
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Jen Coane 
Office: 330 Davis 

Office Hours: Wednesday 1-2 pm; Friday 11-Noon; by appointment 
   Phone: 859-5556   Email: jhcoane@colby.edu  
    
Course Website:   on Moodle (http://moodle.colby.edu/my/index.php)  
Course Blog: http://web.colby.edu/cogblog/ 
 
Text:  - Kellogg, R. T. (2007). Fundamentals of Cognitive Psychology, 1st 

Ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.  
 - Additional readings will be posted on Moodle. 

 

  
 

 

PS232 – Cognitive Psychology 
Fall 2014 

Monday-Wednesday 2:30-3:45 p.m. 
Davis 301 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course provides an overview of the study of human cognition, by discussing theoretical 
approaches and experimental studies. The course will cover several key areas (pattern 
recognition, attention, memory, categorization, and language), with a special focus on the 
distinction between conscious or controlled processes that are accessible through 
introspection and self-awareness and automatic processes that take place outside of 
conscious awareness. A second focus area will be on the interplay between data-driven 
(bottom-up) and knowledge driven (top down) processes, and how much of what we attend 
to and remember are determined by these factors. 

The primary goals of this course are: 

1. Defining and understanding the basic 
topics of cognitive psychology and the 
methods of inquiry 

2. Developing the necessary skills to read, 
understand, and discuss original 
resources 

3. Understanding how advances in basic 
cognitive research can be applied to 
education, special populations, and 
every day life 

These goals will be met to the extent that 
you fulfill your responsibilities.  

This is a 4 credit hour course. You 
should expect to work 2-3 hours/week 

per credit hour outside of class to master 
the material. 

Your responsibilities in this course are: 

1. To attend class regularly 

2. Do all assigned readings ahead of class 

3. To be attentive and actively engaged in all 
course activities 

4. To complete all required assignments in a 
timely fashion 



Grading 
Your grade will be based upon quizzes, exams, and written assignments. All assignments are due on 
the date indicated or announced in class and all readings are to be completed before class. I will 
assume you have read the textbook (as well as any assigned readings) before we begin discussing a 
topic. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Exams (60% of final grade): There will be 3 exams, worth 17.5%, 20%, and 22.5% of the final grade 
(higher scores are weighted more heavily). Exams will include multiple choice, short answer, and essay 
questions and will cover material from the textbook, lectures, additional readings, and class discussions. 
There will be an in-class portion and an online, open book, open note portion. Both exams after the first 
one will have a cumulative component. There will be no changes in the exam dates, so if you have 
conflicts in your schedule, you should consider taking this course in a different semester.  

Quizzes (20% of final grade): There will be a total of 6 in-class quizzes throughout the semester, 
covering the textbook, lectures, and additional readings. Five quizzes will count toward your final 
grade. The lowest quiz score will be dropped (this means you can miss one quiz or class period with no 
penalty). No make-up quizzes will be given. There will also be practice quizzes online. These are not 
graded, but you will be able to assess your level of preparation. Online, non-graded quizzes will be 
posted on Moodle to help you prepare for in-class quizzes and exams. 

Written Assignment (20% of final grade): To help you develop your writing skills, you will post an 
entry on the course blog. For this assignment, you will select a recent peer-reviewed article and write a 
clear, comprehensive, and accessible description and commentary in the form of a blog post. The final 
post is worth 15% of your grade; participation, in-class activities, and comments on peers’ blog posts will 
account for the remaining 5%.  
A 10% penalty will be assigned for each day the assignment is late.  
An optional revision of your post will be due the day of the final exam; the final grade will be a weighted 
average of the original (35%) and the revision (65%).  

Research Participation (extra credit): To enhance understanding of experimental approaches to the 
study of Cognition, you may earn extra credit by participating in research studies. You may participate 
in up to six experiments (two prior to each exam) and have credit added to your exam. Participation 
must be complete and credits must be assigned to the course BEFORE the exam. Unassigned credits 
will not be counted. Studies must be through Experimetrix (https://experimetrix2.com/colby/).  

