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The Politics of Public Policy in the United States 
COLBY COLLEGE 

GOVERNMENT 241 
Fall 2020 

 

Nicholas Jacobs                                   Tuesday and Thursday  

nfjacobs@colby.edu                                               Diamond Hall 123 

Office: Diamond Hall 265                                                                               9:30 – 10:45 a.m.  

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 11:00-1:00; Wednesday (Virtual), 11:00-1:00                                          

 

Overview and Aims 

The goal of this course is to provide students with a conceptual framework for understanding the 

policymaking process in the United States. In short, we want to know why government does 

what it does. Communities have long tried to govern through knowledge or reason instead of 

politics; this is a misnomer. Policy is political. As a political process, we will consider the 

institutions that are responsible for problematizing, designing, implementing, and evaluating 

policy at the federal, state, and local levels; these include the bureaucracy, Congress, think tanks, 

and private corporations. We will also interrogate some of the leading approaches to thinking 

about public policy, including cost-benefit evaluation, "nudging," quasi-market competition, and 

privatization. At the heart of this course lies a dilemma: in a self-governing society, citizen 

participation is valued, if not expected; but planning is technical, bureaucracy is insular, and 

politics is increasingly professionalized. Is it even possible to create a policy structure that 

enhances democratic citizenship, values expertise, and builds trust in those who manage society?  

 

This course emphasizes theoretical and practical approaches to policymaking. At the end of the 

course, students will have developed several skills and habits that professional policymakers rely 

on when working within the policy process. We will situate those applied-approaches in a robust 

political science literature, which considers alternative institutional arrangements, and the 

difference those arrangements have in producing different governing outcomes. Throughout, 

students will consider how those theoretical insights apply to specific policy arenas, such as 

education policy, health policy, social welfare policy, and policing. Students will spend the 

semester considering a single policy proposal in-depth, and apply our class-wide inquiry to a 

specific proposal for or against government intervention. 

Course Requirements and Grade Distribution 

Note: To pass this course, students must complete or submit all of the following: 

 

- Attendance and Participation     10% 

- Policy Advocacy Paper (Sept. 21)    15% 

- Policy Analysis Paper -- Stakeholders (Oct. 14)  15% 

- Policy Analysis Paper -- Alternatives (Nov. 9)  20% 

- Roundtable Presentation and Participation   10% 

- Final Policy Brief (Dec. 8)     30%   

 

There are six components to the final grade: 

 

Attendance and Participation: Your final grade is a reflection of this commitment to have 

completed all the readings for the class meetings and to participate willingly in class discussion. I 

believe that good discussion requires consistent reference back to the text, so it is also necessary 
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for you to have the reading material with you either electronically, or hard copy.  Laptops and 

tablets in class are acceptable, but please note that I reserve the right to change this policy.  

 

Consider “participation” broadly. Coming to each class and raising a question or two at the 

beginning is an effective way to start a discussion. I expect that most of this material is new to 

you, and for many of the texts there are different ways of interpreting the argument. Of course, 

there are many readings which you might actually disagree with and if so, we all benefit by 

hearing your criticism. Asking questions during class is an easy way to motivate the conversation 

and get participation "credit." Reading each other’s work at the end of the semester and 

providing constructive comments is a must. In sum, showing up having read the material is 

probably not sufficient for most students; write down your questions, concerns, or points as you 

read. Prepare to talk.  

 

Policy Advocacy Paper: Early in the semester each student will identify a federal, state, or local 

policy that they find particularly objectionable and wish to change. Drawing on the class 

discussion on public governance and the liberal tradition, students will write an op-ed style essay 

that advocates for a replacement policy or against government intervention -- maximum 1,000 

words.  

 

Policy Analysis Paper - Stakeholders: Students will submit a stakeholder analysis, which will 

evaluate the positions of relevant political actors for an assigned public policy topic. Each 

student will submit their own stakeholder analysis and will make an affirmative case for a policy 

intervention after assessing its political feasibility across four broad policy options, one of which 

includes the status-quo (do nothing). Each stakeholder analysis must consider at least four 

different interest groups, and contain a "stakeholders chart" -- maximum 1,500 words.   

