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Buck Lab Grant Guidelines 2022-2023

The Buck Lab is pleased to offer grants to students from all departments who wish to do 

independent projects related to any aspect of the environment (climate change, biodiversity, 

ecosystems, environmental policy-making and advocacy, pollution, public health, environmental 

justice, etc.). This includes research from any disciplinary perspective, community engagement 

projects, projects in the arts and humanities, and internships with Buck Lab partner 

organizations.  In addition, faculty from any department/program at Colby are invited to submit 

a grant proposal for collaborative research with students on environmental topics; please note 
that summer student RA positions that will be on-campus should be funded by the Provost's 
Office rather than the Buck Lab. 

Buck Lab grant information is available at web.colby.edu/bucklab (click on “Grants”). Questions 

should be directed to bucklab@colby.edu.  

Two rounds of grants are available during each academic year to support research projects in 

January/Spring (October deadline) and Summer (April deadline). These deadlines are rolling, 

and the Buck Lab welcomes ideas for projects and partnerships to be carried out at any time 

during the year. Please note that only currently enrolled Colby students are eligible for funding. 

Given the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we will continue to consider remote experiences, as 
well as those in-person and on-site.  We encourage students and faculty to pursue strong COVID 
safety protocols in their Buck Lab-funded work. 

Guidelines 

Buck Lab grants are awarded competitively, and the award amount will vary depending upon the 

nature and location of the research project, quality of the research proposal, feasibility of the 

project, availability of funds, and other factors deemed important by the grants committee. 

Before submitting an application, students are strongly encouraged to discuss their research plans 

and grant proposal with their faculty mentor or project supervisor. Students and faculty are also 

welcome to reach out to Buck Lab Director Gail Carlson (gcarlson@colby.edu) for assistance 

developing projects or writing grant proposals. 

All successful grant recipients will be required to report back to the Buck Lab on their research 

experience and outcomes. Students will also submit to the Buck Lab a short description of their 

experience and at least one photo or other form of image for use in Buck Lab communications 

materials. Students will be encouraged to present project results at the Colby Liberal Arts 

Symposium (CLAS) or other forum. Any publications or presentations resulting from this funded 

work should acknowledge the support of the Buck Lab for Climate & Environment. 

https://web.colby.edu/bucklab
mailto:bucklab@colby.edu
mailto:gcarlson@colby.edu
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Grant Proposal 

Please submit a two-page narrative that includes the following information: 

For student proposals: 

• Your name, class year and major(s)/minor(s)

• Which type of Buck Lab grant you are applying for (Student Research, Community

Engagement or Internship Funding)

• Your project supervisor (Colby professor, off-campus mentor, or internship supervisor)

and their contact information

• A brief description of your project

• If human participants will be used in your project, confirmation that you have applied for

or received approval from the Colby Institutional Review Board (IRB)

(www.colby.edu/psych/irb)

• How your project relates to your academic interests, as well as the mission of the Buck

Lab (see web.colby.edu/bucklab)

• A general timeline for your project (during the 4 weeks of Jan Plan or specify the number

of weeks, up to 10, you will work during Summer)

• What your expected project outcomes are

• In 2021-2022, how this project will be done remotely or if your project requires travel

and in-person/on-site work, where you hope to work and how you will undertake

COVID-19 safety precautions.

For faculty proposals (Student-Faculty Collaborative Research): 

• Your name and department/program

• Which Colby student(s) you plan to work with, their class years and major(s)/minor(s)

• A brief description of your project

• How your project relates to the mission of the Buck Lab (see web.colby.edu/bucklab)

• If human participants will be used in your project, confirmation that you have applied for 
or received approval from the Colby Institutional Review Board (IRB)

(www.colby.edu/psych/irb)

• How students will be involved in this research

• A general timeline for your project, including expectations for student work

• What your expected project outcomes are

• Whether students will work on Colby’s campus, remotely or at an off-campus site. For 
summer RAs who will work on-campus, please seek funding from the Provost's Office.

• Any other issues related to safety, cost, research feasibility, etc. that may be of interest to 
the grants committee

Budget 

• All proposals must include a budget, and for itemized expenses, we strongly encourage

you to use the table format below, listing each expense category (travel, lodging, food,

site transportation, supplies, other expenses, lost wages).

http://www.colby.edu/psych/irb
https://web.colby.edu/bucklab
https://web.colby.edu/bucklab
http://www.colby.edu/psych/irb
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• Indicate Unit Cost (e.g., estimated lodging cost per night), Number of Units (e.g., number

of nights’ lodging) and Total Cost (e.g., unit cost x number of units)

• Make sure all budget items are justified by your project description. This is best done by

including an Expense Justification column and briefly annotating your budget items.

• Make sure the costs are reasonable – don’t underestimate your costs, but also don’t

budget extravagant expenses.

• Include a stipend if needed to cover “lost wages,” the equivalent amount of work study

earnings during Jan Plan or summer earnings during the grant period). This amount is not

to exceed $600 for Jan Plan 2022. The amount for Summer 2022 will be set at a later

date.

• Include the total amount of funding requested in bold in the bottom row.

• Indicate if you are seeking funds for this project from sources other than the Buck Lab.

LastName Proposed Budget 

Unit Cost No. Units Total Cost Expense 
Justification 

Travel 

Lodging 

Food 

Transportation 

Stipend 

Other expenses 

Lost wages 

TOTAL TOTAL 

Submission 

Please submit your proposal as a single PDF using the following file name format: 

YourLastName_BuckLabGrant_Date. Submit your proposal to bucklab@colby.edu. 

Recommendation letters 

Students must arrange for one brief letter of recommendation to be submitted to 

bucklab@colby.edu by the deadline. This letter may come from your project supervisor or a 

faculty or staff member at Colby who knows you well. 

Deadlines 

The deadline for Jan Plan/Spring proposals is Sunday, October 30 2022. The deadline for 

Summer proposals is Sunday, April 2, 2023. 

Funding disbursement 

Student grants will be disbursed directly in one lump sum to your bank account from the Colby 

Student Financial Services office. Faculty grants will be disbursed on a reimbursement basis, and 

mailto:bucklab@colby.edu
mailto:bucklab@colby.edu
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for some expenses via direct payment from the Buck Lab – please consult with Director Gail 

Carlson (gcarlson@colby.edu).  

Emergency contact information 

All student grant recipients who are traveling for Buck Lab-funded projects must provide 

emergency contact information prior to travel (email Director Gail Carlson at 

gcarlson@colby.edu).  

Liabilities and consent 

Students are responsible for any expenses incurred during their research travel and activities that 

are in excess of the approved award from the Buck Lab. Award recipients are solely responsible 

for insuring their own safety during all project-related activities. Colby College, the Buck Lab 

for Climate & Environment, and faculty and staff associated with this grant are not responsible 

for health or safety issues that may arise as a result of this grant award. 

All students conducting projects in a foreign country must follow the DavisConnects insurance 
enrollment process. Students are responsible for checking on travel warnings to their research 

locations (e.g., from the U.S. State Department), and the Buck Lab reserves the right to deny 
funding if the project site is deemed too risky.

Safety requirements in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic are subject to change as the 

public health situation shifts in the U.S. and/or in other countries. 

mailto:gcarlson@colby.edu
mailto:gcarlson@colby.edu
http://www.colby.edu/offcampus/travel-registry/
http://www.colby.edu/offcampus/travel-registry/



