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Being at Allen Island is an amazing experience. It is not only a magnificent place 

visually, but it also provides many opportunities for interdisciplinary cooperation between 
Colby’s departments. While I'm at the Island, I see both the artistic value and potential of the 
environment, as well as the ecological interactions occurring all around me. Each trip I take is an 
opportunity for growth, both as an artist, and as a scientist.  - Sergio Madrigal 
 
 The past weekend on Allen Island was an incredible introduction to the resources that 
Colby has to offer to students interested in studying the sciences. The picturesque island offered 
a getaway from the sometimes hectic everyday environment back on Mayflower Hill. I was able 
to reconnect to nature by sleeping outside on the night we spent, and going for multiple hikes 
around the island, but the heated bunkhouse with a full kitchen was a pleasant amenity to have. 
More importantly though, was the exposure that I got to the current research pertaining to the 
Gulf of Maine. As explained by Dr. King, the Gulf of Maine is warming at a significantly faster 
rate than many other parts of the ocean, and in a quest to more efficiently regulate the fisheries, 
preventing population crashes, scientists are investigating this warming. Allen Island is a perfect 
place to do just that. The ability to set up a station to monitor temperature, salinity, and CO2 
levels in one specific location is more advantageous to other methods, and Dr. King has done just 
that. We were on the island primarily to assist Dr. King in making some adjustments and fixes to 
his system. In the process of doing so, we learned how this equipment is designed, how the 
system works, and how data is communicated back to Colby. As someone who is interested in 
studying environmental science, this was an incredible opportunity where I learned about some 
of the methods that scientists are using to record evidence of climate change, as well as the many 
difficulties that can come with implementing long term research equipment. I would return to the 
island in a heartbeat. -  Ian Peterson 
 
This past weekend on Allen Island was very memorable – despite the fog! While on the island, 
we learned a lot about its history, and how its partnership with Colby is ever evolving, creating 
innumerable promising possibilities for a range of Colby students to explore its treasures in the 
future. This trip, we focused on the weather and climate monitoring, and did some maintenance 
work on the sensors (temperature, salinity, carbon dioxide, etc.). We learned about all the 
practical considerations that need to be made when doing research, and how instruments can be 
modified to accommodate these. For instance, the carbon dioxide sensor had to be low enough in 
the water so that it would read the water conditions during low tide and high tide, and the sensors 
need to be cleaned regularly so that marine life and other debris doesn’t build up on them, 
affecting readings. For example, after the salinity sensor was cleaned, the salinity readings 
increased slightly, due to the better measuring capabilities. We learned how the data collected by 
these sensors is applied – it is used by local lobster fishers and residents to determine if the 
weather is safe enough to be out at sea. Furthermore, we took the data being collected at Allen 
Island on a bigger scale – by examining scientific papers about ocean warming and the effects on 
cod fisheries, we learned that the Gulf of Maine is warming fastest, and the consequences that 
this will have for local communities. The contrast between the large-scale climate measuring in 
these papers and that on Allen Island was not entirely significant. The methods were different, 
but the data collected was very similar. This trip offered a fascinating insight into the ways that 
scientific investigation can be practically put in place in both the local community and on a 



global scale, as well as providing interesting and beautiful introductions to the Maine 
environment and culture. – C. George 
 
        Allen Island is a very unique place that offers many opportunities to faculty/ staff and 
students at Colby. As an island in the Northern Coastal Shelf of the Gulf of Maine it is in an 
ideal location for climate research. As the Gulf of Maine warms, a weather station, CO2 and 
salinity sensors as well as other monitoring devices are in a prime location to track the changes 
that are occurring. Climate research in congruence with the other research being done on the 
island by Colby professors in the Biology, Environmental Studies, Chemistry, and other 
departments are helping to lead this incredible interdisciplinary endeavor that will provide more 
insight into how and why the Gulf of Maine is changing so rapidly and what this means moving 
forward. The research being done on Allen Island is not isolated to the island, information from 
the weather station can be accessed via the Internet, and the work being done will be a part of a 
larger research project. Through soundscape technology animal migration patterns can be 
mapped which will give researchers a better understanding of how the changes linked to climate 
are impacting various animal species. As a student at Colby, visiting Allen Island is very 
exciting. Learning what research is being done on the island and seeing how we could become 
involved, allows us to think of our interests that we have developed inside the classroom and 
realize them as possible fields of study we could pursue after college. Field experience is critical 
in a college education, and the experiences afforded by Colby’s partnership with Allen Island are 
invaluable.  – Amy Andreini 
 
