wide range of students and other outside help. In doing this my understanding of my
knowledge, and how it has grown, and my knowledge of the subject matter was furthered.

• The Math Fables and Proofs were very helpful in helping us internalize and communicate mathematical proofs. More than anything, they really helped me really understand the proof I was doing
and forced me to put time and thought into the concepts, which I thought was very helpful.

15 - What suggestions do you have for improving either the course or the text book?
Response Rate 15/22 (68.18%)

• There are a handful of typos in the textbook. Sometimes the mathematical symbols are introduced without any prior intro, a table in the appendix of the book defining the used symbols would be
helpful for students.

• none

• I think the textbook was pretty good as far as textbooks go in helping teach me the material. I usually never understand things after reading them in a textbook but this was pretty good. The biggest
complaint I have about this course is the TA hours. You need to give them answers to the questions. I really struggled in this course and the TAs did not help. They didn't know how to do problems
and then when they would help I'd get bad grades on the problem sets questions.

• The textbook gets very wordy towards the end, and doesn't break up the words as much with boxes and pictures which leaves it feeling much denser. Avoiding monologuing, or pulling those lengthy
explanations into a box might make it more easily digestible.

• Maybe when writing proofs on the board, if it's possible, don't use red to write the whole proof

• Text Book is very useful. However, some more definitions would be helpful.

• In terms of the book, there are usually examples after a new definition is presented. The examples are usually less applicable to the class in order to grasp the theoretical idea. I think it would be
useful to also include an example that is directly applicable to the class to take it one further step.

• I think that the text could have more fully done our proofs. There are many exercises to choose from when picking homework questions; however, I am a person who needs to see out the proofs
and structure so not having as many examples of that hurt. Also, with the TA I would recommend giving them answer keys because there were many times where they didn't know how to help with
the homework problems because they didn't understand the question or know the answer.

• Have more full proofs in the text book. You leave a lot of proofs empty with just the structure and it would be nice to see more proofs with the full "meat" of the proof filled out

• Both were structured very well!

• Go slower in the beginning. Difficult to adjust to work load at the beginning of the semester.

• If the textbook is meant to be published, maybe more details might need to be filled in because the textbook couples strongly with the class. For example, in class we went through the complete
proof of Theorem 10.10.3 but in textbook only a partial proof is given. This makes it hard for readers to study the subject alone.

• I would have liked it more if the textbook had more explanations rather than leaving it to the readers most of the time.

• I actually learned a lot from the textbook, it was very helpful. For the course, I know a good amount of us would prefer more of an introduction before we delved into proving things for homework

• The only thing I wish that I had access to was a complete list of definitions. I found that either the definitions were difficult to find in the text or they were simply not in the text.
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