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Assignment #1/Portraits and Exposure 
For this assignment you will make a series of seven portraits, each one made using a bracket of exposures. 
Make one exposure as determined by the light meter. Then make four more: one that is one stop lighter 
(i.e. using a larger aperture or slower shutter speed), one that is two stops lighter, and one that is one 
stop darker (i.e. using a smaller aperture or faster shutter speed), and one that is two stops darker. In the 
end, you will have made 7 portraits and 5 exposures of each. 
 
Examples: 
If, for example, your meter directs you to expose a photograph at 1/60 of a second at f/8, your bracket 
would look like this:  
 1) 1/125 @ f/8 (indicated exposure) 
 2) 1/125 @ f/5.6 (one stop overexposed) 
 3) 1/125 @f/4 (two stops overexposed) 
 4) 1/125 @ f/11 (one stop underexposed) 
 5) 1/125 @ f/16 (two stops underexposed) 
 
You can also bracket your exposures by allowing the f/stop to remain the same while changing the shutter 
speed appropriately: 
 1) 1/125 @ f/8 (indicated exposure) 
 2) 1/60 @ f/8 (one stop overexposed) 
 3) 1/30 @ f/8 (two stops overexposed) 
 4) 1/250 @ f/8 (one stop underexposed) 
 5) 1/500 @ f/8 (two stops underexposed) 
 
GOALS:   

1) make sure that your meter is adjusted properly; 
2) confirm that you are using your camera correctly; 
3) illustrate the differences in negatives produced by the variety of exposures.  
4) Consider the genre of portraiture and what it means to make a photograph portrait. 

 
READING: Make sure to carefully read chapter 6 of text, paying particular attention to page 89 for 
further description of bracketing. 
 
VIEWING: You can do further research and get more ideas for your work by viewing images by the 
artists we looked at in class. 
 
DUE: Bring undeveloped film to class on Tuesday, February 18. 


