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In tie Lorimer Chapel at Colby 1s e tsblct

connmnorating tne missicnaries who nave gonae oul over thus
years to foreign countries; Burma, Indla, China, the Fullippines

and Africa. Uy 4id they go? what was thelr s2im? Wdhat havebeen

The ere of Misslons to China covered, rougnly, & perlod
oi one hundre& and fifty years, from the early 1l800s untll the
Communiste took over in 1549, and plsyed &n important role in the

awakening and development of tne"$leeping Glant"in tust pericd.

In tne background wes the AzkxxX pressure of toe Oplua Var, the

Clipper ship treding strife, the subjagddhon snd tdeatened gubdiv=-
of Shine '
i ston into “"sphaemee of influence" by the foreign powers; Britéan,

Russgia, ltaiy,France and Jepcne. There were the Unegual Yreatles
and mxtraterritorielity forced upon tadm. #e in the Unlted 3tetes
&lgo auniliated tnem oy our =Zzcluslon Act ﬂﬂﬁb{ onoldering pnem
the “Yellow reril". Thelr internzl disunity wae snown by tae

constent battling of their warilords ned promiucislicniefs. The
X

Teiping nepellion and the Boxer Jurising were also exsmples of
their unrest and instability. The bliud seifcoufidence of tne

Chincee officials nd their contexpt for {orsigners contributed

to thelir difficulilt esltuaticn.

The accusatlon tnet tae amisslionaries went out to
destro¥ the culture of znother people and substlitute tneir own
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the results? 4s one of the survivdrs of that list on that 9lacque
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I would like to commant on tce inlssionery effort in Chlna. T
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is not substentiszted Ly fectx True, misselonaries went with
& senge of misskon, a coenviction that they nad o message that

wouid be neLlpiul to tnose in “"derkness"., True, also, China had
gn oider gnd more te
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sted, adzslazsszfrntextia,civilizabion
wALAT
toan wey But,it ie also true that the; had sowething to lesrn

ol
fromu, the nest; that in the rrocess we learned from eech other.
The missionzries syresad the Good hews of the love of God for all
people, deronstraling tne message turough schools, hospltals
and nomes for thne aged. The podr were tne first to respond, but
the charecter of the schools, &nd the quality of the medical
gervice, end tne nature of the of tne mission's efforts to meet
tne needs of the people, took them into tce rexens ( maglsterieal
gourts) and opened up corzunication wita the scholars. Thne
products of tnese echools became the leaders of thz New China;
the »un Yet Sen, the Soongs,the Wellington Hoos, tne Chang‘Fu-
llengs, the Jiamy Yene,the ungs, Chiang Kal atiek and huandreds of
otheré.

ie do not need Lo apologlze for the Misslonery lMoveament.
1t was & lerge fector legcding up to the 1910 revolution end final
emmergence of Chiaa as one of tae present Gay world powers. |
Historians 4in tue future gey consider tnis' period of Church
gction es enother of the “Crusedes”. Irimsrily it was relizious,
evengeliistic eand educatioh&l. It wés non-political. It was
internsticnal. 1n ly22,when tne Natlonal Chrletlan Councll was
formed in 3nengnsi, there were dSne nundred snd twenty different
foreign mlssliomary organizatione cocperating. ¥illions of dollars

hed been contributed by tne churcnes of tne worlde Thls same
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gltrutstic attitude for the needy and the under-privileged
ghowed up a generstion later, this time under government
sponsorship. Flrst there wes tae karsnsll Plan. Tuen the Peace
Corps attempted to carry out, on a natlonel basls, z prograsz

which the wmwissionaries had been working oa for over a century.

wlselons ln Chkinae wsre ahocked by tne Jepsnese invasion

of Gnengial in L8937, and were gredually brougnt to a coamplete
closlipe as the confilct deveioped into World Wer II. kission
Stations were occupled snd tae missionscries cevecuated; soume

to their nowme coéuntries, but msny bundreds to the prison cemps
in Chins, Japan, Korea and the Philippinee. When pesce wam
doclared tinersz wes an attempt to re-open some of the missions,
but that effort completely collapeed when the Naticnallstk

ercies of Chiang Keol-cnek were cefested by the Communists in 1949.