 

Policy Analysis Paper - Alternatives: Using either the PEST or SWOT methods, each student 

will evaluate the feasibility of the policy interventions (including the status quo) they identified 

in their stakeholder analysis. If using the PEST method, students must consider at least four 

options, and evaluate them using each of the PEST domains. If using the SWOT method, 

students must consider the top-two competing alternatives. Regardless of method, each analysis 

must make an affirmative case for a specific intervention. Papers should also include a graphic, 

which summarizes the competing data/recommendations -- maximum 1,500 words.  

 

Roundtable Presentation and Participation: After students submit their policy analysis paper, we 

will create groups to further study a specific policy intervention. The group members will share a 

broad interest in a policy domain (e.g., education, policing, agricultural policy). Working 

together, they will prepare a 10-15 minute presentation that addresses a social or economic 

problem, and advocates for a specific public action to address that problem. There will be 10-15 

minutes of questions following each presentation. Each presentation should identify relevant 

stakeholders, consider feasible alternatives, and support the intervention with relevant data. In 

preparation for their presentation and class discussion, each group will write and circulate a 

policy memorandum - maximum 2 pages.   

 

Final Policy Brief: Using the feedback generated from the policy roundtable, and drawing on the 

policy memorandum, each group will submit a final policy brief at the end of the semester, 

which presents a plan for public action. This policy brief is a culmination of the various exercises 

and frameworks introduced in the class. The goal of the brief is to offer specific, reasonable, and 

factual guidance to a policymaker -- a strategy that should be followed if he or she were 
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interested in pursuing the policy change. Each brief should contain an executive summary and 

then use the remaining space to flesh out those findings and recommended course of action. 

Good briefs will professionally present data, and offer expert analysis of the alternatives; they 

will cite various data sources frequently and fluidly throughout the course of their briefs. 

Superior briefs will make a specific, targeted intervention, and will identify specific legal, 

regulatory, or political frameworks that need reform. Superior briefs will make specific reference 

to the next steps an interested policymaker should take. I will evaluate the brief on three 

dimensions: 1) Quality of the research used to support policy/political alternatives 2) The 

effective presentation of that research according to the formatting guidelines 3) Evaluation of 

group peers on their contribution or value-added to the project. Papers should not exceed 15 

pages in length, including references and graphs.   

 

Readings, Absences, and Participation 

This course will rely almost exclusively on secondary readings, contemporary articles, and other 

“primary documents” related to our studies of American public policy. There are four books 

available for purchase at the bookstore, selections from which will not be posted on-line.  

 

1) Marie Gottschalk. 2016. Caught: The Prison State and the Lockdown of American 

 Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 

  ISBN-13: 978-0691170831 

 

2) Jesse H. Rhodes. 2014. An Education in Politics: The Origins and Evolution of No Child 

  Left Behind. Lawrence, KN: University of Kansas Press 

  ISBN-13: 978-0801479540 

 

3) Lawrence Jacobs and Desmond King. 2016. Fed Power: How Finance Wins. New York, 

  NY: Oxford University Press.  

  ISBN-13: 978-1536617788 

 

4) Daniel Beland, Philip Rocco, and Alex Waddan. 2016. Obamacare Wars: Federalism, 

  State Politics, and the Affordable Care Act.  Lawrence, KN: University of Kansas 

 Press. 

  ISBN-13: 978-0700621910 

 

All other readings are posted online for you to download. NB: The syllabus available online and 

available for download is “clickable” and will direct you to PDF copies of each week’s online 

readings. The syllabus also denotes a set of recommended readings for each week, which will 

help those focusing on that topic in the final papers.  

 

Other Policies 

I do not accept late papers. But, if you need an extension on a paper, for any reason, just ask. 

Requests for extensions on papers must be received in writing, by email at least one week prior 

to the deadline. NB: The final paper has a hard-submission deadline set, in part, by the College's 

requirements. 

 

The Faculty at Colby College has agreed to use the following scale in assessing student 

performance. More information about these standards is available here.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.amazon.com/Caught-Prison-Lockdown-American-Politics/dp/0691170835
https://www.amazon.com/Education-Politics-Evolution-American-Institutions/dp/0801479541
https://www.amazon.com/Fed-Power-How-Finance-Wins/dp/1536617784
http://amazon.com/Obamacare-Wars-Federalism-Affordable-Government/dp/0700621911
http://www.colby.edu/provost/wp-content/uploads/sites/121/2018/03/AAC-Report-on-Grading-1-1.pdf
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A -- Excellent work in meeting the goals of the course, in mastering the course material, in 

critical analysis, in written and oral communication, or in other forms of creative expression, 

within the context of the course expectations. (The grade of A+ is awarded only in very rare 

instances when a student exceeds the highest reasonable expectations for undergraduates.)  

