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POLITICAL IDEALIST |

. (By Joun RODERICK) .

. A modern day conqueror in shabby
clothes - stands across__the body of
prostrate Nationalist China, - -

He is Mao Tse-tung, rman of
tha Chinese Commu ‘Party. . He
{s the leader of the greatest ideologi-
cal and military struggle in the
world at the moment.” As is
written, his Communist armies are
over-running a nation nearly as big
as the continental United States.
The face of 5,000 years. old China
will undergo a revolutionary.change
should he gain the ultimate victory.

“The lives of 450,000,000 human
beings will be affected. L

Who is this soft-spokesman? How
does he live? What Is the secret
of his enormous hold over the minds
and bodles of millions?

Surrounded for years by an im-
penotrable wall of Government
troops - and official silence, buried In
the flinty hinterlands of the remote
‘Chinese North-west, his name until
recently meant little to the outside
world. - I first met him at Yenan, in
the closing days of 1045.. He was
.wearing the patched, padded clothing
and carclessly tied boots of the pea-
sanis among whom he Hved. A
faded blue cop was perched rakishly
on his massive -head. At 55, he is
a man of dreamlike quality in his
soft, almost flabby waxen face and
long slended hands. :
' Huoan Dialect

When he speaks _ it Is with - the
roundness of the gouthern ‘dialect he
Jearned as a child in his. native
province of Hunan; “curious mix-
ture of the peasant and intellectual,
he is a product.of the 1911 revolu-
tion, S

A young man of peasant stock, he
joined 11 companions at Shanghal in
forming the Chinese Communist
Party. The Yyears that followed
were hard and bitter. Those were
days of co-operntion with the Kuo-
mintang. At the height of thelr
joint success over the Northern war-
lord in 1027 he took part in the
bloody fighting. : i

Later, driven underground, fleeing
for his life, he helped“to organise
the party and advanced a new revo-
lutionary idea that the peasanis and
not the working proletariat should
form _ the basis of ‘the Chinese
revolution. )

"He incurred the displeasure of
Moscow for this heresy. Later he
broke with and defeatcd his chief
Chinese opponent, ‘Li Li-san, who’
fled to Russia in the 1930’8

Finally at the head ot the party,
harrassed by the troops of g Kail-
_shek, he vlaunched one of ‘the boldest
retreats in hisfory. :

In ona of the darkest ond most for-
bidding areas in -China, he et about to
expand ., the hold’ of Comumunism, He did
so by savage expropriation of landlords
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holdings and -redistribution of land "to
the peasants and a system.of political
‘and moral indoctnination, . ° )
. Within 10 years his band of 10,000 had
swollen {o ‘a million partK men and he
claimed for his group a third of China’
land surface and . population. : :
.d Ho w?nmmos} of these ndhcrcs(; i }l}:e
ays o e Japanese war en he
-becama the ﬁnf to advocate an all-out
struggle. with the ' Japanecse. -On the
strength of this he was able to rcach a
brief conciliation with tho Kuominteng,
forging the United Pronﬁ which brought
a period of success to! Chinese arma.
The treedom of action he gatned by this
internal - peace gave him the chanoe,
‘which he seized,. to win thousands of
converts . among the students, professors
and working classes .of the depressed. |
"A bold stroke at the war's end gave',
hin nearly the whole of Manchuria— |
with  an undenisble - bit of oid {rom
Russip. whose withdrawing troops left
behitd mounds of captured Japancse .

When pdsco ~talks' with the Kuomin.
., encouraged .by US General - Mar- .
shall, broke down in 1M7, Mno and his
Communists vowed ' they would not: stop
making war . until Chiang = Kal-shek's
power. was broken. R ;

To-day Mao's, mind is obsessed with
the belief. that one day China will be
completely Communist. i o

: " Lixes The Opera

It - Communism mecans sharlng . the
burdens and .poverty of the poople, Mao:
and his followers ore perfect examples !
of the term. In Yenan ho lives In a
one story three room house of mud and
straw, he" drosses - as meanly as’ his
pensant ncighbours. And he travels in
no’ expensive bullet-proof car. Usually
he walks through the dusty  streets,
sometimes .with @ aingle bodyguard,
often alone. - At times he . rides in 3
creaking aged ambulance fitted with hard
wooden scats and--his lone concession o
luxury—worn . blue co:.ntol: curtalns to
keep out of the moun sun.

Mao seems almost iireless.. All night
conferences in freezing rooms are come
monplace. His chicf relaxation is atten-
dance at a four hout performance of tho
Chinese opera, usually given in a barn
llke hall open to the chill winds of
winter, . .

‘He is a modernist who believes tho
status_quo philosophy of Confuclus holds
back China’s dcvelopment. .

Mano talks little of his personal 1ite,
Four limes married, his present” wife 1s
2 former Shanghai movie star who sharcs
his simple way of life. She {s\a woman
of admitted charm who docs nof smoke
or use rouge, lipstick or nail polish.”

Russtan D

. o
Schooled in the doctrincs, of Marx,
Lenin and Stalin, Mao speaks little or
no Russian, He has never been to
‘Russia, To critics who say his party is
one of agrarian reform only, he retorts
sharply: to
i e no mistako about it, ours is o
rty of Communism. It must and will
¢ our glorjous goaL' o -
He maintains that the Communists,
once in power, will deal cqually with
Russia ‘and the western' democracles in
foreign affairs.  Next to the Kuomintang,
he .considers the United States his chicf
enemy, because of ‘American military aid
to Nanking.
A fearless man, driven by. conviction,
he probably. would baulk at no measure
g:::;h would ensure success.—Assoclated
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