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Assignment #2: Dreams 
 
“For twenty-five years I’ve asked children to take pictures of their everyday lives and to tell me about 
growing up. One of the assignments I give them is to photograph their dreams. Allen Shepherd told us 
about killing his best friend, Ricky Dixon, in a dream. Denise Dixon dreamed of herself with a snake 
around her neck, and Scott Huff had a dream about planes crashing on his head. I directed them to 
photograph these and other fantasies they might have. 

   — Wendy Ewald 
 
“I had a lot of things on my mind, personal and psychological things, that I wanted to talk about—
questions that I was trying to answer—and they couldn’t be contained in a single image.”  
 

   — Duane Michals 
 
 
Assignment: Using at least two rolls of 120 film and the Diana or Holga plastic camera, create a 
sequence or series of images that reflect or express your dreams, desires, and/or fears. You can be literal 
by visually describing incidents from actual dreams, as in some of the images we saw of Wendy Ewald’s 
students, or you can be imaginative and figurative and express your dreams and fears as they inhabit your 
conscious, awake mind. The final series of work should consist of at least five final prints on fiber paper. 
The group can be sequential, narrative and/or linear or may just consist of five images that create a 
compelling grouping.  
 
It’s important to realize that the context you give your work is all important. Don’t limit your definition of 
what a dream image looks like – blurry, atmospheric, expressionistic, etc. (although those are certainly 
valid notions) – but stay open to any interpretation that feels genuine to you. Dreams can be clear or 
blurry, sharp or soft, straightforward or surrealistic. Stay open, explore several ideas, work through the 
process with as few preconceptions as possible. 
 
Critique: October 1 
 
Web sites to view re: this assignment 

http://www.robertmann.com/exhibitions/2004/rexroth/press.html 

http://www.dianacamera.com 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diana_camera 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holga 