It ie now twenty flve yesrs elnce The Peoples' Lepublic

of China came into power. e heve witnessed sn smazing revolutlon

in the and nabite chinese
and reorgsnizatlion aﬁg iire style pof the 700 to 800 milllonfpeOple s
WE N&7p SN e g & ;
the apperent obliteratlion of tue EEE%EE%&Q wlasionary movement, adic
“THF Feopies nepuiile of ,
Cninaogifepted ﬁs one of the five great Viorld Towers in tae Unitzd
~ Nt PBEE

Netione Organlzatlon.

e moy well speculate on our ciuolces of actlion amn that
1946 point in Chino-fmsric:zn relatlons: l.- Should the Jnited States

have intervend wiliterily in support of Chieng Ael-shek ¥ Or,2-,

new
ehould we have recognized end helped thepeo Tse-tung regime?
gowipletely

5-, Should we nave reioved oursdéives,from tue asiatlc area? Or, 4-

2

was tie llne of azctlion we followed tne correct one?. Hind-glgot is
-7
almost slways the best.
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l.- Chdsng fel-shek's governmant fell because 1t was incapable

: of
oblensy
of soiving tne sge Si hm reform, ignorsnce snd officlal

corruption. Chieng, inthe perlod before the war erupted, had
looked 10 tne Wweet for help and asavice end edvisors in hls
Cabinet. However tne missionaries, from tne besinnlng, nsd tried
to avoid becoming kuxpaiix involved in politicsofhe governzent.
50 in nies enmergescy they did not hsve the expertise ne needed

Curlng

for hig overwneluing poliitical, socisl,economic and zilitary 1lls.
Cur ermed foreces nhed won the war, bat there wus such & streined
relstionship betveen our willtery edvizors, -(Generel Stilwdell
end his group)- &nd tue Generalissimo, tret further cooperatlion.
would heve been impossible. We wore risnt in wilthiérawlng our
troope from Cnine.

2.~ 'There are thosc wuo now say we should have stopped our

. : ang . .

support of Cnierng e&nd nsve recognized,nelped Yeo Tec-tung and

ais new reglme. Thet would hsve. been imp&cslble 2l that time.
Tnere wes puci deep emotional, almost sentizentel, interest and
support Of tke Ketianalist Cninese, - perhzrs zartly Dbeceuse of
the more than s century of mlssionary contscisrd friendsnip-

toat to desert them in thelr tlame of need wonld have becn
unbninkable. At thet same time,in 1848, we were Latiling to
restrein boviet agsrensslon in tneir siege of Weet Serlln, by

our famous Alr LATtL., Riplaxukixaxrrzainikizaxafxxknks Our feer,
dietrust and hatred of our Coanunist enexies, made'any diplomatic
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recognition of kso's revolutionar governuentcompletely népéless.

* )/{:u\a\ forir -“'“fﬁ“'e- CopmChETrE
% e ,g_ubé~wwpgb~w&LLi wio voulld haeve had us with@draw from

the 4slatic sres, butl by thet Llme we were Loo deeply involved

N \/
}ﬁ~%ne\whﬂiu\2ac&£&ehilQkﬂwnfmeon{licbrwith our treaty commitments
Aot
‘with Japen, lailwan,tne +hilippines and the otner South mast Aclen
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nations, promising to protect them from “agression? fbr us

ret:ecat into isolation.