A+  97+  
A  94-96 
A-  90-93 
B+  87-89 
B  84-86 
B-  80-83 

C+  77-79 
C  74-76 
C-  70-73 
D+  67-69 
D  64-66  
D-  60-63   
F  < 59 

Grading Policy 
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DATE 

 
 
Topic 

 
 

Text 

 
Additional 
Readings 

 
 

Activities & Assignments 

9/3 Overview & 
Introductions   

 

9/8 Introduction to 
Cognitive Psychology ch. 1   

9/10 Pattern Recognition ch. 2   

9/15 Pattern Recognition   Quiz 1 

9/17 Pattern Recognition  Harrison & Hole 
(2009)  

9/22 Attention ch. 3   

9/24 Attention   Quiz 2 

9/29 Attention  Drew et al. (2013)  
10/1 EXAM 1    
10/6 Memory     

10/8 Memory ch. 4  
(pp. 93-99)  Blog Comments Due 

10/13 No Class – Fall Recess    

10/15 Memory ch. 4 
(pp. 99-123)  Quiz 3 

10/20 Memory           ch. 5   
10/22 Memory     Blog Article Selection  
10/27 Memory                                                                                                                                      ch. 6        Quiz 4 

10/29 Memory   Roediger & Pyc 
(2012)  

11/3 EXAM 2    

11/5 Semantic Memory ch. 7 
(pp. 203-209)   

11/10 Semantic Memory  Coane & Balota 
(2011)  

11/12 Categorization ch. 7  
(pp. 183-193)  Quiz 5 

11/17 Categorization    

11/19 Language Reed ch. 10 
(on Moodle)  Blog Post Due (11/23) 

11/24 Language   Quiz 6 

12/1 Language    

12/3 Language  Bialystok & Craik 
(2010)   Blog Comments Due 

12/15 1:30 p.m.           EXAM 3 Optional revision of blog 
post due 



 
DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY:  DEPARTMENT POLICY 

One of our goals in Psychology is to provide the best learning environment for our students. The curriculum 
and our methods of teaching are geared toward active engagement with the material and collaboration 
among students and faculty. For the best experience in the major, students are encouraged to attend all 
classes and participate in all class activities. Moreover, we believe that significant learning takes place both 
inside and outside the classroom, and we encourage you to share your learning experiences with your peers 
and to form study groups. 

Students should treat deadlines as firm. Scheduling of exams, papers, and other assignments is done with 
careful consideration, attending to balancing material covered and the appropriateness of the evaluation at 
the time it is scheduled. Professors will make every effort to return graded exams, papers, and assignments in 
a timely fashion, and asking for an extension delays the return of graded work and feedback, thus disrupting 
the learning process.  

Attendance, Absence and Deadline Policy: The department abides by the following policy as stated in the 
Colby College Catalogue: Students are expected to attend all of their classes and scheduled course events and are 
responsible for any work missed. Failure to attend can lead to a warning, grading penalties, and/or dismissal from the course 
with a failing grade. The department also adheres to the College’s Policies for Missed Class Time Due to 
Athletic Contests. Students taking a course in the Psychology Department are expected to attend all 
meetings of that course. Only valid medical excuses, documented personal catastrophes (such as a death in 
the family), and religious observances (see below) will be accepted as reasons not to attend class, take an 
exam, or turn in a paper or other assignment as scheduled.  If you are, for legitimate reasons, unable to take 
an exam or turn in an assignment when it is scheduled, you should notify the professor in advance. Having a 
lot of work to do, several exams/papers in a few days, being generally unprepared, or having conflicting 
travel arrangements are not acceptable excuses.   

Religious Observances.  Practitioners of a religious tradition requiring time apart from the demands of the 
normal work schedule on a particular day (or days) should contact their professors in advance to make 
arrangements for academic events that conflict with a religious observance.  

Exam policy. All students are expected to abide by the Psychology Department’s Policy on Exams (see 
course Moodle page for details).  

Incomplete Grades. The mark of incomplete (I) will be assigned only in the case of documented 
emergencies. The assignment of a mark of I is contingent on students making prior arrangements with their 
professor regarding completion of the course work by a certain date in accordance with policy specified in 
the Colby College Catalogue.  

Learning Differences. It is my goal to support all students’ learning. If you are in need of any 
accommodations or additional support, please see me so you can have the best possible learning experience. 

Academic Honesty:  The department abides by the following college policy as stated in the Colby College 
Catalogue.  Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty are serious offenses.  For the first offense, the 
instructor may dismiss the offender from the course with a mark of ‘F’ and will also report the case to the department chair 
and the dean of students, who may impose other or additional penalties, including suspension or expulsion…A second offense 
automatically leads to suspension or expulsion. 

Use of electronics in class: Please make sure your cell phones are off. I discourage the use of smartphones 
and laptops. It is distracting for those around you, for lecturers, and in the age of Wi-Fi, can be distracting 
for you. There is also empirical evidence that students learn better and remember more by taking notes by 
hand (Mueller & Oppenheimer, 2014). Please see me if you have concerns about this and I will work with 
you to support your learning needs. 