 

B -- Very Good to Good work in meeting the goals of the course, in mastering the course 

material, in critical analysis, in written and oral communication, or in other forms of creative 

expression, within the context of the course expectations.  

 

C -- Satisfactory work in meeting the goals of the course, in mastering the course material, in 

critical analysis, in written and oral communication, or in other forms of creative expression, 

within the context of the course expectations.  

 

D -- Minimally acceptable work in meeting the goals of the course, in mastering the course 

material, in critical analysis, in written and oral communication, or in other forms of creative 

expression, within the context of the course expectations.  

 

F -- Seriously deficient work that is not acceptable. No credit is awarded. F may also indicate 

abandonment of a course without formal withdrawal. 

 

Academic Honesty: You are assumed to be familiar with the university’s policies on cheating and 

plagiarism, and the potential penalties: http://www.colby.edu/academicintegrity/. If, in the course 

of writing an assignment, you have any questions about whether you have violated an academic 

integrity standard just ask; there is no penalty for being cautious.  

 

Your Well-Being: If you or someone you know is struggling with gender, sexual, domestic, or 

other forms of power-based personal violence, there are many resources available through the 

Office of the Dean of Students: 207-859-4250. 

 

As your instructor, and as a person, know that I care about you and your well-being and stand 

ready to provide support and resources as I can.  As you instructor, I am a responsible employee, 

which means that I am required by College policy and federal law to report what you tell me 

about power-based personal violence to the University's Title IX Coordinator, who will ensure 

that you receive the resources and support you need, while also reviewing the information 

presented to determine whether further action is necessary to ensure survivor safety and the 

safety of the University community.  More generally, if you are facing any other problem that 

affects your performance in class, informing me immediately can help us resolve potential 

problems before they interfere with your work.  In addition, you should contact your Class Dean, 

who can help you balance your work and whatever issues you may face throughout the semester. 

 

http://www.colby.edu/academicintegrity/
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Reading Schedule and Concept Outline  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of August 26th  

Public Goods and Public Governance  

 

Thursday: Steven M. Teles. 2013. "Kludgeocracy in America." National Affairs 44 

(Summer): 97-114.  

 

Holman W. Jenkins, Jr. 2020. "Biden's Climate Plan is Serious - About Green 

Pork." The Wall Street Journal, July 17.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of August 31st    

Pluralism and the Policy Process  

 

Tuesday: Kay Lehman Schlozman. 1984. "What Accent the Heavenly Chorus? Political 

Equality and the American Pressure System." The Journal of Politics 46 

(4): 1006-1032.  

 

Theda Skocpol. 1999. "Advocates Without Members: The Recent Transformation 

of American Civic Life." In Theda Skocpol and Morris P. Fiorina (eds.), 

Civic Engagement in American Democracy. Washington, D.C.: Brookings 

Institution Press. 

 

Thursday: Richard L. Hall and Frank W. Wayman. 1990. "Buying Time: Moneyed 

Interests and the Mobilization of Bias in Congressional Committees." The 

American Political Science Review 84 (3): 797-820. 

 

Jesse H. Rhodes. 2014. An Education in Politics: The Origins and Evolution of 

No Child Left Behind. Lawrence, KN: University of Kansas Press, 

Introduction. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of September 7th    

Pluralism and the Policy Processes - The Case of No Child Left Behind 

 

Tuesday: Jesse H. Rhodes. 2014. An Education in Politics: The Origins and Evolution of 

No Child Left Behind. Lawrence, KN: University of Kansas Press, Chapter 

3, Chapter 4 (Skim), Chapter 5.  

 

Thursday: Jesse H. Rhodes. 2014. An Education in Politics: The Origins and Evolution of 

No Child Left Behind. Lawrence, KN: University of Kansas Press,   

Chapter 6 (Skim).  