4= In looiking bsckward to 1949, could we,or should we ,

havedvne differently in that period? As a natlon we apparently

hed no fixed lonyg range policy, except to mzintain peece and the
statue quo. e had to meet each crisis s it erose. There wes

much uncertainity, even controversy at nigh levela. Think, 1f you
will, of Joun Foster Dulles, Lean Acheson, Lesn Rusk, Generals Stllwél
Maréball, iestmoreland and Mac Arthur. Pat. Hurley, along with

John Service, John Lavies and John Carter Vincent. There was Senstor
e Carthy end our Pres;dents Roosevelt, Trumen,zisenhower, dennedy
sad Nixon, all strong personalitles, witih many conflicting 1deas.

I do believe omr leasders tried to make wise declslons, not merely
& 4‘1 ‘:; “4 N -

\

- .
expedient ones. On the whole the results have been good. Histéry
will heve to be the final judge. However soze writers are alrecdy

calling tuls the era of Pax Americanus.

By our progran of protectiny end subsidlzling Japan and

Taiwan we helped both countries meke thelr phenomominel recoveries-
equal to kurope's under the varshall Plan. &lso, in this period

we had the coursge and the power to hold back sggression in three
ma Jor controntations with our enemies: 1In 1948 it was 1ifWest Berlin

- 7 wb rficd,

when the seviets tried to absorb them; In 1950, we restrained the
North Koreasns in thelr attempy destroy South Korea; In the 1560s
we responded to &n eppeal by South Vietnem for help when they were
inveded by Ho Chil iing's forces. ( This was Lean Rusk's version.)
All of these actions w;re primafily defensive. The last two were
bloody and .rolonged, end, at times anoyalar at home. However the

were carried tnrough to en end, an armistice or peace trcaty, cven ¥

not conclusive. I1Is not our recent snvolvement in the «icdé_.esle

4
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ArebeIlsreeli vier e fourth confrontztion with Russia? Tl

Ky gL ! N

A new chapter in Sino-iLmeric:n relations was opened with
the vielt of Iresident kichard Nixon in 1972 to Peking. dopefully

"';,3 K ¢?
there will be & return to & full diplomatic friendshlp between

our two nations.

In conclusion: l.= What is there left of the lkilsslonary

Movement in China?, end 2- What next for China?

48 far as 1e generally knéwn, organlzed Christizsnity has

been coupletely and ruthlessly suppressed. No misshon schools
s

or hospitals heve been permitted to denbhinue. fie do know inatances-

where-the government has taken over some of these institutions,
and greatly éxpanded tnem. In Peking, the former Peking Unlon
Medical School end Hospltal ere used actively, an@in Changsha,
the Hsleng=Ya ( Yale-in-China ) iledical School, where we formerly
had fewer thah 200 medieal students, we now hear that ii Whole
plent has been enlarged with over‘i/OOQ students. The Baptists
who had extansive sotivity and church property in west and south-
weet China, now have none, although they do nave some wotkers end

churches in Hong honge Is there anything left of the former great

reservolr of good will for Amerlcens whici we thought was there?

Again, we must wait for future histortans to complete the story

.

of the ililsslonary irae.

What about the future of the present government 06 China?
These have been twenty five momentous years, with Mao Tse-tung
tne idol currently being worshiped. He has apparently\accomplisned
miracles, a:ainst tremendous oddj; & brilllent military leader,
& philoso _her. an euthor, a poet end e stetesman. WWben he end Chou
En-lel leave the scene cen their successors carry on their 1éas &nd

1deals? Or will there be encther scrr~*1ls for power, sretur~ °

!
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0ld struggle for survival, with more represslon for the masses?
ls the Gommunist partystrong enought to hold the country
together? 1Is Communism the " Wave of tae Future% Or, will this
penood be noted ag g paasing.phaae, &bn incident, in the

: 6hY
meny thousand year'history of China?

John Hess Foster

M7y

Thle does not wean that the lissionary liovement wae a fallure,
or that ell thet effort was wasted. Rather, was it not, tnst
naving nelSdSparK the Renslssance, end having nelped 1aunch the
nevolution, 1t was scase of "iMission dccomplished"; Its services
being nc longer needed or desired, it deserved a "{elLl Done"

cltatlonm, a victory rather than & defeat?



