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TOKYO, March 28 (AP)
The Panchen Lama, & gentle,
good-humored young Chinese
who likes table tennis, is the
mew nominal ruler of Tibet,
under the frowning guns of
Red China. .

Peking says this 21.year-old
son of a peasant will head the
Preparatory Committee for
the Tibet Autonomous Reglon
only so long as the Dalai Lams
is “under duress of ilie rebals.

But Peking admits the Dalai
Lama tore up the treaty of
1851. That leaves as the last
symbol of Tibetan authorjty
this committee supposedly set
up td prepare Tibet for self-
rule.

The Panchen Lama is con-
sigered a spiritual leader of
an equal plane with the Dalal
Lama in Tibet. But tradition-
ally, all temporal power has
rested with the Dalai Lama.

Considered Living Buddha

Both are considered living|
Buddhas. Both are supposedly
the incarnations of the orig-
{na} Dalal and Panchen Lamas,
15th Century disciples of one
of Tibet’'s great holy men—
Tsong Ka Ba. .

The present Panchen Lama
was bern in the town of Lihwa,
in Sikghg Province pext door
1o Tibet, on Nov. 30, 1837.

One day several years later
the Roly men of Tibet came to
Lihwa looking for the incarna-
tion of the Panchen Lama.
They found a 6-year-old boy
in a peasant’s hut. He showed
a childish interest in the spec-
tacles of his predecessor, This
. and a number of occult signs

convineed the monks that this
' boy was the reincarnation of
. a long-dead abbot in Tibet.

Kept Handy by Reds

The Chinese Nationalists,'
then in control of the main-
. 1and, installed him as:the new|
Panchen Lama in 1944. [
The Panchen Lami had to
give up table tennis when the
C nists conquered Ghina
in 1949. They had other,plans

for him. The Red Chinese
moved him from Kumbum in
1951 to his ancient religious
fief at Shigatse, southwest of
Lhasa, to be the counterfoil
to the Dalai Lama. .

From then on he remained
in the shadow of the Dalal
Lama, but the Coanun nists
kept him handy, ready to bring
him forward should the sus-
pect Dalai Lamsa turn against
Daking,

‘The Communists made the
Panchen Lama & deputy for
Tibet and a member of the
Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress in
1854. He was made first vice
chairman of the Preparatory
Committee for Tibet in 1858.
The Dalai Lama was chair-
man. -

His spiritual realm is four
regions of southern Tibet—
Phuntsoling, Lhatse, Khamba
and Ngaming.

The Panchen Lama had been
called pro-Communist, ‘but
when he accompanied the
Dalai Lama to India in 1856
for the 2500tH anniversary
ceremonies of Buddha, he was
said to have been as reluctant
to return to Red rule as the
Dalai Lama. *
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