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Community Involvement  
and Action 

Lessons learned in the Belgrades will provide the Knowledge for Action in other lakes 



Making Conservation a Tradition 
 

A Video Production by Bruce Williams 
 

http://web.colby.edu/epscor/2010/09/ 
 



•  Research on social and environmental 
history is being used to inform scientific 
analyses, economic modeling, and public 
policy studies for sustainability solutions 
and outreach. 

The Belgrade Region History Team is studying events, trends, and 
turning points in the history of the watershed that place people and the 
environment in larger temporal and spatial contexts. 

Research on social and environmental history is being used to inform 
scientific analyses, economic modeling, and public policy studies for 
sustainability solutions and outreach. 
 



Illusory Timelessness of the Belgrade Lakes Region 
 

Our goal is to define and empower a “sense of place” for the Belgrade 
Lakes Region. We study history not as a collection of personal facts (as 
in a family album) or as a reverential heritage to be commemorated (as 
in an anniversary celebration), but as a way to build on a” useable 
past” for future innovation and citizen involvement. 
 
We seek to foster interdisciplinary communication by producing clear, 
compelling, and eminently readable reports to the public that empower 
residents, visitors, and interested others.  Rather than a macro-history 
of all the Belgrades, we are engaged in historically-informed and 
focused research projects that meet disciplinary standards in 
environmental and social history while serving the overall needs of the 
EPSCoR team. 
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Geologic and Human History  
of the Belgrade Lakes Watershed  
 
 
 
Erin Schnettler, Mel Croft, Bruce Reuger 









This is not the end of change in the Belgrades.  
Human activity will continue to speed up natural 
change.  What does the future hold? 



 
 
 

Summer Camps  
in the Belgrade Lakes Region 
 
 
 
Danielle Sheppard 



Pine Island Camp!

• Founded in 1902 !
• Located on Great Pond!
• Camp for 85 boys, age 9-15!
• Traditional Camp Model!
• Mission of “re-creation”!
• Works closely with the BRCA!
 



Camp Runoia!

• Founded in 1907!
• Camp for Girls!
• Traditional camp model with modern amenities!
• LakeSmart certified!
 



 
 
 

Artistic Expression 
in the Belgrades 
 
 
 
James Westhafer 



Woodcuts from 18th C 
farms in Smithfield 
illustrating hard work 
(and some play), with 
emphasis on the 
bounty of the land. 



“Fishing-Belgrade Lakes” by Shirley Lewis 



Between 1903 and 1910 the trolley brought crowds of 
people to Cascade Park on Swan’s Hill, midway between 
Waterville and Oakland, where a spacious open-air theatre 
seating 500, later 1000, offered vaudeville shows, band 
concerts, plays, and movies, sometimes for free, with 
proceeds coming from trolley fares. 



E.B. White, “Once More to the Lake” (1941): 
 
“Summertime, oh summertime, pattern of life indelible, the 
fade proof lake, the woods unshatterable, the pasture with 
the sweet fern and the juniper forever and ever, summer 
without end.” 



Ongoing Activities 
We seek to articulate a “useable past” that identifies and 

communicates a shared sense of place and community values to 
residents and visitors of all ages.  

We are conducting detailed case studies using primary sources that 
can be clearly situated in a much larger context of change over time 
and regional identity. 

We will strive to meet or exceed professional historical standards, 
present and publish our results in both local and national forums, 
and contribute to the goal of developing historical consciousness 
and an ethic of sustainability solutions. 

We will closely coordinate our work on social and environmental history 
with ongoing scientific analyses, economic modeling, and public 
policy studies. 

This summer, we will be developing educational units on local social 
and environmental history as part of the EPSCOR public outreach 
effort. 



“Every study of place attachment is a study of a single place, and 
should remain tied to site specific environment, history, institutional 
structure and culture” -- Stedman et al. (2007)  



Hope to see you at Maine COLA 
at Colby June 25th! 