  I chose to sign up for this trip because I am excited about Environmental Science 
research opportunities, and have wanted to know more about what the faculty were doing outside 
of the classroom. While visiting Allen Island, I learned about the history of the island, the 
ecology of some of the species inhabiting it, and about the culture of lobster fishing. All of this 
was in addition to understanding more about the climate research being done, how it is benefiting 
the local population, and how it will be used in the future to understand more about the effects of 
climate change in the Gulf of Maine, which is warming relatively quickly. I assisted in 
documenting useful information on how the weather station is set-up, and learned more about the 
technology behind this type of station. It requires an understanding of computers so that the 
information can be received from the underwater equipment to a laptop at Colby. The island is 
such a great spot for a climate station because it allows the researchers to have flexibility and 
avoids many of the problems that would have arisen if we were using a buoy. Lastly, I better 
understand what sorts of projects the island can support, which is very exciting looking forward. 
– Sarah Tobey 
 
This weekend on Allen Island, we worked on climate and salinity research in the Gulf of Maine. 
I learned that the Gulf of Maine has some of the fastest rising temperatures in the world, and 
because of these rising temperatures, many fish populations are not able to adapt fast enough, 
causing the collapse of fisheries. I also learned that the collapse of the cod fishery in the Gulf 
affects the lobster populations significantly, ultimately affecting the economy of the area and the 
quality of the fishermen’s lives. Through discussion on the research trip, I noticed that 
environmental research involves much more than just data collection; when performing research, 
there is programming involved, which leads to more accurate data reports. This crossover 
between computer science and environmental science is often overlooked, but seeing the 



software being used to collect essential data made me realize that there will always be a 
crossover between science and technology. Not only is there a crossover with technology, but 
there is also high social involvement within research. For example, the people who come to the 
island each day use the climate data reports to determine if their route is safe. This use by 
everyday citizens shows that the research being done can also be used to help people in their 
everyday lives. The research confirmed that the use of climate data can be used by anyone in 
many different ways. Doing research on Allen Island was an amazing experience; it makes a 
significant difference when the entire space around you is your laboratory. The island is filled 
with rare opportunities for research, and is a very informative place to perform this research. – 
Madiha Molani 
 
 I first heard of Allen Island in general chemistry. A professor was whisking away a group 
of students to the island for a weekend trip. The words “climate change research” were enough to 
hook me in, but my friend provided the final push by turning to me and saying, “You should 
definitely go.” I gave in easily to the peer pressure.  
 I didn’t know what I was getting myself into when I received a confirmation email. I’m a 
little glad I went in with no idea of what Allen Island was like, since it made me be open to any 
and all kinds of information. Over the two days, I became in awe of everything around me - 
which, with the type of views the island provided, it was easy to be. While being enchanted by 
the scenery, I listened to Professor King sneak in teaching moments wherever he could. I learned 
of the rapid warming occurring in the Gulf of Maine, and its impact on underwater organisms 
and the seafood industry. I learned of the history of Allen Island, and the many ways the island 
can become a classroom. I felt like I learned about a variety of topics, not just specifically 
climate change. All the information related to each other in some way, so it left me with a well-
rounded crash course on not only Allen Island, but on how Allen Island could help further 
understand climate change, Maine art, and Maine history. If given the chance, I’d go back in a 
heartbeat, because I know I’ll come back having learned something new.   

Now here I am. I know more about Allen Island than I did the first time I heard of it, 
which means that I know now just how incredible and important of a place it is. A big thank you 
to Allen Island for opening up a world to me that I didn’t know I could access. An even bigger 
thank you to Whitney and Jan King for providing students, like me, with an amazing academic 
experience. Lastly, a thank you to my friend for giving me the best peer pressure of my life. – 
Ana Petire 
 
I was first struck by the incredible beauty of Allen Island, and how its picturesque views 
contained a lot more than meets the eye. It clearly has astounding landscapes and the beautiful 
and resourceful ocean that immediately brings about a mindful connection with nature, but there 
was a lot to learn as well about this environmentally rich place. There is interesting history 
behind the island, the lobstering industry associated with the area, and the local population.  

As an environmental studies major, I was obviously immediately drawn to the beautiful 
atmosphere, but what turned out to be equally as interesting to me was the scientific research that 
went into the project we assisted with. I enjoyed learning about the climate monitoring system, 
working with the different instruments, and having science-based discussions about climate 
change and our oceans with other science or environmental students and faculty. I don’t often 
hear the science behind these processes in my policy classes, however this was one of the most 



fascinating things to me about the trip. I was satisfied to be able to understand the delicacy of the 
atmospheric and oceanic composition, and see how it was being monitored first-hand.  

This weekend trip opened my eyes to the idea of science research and showed me an 
incredible resource for doing so. This island is extremely important and irreplaceable to many 
people and other natural organisms, and the short time we were there I felt happy to be 
contributing to a project to illuminate issues and hopefully one day start to solve them. It’s places 
like Allen Island that confirm my passion for the environment and want to study the increasingly 
imperative need to have a healthy and respectful relationship with our natural surroundings. 
Thank you to all involved for providing me with this wonderful opportunity. – Mariel Ferragamo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