 

Terry M. Moe. 2012. "Teachers Unions and American Education Reform: The 

Politics of Blocking." The Forum 10 (1): 1-41. 

 

John O. McGinnis. 2020. " How Public Sector Unions Are Complicating Our 

Crises." Law and Liberty. Available Here.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Teles%20-%20Kludgeocracy%20in%20America.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Teles%20-%20Kludgeocracy%20in%20America.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Jenkins%20-%20Biden%20Climate%20Policy%20.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Jenkins%20-%20Biden%20Climate%20Policy%20.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Schlozman%20-%20What%20Accent%20the%20Heavenly%20Chorus.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Schlozman%20-%20What%20Accent%20the%20Heavenly%20Chorus.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Schlozman%20-%20What%20Accent%20the%20Heavenly%20Chorus.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Skocpol%20-%20Advocates%20without%20Members.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Skocpol%20-%20Advocates%20without%20Members.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Skocpol%20-%20Advocates%20without%20Members.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Skocpol%20-%20Advocates%20without%20Members.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hall%20and%20Wayman%20-%20Buying%20Time.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hall%20and%20Wayman%20-%20Buying%20Time.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hall%20and%20Wayman%20-%20Buying%20Time.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Moe%20-%20Teachers%20Unions%20and%20American%20Education%20Reform.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Moe%20-%20Teachers%20Unions%20and%20American%20Education%20Reform.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://lawliberty.org/complicating-our-crises/?utm_source=LAL+Updates&utm_campaign=edea0dbdb0-LAL_Daily_Updates&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53ee3e1605-edea0dbdb0-72438665
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Week of September 14th    

Partisanship and the Policy Process  

 

Tuesday: Keith Krehbiel. 1998. Pivotal Politics: A Theory of U.S. Lawmaking. Chicago, 

IL: University of Chicago Press, Chapter 2.  

 

Thursday: John H. Aldrich and David W. Rohde. 1998. "The Transition to Republican 

Rule in the House: Implications for Theories of Congressional Politics." 

Political Science Quarterly 112 (4): 541-567.  

 

Barbara Sinclair. 2002. "The Dream Fulfilled? Party Development in Congress, 

1950-2000." In John C. Green and Paul S. Herrnson (eds.), Responsible 

Partisanship? The Evolution of American Political Parties Since 1950. 

Lawrence, KN: University Press of Kansas.   

 

* Policy Advocacy Paper Due September 21 at 9:00 a.m. *  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of September 21st     

Partisanship and the Policy Processes - The Case of the Affordable Care Act  

 

Tuesday: Daniel Beland, Philip Rocco, and Alex Waddan. 2016. Obamacare Wars: 

Federalism, State Politics, and the Affordable Care Act.  Lawrence, KN: 

University of Kansas Press, Introduction, Chapter 1-2.  

 

Thursday: Daniel Beland, Philip Rocco, and Alex Waddan. 2016. Obamacare Wars: 

Federalism, State Politics, and the Affordable Care Act.  Lawrence, KN: 

University of Kansas Press, Introduction, Chapter 3-4, Conclusion (Skim). 

 

Theda Skocpol. 2016. "Trump is Going After Health Care. Will Democrats Push 

Back?" The New York Times, December 21. Available Here. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of September 28th     

Expertise and the Policy Processes 

 

Tuesday: John P.A. Ioannidis, Sally Cripps, Martin Tanner. Working Paper. "Forecasting 

for COVID-19 has Failed." Stanford Prevention Research Center.  

 

Rob Moore and Noah Stein. 2020. "Closing Schools for COVID-19." Scioto 

Analysis; State Ohio, Department of Education.  

 

Carol H. Weiss. 1979. "The Many Meanings of Research Utilization." Public 

Administration Review 39 (5): 426-431.  

 

Thursday: Mathew D McCubbins and Thomas Schwartz. 1984. “Congressional Oversight 

Overlooked: Police Patrols versus Fire Alarms.” American Journal of 

Political Science 28 (1): 165‐179. 

