
CH115- Science of Crime- Fall 2016 
Paper #1 Rubric 

 
Nuts and Bolts: 
First Draft 

4 points maximum 0 points Loss of points 

Paper is an “honest effort” (right 
format, on time, at least 5 pages of 
text, and has 2+ references). 

Paper is not an honest effort (for 
multiple reasons, it falls short of 
meeting expectations). 

Paper is not an honest effort and is 
extremely late (by the instructor’s 
standards). 

 

Final Paper1 

2 points 1 point 0 points 

Paper has 5-6 pages of text Paper has < 5 pages or > 6 pages Paper has < 4 pages or > 7 
pages 

Paper has 3+ references Paper has 1-3 references Paper has no references 

Paper has consistent and proper in-text 
citations 

Paper has some in-text citations Paper has no in-text citations 

Paper has the correct MLA format for 
references 

Paper generally follows MLA format, 
but there are some errors 

Paper does not have MLA 
format for references 

Paper has a catchy and creative title Paper has an adequate title Paper title is uninteresting 
and/or misleading 

Paper meets all other requirements 
(margins, font, spacing, page numbers) 

Paper meets most other 
requirements  

Paper does not meet most 
other requirements 

 

Content: 

Category Exceeds Expectations  
 

Meets Expectations  
 

Needs 
Improvement 

Inadequate 
As Is 

Objective 
Report  
 
(8 pts max) 
 
Points will be 
deducted if 
report 
exceeds 1 
page. 

The essential facts of the 
case and the evidence 
are complete, and there 
is no redundancy or 
extraneous detail. The 
writing is clear and 
simple. Dates, times, and 
other details are precise. 
The language is formal 
with no contractions or 
slang. The report is 
impersonal, focusing on 
the case details and 
evidence without 
interpretation of the facts. 
Contains a thesis 
statement that is 
reasonable, given the 
case facts. 

Most of the essential 
facts are presented 
correctly, but there are 
some minor omissions, 
errors, redundancies, or 
sources of confusion. 
Most of the writing is 
clear, simple, and 
formal. The report is 
generally objective. 
Contains a thesis 
statement. 

Some parts may be 
confusing or 
awkward. The reader 
is distracted by too 
many extraneous 
details or is lost 
because key points 
are omitted. There 
may even be some 
errors in the 
presentation of the 
facts. Report may be 
biased. Unclear or 
missing thesis 
statement. 

There are 
serious gaps 
or omissions, 
making the 
case hard to 
follow. The 
author should 
have checked 
his or her 
facts better. 

  

                                                   
1 Late papers are penalized by 10% per day. 



The Story 
(16 points 
max) 

The descriptive detail is 
rich and interesting. The 
sequence of events is 
clearly laid out and 
makes sense given the 
known facts of the case, 
and there are no 
improbable lapses of 
logic. The major 
characters are brought to 
life. The reader is drawn 
into the paper and is 
compelled to keep 
reading. 

The description is 
sufficient to tell the story. 
The sequence of events 
makes sense and can 
easily be followed, but 
could perhaps be more 
interesting. The major 
characters are 
presented well enough 
to avoid confusion, but 
the reader doesn’t really 
care about them. 
However, the reader is 
willing to keep reading. 

The reader is 
distracted by too 
many extraneous 
details or is lost 
because key points 
are omitted. The 
sequence is 
confusing or doesn’t 
make sense given 
the evidence. One or 
more major 
characters is 
inadequately 
presented.  

There are 
serious gaps 
or omissions, 
making the 
story hard to 
follow. There 
is no 
motivation to 
keep reading. 

Overall 
Quality of 
Writing 
 
(8 pts max) 

The paper is free of 
errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and 
mechanics. The writing is 
fluid and the word choice 
is compelling. 

The paper has 
occasional errors in 
grammar, punctuation, 
and/or mechanics. The 
writing is competent and 
gets the job done. 

The paper has 
persistent errors in 
grammar, 
punctuation, and 
style. The writing 
does not meet 
reasonable 
standards. 

The quality of 
writing is 
consistently 
poor. 

Overall 
Impact 
 
(4 pts max) 

The paper exceeds 
expectations for a writer 
at this point in his/her 
college career. Clarity 
and quality of prose is 
exceptional. 

The paper meets 
expectations for a writer 
at this point in his/her 
college career. Clarity 
and quality of prose is 
consistently good. 

The paper almost 
meets expectations 
for a writer at this 
point in his/her 
college career. 
Clarity and quality of 
prose is 
inconsistently good. 

The paper 
does not meet 
expectations 
for a writer at 
this point in 
his/her 
college 
career.  

 

 