 

David E. Lewis. 2007. "Testing Pendleton’s Premise: Do Political Appointees 

Make Worse Bureaucrats?" The Journal of Politics 69 (4): 1073-1088.  

https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Krehbiel%20-%20A%20Theory.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Krehbiel%20-%20A%20Theory.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Aldrich%20and%20Rhode%20-%20The%20Transition%20to%20Republican%20Rule%20in%20the%20House-%20Implications%20for%20Theories%20of%20Congressional%20Politics.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Aldrich%20and%20Rhode%20-%20The%20Transition%20to%20Republican%20Rule%20in%20the%20House-%20Implications%20for%20Theories%20of%20Congressional%20Politics.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Aldrich%20and%20Rhode%20-%20The%20Transition%20to%20Republican%20Rule%20in%20the%20House-%20Implications%20for%20Theories%20of%20Congressional%20Politics.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Sinclair%20-%20The%20Dream%20Fulfilled.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Sinclair%20-%20The%20Dream%20Fulfilled.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/21/opinion/trump-is-going-after-health-care-will-democrats-push-back.html
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Ioannidis%2C%20Cripps%2C%20and%20Tanner%20-%20Forecasting%20COVID-19%20has%20failed.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Ioannidis%2C%20Cripps%2C%20and%20Tanner%20-%20Forecasting%20COVID-19%20has%20failed.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Moore%20and%20Stein%20-%20Cost-Benefit%20Analysis%20on%20School%20Closures.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Moore%20and%20Stein%20-%20Cost-Benefit%20Analysis%20on%20School%20Closures.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Weiss%20-%20The%20Many%20Meanings%20of%20Research%20Utilization.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Weiss%20-%20The%20Many%20Meanings%20of%20Research%20Utilization.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/McCubbins%20and%20Schwartz%20-%20Congressional%20Oversight%20Overlooked.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/McCubbins%20and%20Schwartz%20-%20Congressional%20Oversight%20Overlooked.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/McCubbins%20and%20Schwartz%20-%20Congressional%20Oversight%20Overlooked.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Lewis%20-%20Testing%20Pendleton%E2%80%99s%20Premise.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Lewis%20-%20Testing%20Pendleton%E2%80%99s%20Premise.pdf?forcedownload=1
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of October 5th     

Expertise and the Policy Processes - The Case of the Federal Reserve   

 

Tuesday: Lawrence Jacobs and Desmond King. 2016. Fed Power: How Finance Wins. 

New York, NY: Oxford University Press, Chapters 1-2.  

 

Thursday: Lawrence Jacobs and Desmond King. 2016. Fed Power: How Finance Wins. 

New York, NY: Oxford University Press, Chapters 3-4.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of October 12th    

Further Applications of Expert-Driven Policy Reform 

 

Thursday: Richard H. Thaler and Cass R. Sunstein. 2009. Nudge: Improving Decisions 

about Health, Wealth, and Happiness. New York, NY: Penguin Books, 

Part 3, Health (Chapters 10-12).  

 

*** FALL RECESS *** 

* NO CLASS TUESDAY * 

* Stakeholder Analysis Paper Due October 14th at 9:00 a.m. *  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of October 19th  

Symbolism and the Policy Process      

 

Tuesday: Larry M. Bartels. 2005. “Homer  Gets a Tax Cut: Inequality and Public Policy 

in the American Mind.” Perspectives on Politics 3 (1): 15-31. 

 

Nicholas F. Jacobs. Forthcoming. "Economic Sectionalism, Executive-Centered 

Partisanship, and the Politics of the State and Local Tax Deduction." 

Political Science Quarterly. 

 

Thursday: Katherine Cramer Walsh. 2012. "Putting Inequality in its Place: Rural 

Consciousness and the Power of Perspective." American Political Science 

Review 106 (3): 517-532.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of October 26th       

Polycentric Governance and Service Delivery  

 

Tuesday: Vincent Ostrom. 1973. "Can Federalism Make a Difference?" Publius: The 

Journal of Federalism 3 (2):197-237.  

 

John Dinan. 2020. "Federalism and Polarization." Law and Liberty. Available 

Here.  

 

Thursday: Peter J. Boettke, Jayme S. Lemke, Liya Palagashvili. 2016. "Re-Evaluating 

Community Policing in a Polycentric System." Journal of Institutional 

Economics 12 (2): 305-325. 

 

 

https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thaler%20and%20Sunstein%20-%20Nudge_Selections.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thaler%20and%20Sunstein%20-%20Nudge_Selections.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thaler%20and%20Sunstein%20-%20Nudge_Selections.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Bartels%20-%20Homer%20Gets%20a%20Tax%20Cut.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Bartels%20-%20Homer%20Gets%20a%20Tax%20Cut.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Cramer%20Walsh%20-%20Putting%20Inequality%20in%20its%20Place.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Cramer%20Walsh%20-%20Putting%20Inequality%20in%20its%20Place.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Cramer%20Walsh%20-%20Putting%20Inequality%20in%20its%20Place.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Ostrom%20-%20Can%20Federalism%20Make%20a%20Difference.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Ostrom%20-%20Can%20Federalism%20Make%20a%20Difference.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://lawliberty.org/book-review/federalism-and-polarization/
https://lawliberty.org/book-review/federalism-and-polarization/
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Boettke%2C%20Lemke%2C%20and%20Palagashvili%20-%20Reevaluating%20Community%20Policing.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Boettke%2C%20Lemke%2C%20and%20Palagashvili%20-%20Reevaluating%20Community%20Policing.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Boettke%2C%20Lemke%2C%20and%20Palagashvili%20-%20Reevaluating%20Community%20Policing.pdf?forcedownload=1
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of November 2nd       

Deregulation and Policy Retrenchment  

 

Tuesday: Jacob S. Hacker. 2004. "Privatizing Risk without Privatizing the Welfare State: 

The Hidden Politics of Social Policy Retrenchment in the United States." 

The American Political Science Review 98 (2): 243-260.  

 

Steven Teles and Matthew Kaliner. 2004. "The Public Policy of Skepticism." The 

Forum 2 (1): 39-53. 

 

Thursday: Gary Reich. 2018. "Hitting a Wall? The Trump Administration Meets 

Immigration Federalism." Publius: The Journal of Federalism 48 (3): 372-

395. 

 

Frank J. Thompson, Michael K. Gusmano, and Shugo Shinohara. 2018. "Trump 

and the Affordable Care Act: Congressional Repeal Efforts, Executive 

Federalism, and Program Durability." Publius: The Journal of Federalism 

48 (3): 396-424. 

 

* Alternatives Analysis Paper Due November 9th at 9:00 a.m. *  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of November 10th   

Politics of Public Policy - The Case of the Carceral State  

 

Tuesday: Marie Gottschalk. 2016. Caught: The Prison State and the Lockdown of 

American Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, Part 1. 

 

Thursday: Marie Gottschalk. 2016. Caught: The Prison State and the Lockdown of 

American Politics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, Part 2. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of November 17th   

Policy Roundtables  

 

 Tuesday: Presentations by Groups 1-3 (25 minutes each) 

 

 Thursday: Presentation by Groups 4-6 (25 minutes each)  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Week of November 24th    

Policy Roundtables  

 

 Tuesday: Presentations by Remaining Groups (30 minutes each) 

 

 

https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hacker%20-%20Privatizing%20Risk%20without%20Privatizing%20the%20Welfare%20State-%20The%20Hidden%20Politics%20of%20Social%20Policy%20Retrenchment%20in%20the%20United%20States.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hacker%20-%20Privatizing%20Risk%20without%20Privatizing%20the%20Welfare%20State-%20The%20Hidden%20Politics%20of%20Social%20Policy%20Retrenchment%20in%20the%20United%20States.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Hacker%20-%20Privatizing%20Risk%20without%20Privatizing%20the%20Welfare%20State-%20The%20Hidden%20Politics%20of%20Social%20Policy%20Retrenchment%20in%20the%20United%20States.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Teles%20and%20Kaliner%20-%20Public%20Policy%20of%20Skepticism.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Teles%20and%20Kaliner%20-%20Public%20Policy%20of%20Skepticism.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Reich%20-%20Hitting%20a%20Wall.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Reich%20-%20Hitting%20a%20Wall.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Reich%20-%20Hitting%20a%20Wall.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thompson%20-%20Trump%20and%20the%20ACA.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thompson%20-%20Trump%20and%20the%20ACA.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thompson%20-%20Trump%20and%20the%20ACA.pdf?forcedownload=1
https://moodle.colby.edu/pluginfile.php/414745/mod_folder/content/0/Thompson%20-%20Trump%20and%20the%20ACA.pdf?forcedownload=1
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